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Method and machine for filling containers with liquid products.

The method for the filling of containers with

liquid products envisages that containers (1) to 5¢ 55
be filled are picked up by grippers (8) with jaws \ N\ \
designed to grip the necks of said containers (1) . =S i
and rotated by a carousel (3) which rotates ; ) ;)'
about a vertical axis and which receives the 70 712‘— 56 71a 73
containers (1) from feed units (2); the contain- 15 702 - PN

ers (1) are then raised vertically together with \“'f- 64 & \
the grippers (8) in such a way that nozzles (17) 65 AN 7
of liquid dispensing units (9), carried by the T JLZ
carousel (3) over the grippers (8), are inserted N '
into the mouths of the containers ; the contain-
ers (1) are then gradually lowered while the
liquid is being discharged into them by the T ‘
nozzle (17); lastly the containers (1) are re- ' ol 23 “’I“‘Jﬁ“‘
leased when full and transferred to an outfeed '
system (10). : : A i
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

E All claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has be¢n

drawn up for all claims.

E] Only part of the claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search

report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have been paid,
namely claims:

E] No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has been
drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the raquirement ot unity f
invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions,

namety:

See sheet -B-

[:] All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report Fas
been drawn up for all claims.

E] Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which retate to the inventions in
respect of which search fees have been paid,

namely claims:

Ea None of the further search fees has been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search repon
has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention first

mentioned in the claims,

namely claims: 1
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of
invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions,
namely:

Taking into account the closest state of the art (document
EP-A-0 350 974), basically the improvements disclosed in
the present application are the following ones:

1. Claim 1

The bottles are lowered gradually
while the liquid is being discharged.

2. Claims 2-11: A plurality of ducts made in the
platform of the carousel, a chamber
mounted on that platform and a
plurality of wvalves mounted
circumferentially on the same plat.-
form.

Both improvements are independent and different from each
other, and are disclosed in two independent claims.
Therefore, there is neither common inventive concept, nor
unity of invention.
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