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(57)  The  method  for  the  filling  of  containers  with 
liquid  products  envisages  that  containers  (1)  to 
be  filled  are  picked  up  by  grippers  (8)  with  jaws 
designed  to  grip  the  necks  of  said  containers  (1) 
and  rotated  by  a  carousel  (3)  which  rotates 
about  a  vertical  axis  and  which  receives  the 
containers  (1)  from  feed  units  (2)  ;  the  contain- 
ers  (1)  are  then  raised  vertically  together  with 
the  grippers  (8)  in  such  a  way  that  nozzles  (17) 
of  liquid  dispensing  units  (9),  carried  by  the 
carousel  (3)  over  the  grippers  (8),  are  inserted 
into  the  mouths  of  the  containers  ;  the  contain- 
ers  (1)  are  then  gradually  lowered  while  the 
liquid  is  being  discharged  into  them  by  the 
nozzle  (17);  lastly  the  containers  (1)  are  re- 
leased  when  full  and  transferred  to  an  outfeed 
system  (10). 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  mote  than  ten  claims. 

|  j  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  El All  claims  tees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  be«  n 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

□  Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  searc  h 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  lor  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

r~"j  No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

I  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  3f 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

See  s h e e t   - B -  

□  

□  

All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims. 

namely  claims:  1 
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LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

The  Search  Oivision  considers  Ulat  the  present  European  patent  application  floes  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions. 
namely: 

Tak ing   i n t o   a c c o u n t   the  c l o s e s t   s t a t e   of  the  a r t   ( d o c u m e n t  
EP-A-0  350  974) ,   b a s i c a l l y   the  i m p r o v e m e n t s   d i s c l o s e d   i n  
the  p r e s e n t   a p p l i c a t i o n   are   the  f o l l o w i n g   o n e s :  

1.  Claim  1  :  The  b o t t l e s   are   l o w e r e d   g r a d u a l l y  
w h i l e   the  l i q u i d   is  b e i n g   d i s c h a r g e d .  

2.  Cla ims  2-11:   A  p l u r a l i t y   of  d u c t s   made  in  t h e  
p l a t f o r m   of  the  c a r o u s e l ,   a  c h a m b e r  
mounted   on  t h a t   p l a t f o r m   and  a 
p l u r a l i t y   of  v a l v e s   m o u n t e d  
c i r c u m f   e r e n t i a l l y   on  the  same  p l a t -  
f o r m .  

Both  i m p r o v e m e n t s   are  i n d e p e n d e n t   and  d i f f e r e n t   from  e a c h  
o t h e r ,   and  are  d i s c l o s e d   in  two  i n d e p e n d e n t   c l a i m s .  
T h e r e f o r e ,   t h e r e   is  n e i t h e r   common  i n v e n t i v e   c o n c e p t ,   n o r  
u n i t y   of  i n v e n t i o n .  

4 


	bibliography
	search report

