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@ Improved anode for arc discharge devices.

@ Materials for the electrodes of arc discharge
devices reduce arcing damage.

In an X-ray tube, the anode (105) is made of a
material which has a ductile-to-brittle transition tem-
perature at or below the normal operating tempera-
ture of the device. Such an anode may be chosen
from the group comprising molybdenum, tantalum,
rhenium and combinations thereof. Other embody-
ments include spark gaps.
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