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@ Modification device for string instrument pickup.

@ A device (20;40;50;70;100;220;220A-220D) that
modifies the operating characteristics (e.g., ampli-
tude, frequency response, "sustain") of the output
signal of an electromagnetic pickup (21;51;91;221)
for a stringed musical instrument, such as a guitar
with steel strings (24;54;74; 94;224) ; the modifica-
tion device (20;40;50;70;100) comprises a thin, flat
permanent magnet (31;41;61;81;101;220;220A-
220D), preferably a sheet of resin impregnated with
particulate permanent magnet material, that is mag-
netized transversely to its thin dimension. The per-
manent magnet (31;41;61;81; 101;220;220A-220D)
covers most or all of the top or bottom surface of the
electromagnet pickup (21;51;91;221), usually the top.

The signal modification device (20;40;50;70;100)
may include one or more mounting elements
(33;43;62-65;84,85, 90;104,105) for mounting the
permanent magnet sheet on a pickup (21;51;91), if
intended for addition to an existing pickup. In the
simplest form the mounting element(s) may com-
prise a rim (33;43) on the permanent magnet or one
or more steel plates (62-65;84,85,104,105) mounted
on the magnet; the steel plate or plates further may
modify the output signal of the pickup. For a signal
modification device (220; 220A-220D) that is to be
incorporated in a new pickup (221), no mounting
elements may be required.
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