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©  Dispensing  closure  with  pressure-actuated  flexible  valve. 
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©  A  dispensing  closure  is  provided  for  an  opening 
in  a  squeeze-type  container  and  includes  a  body 
(50)  defining  a  dispensing  passage  (62)  for  commu- 
nicating  between  the  container  interior  and  the  con- 
tainer  exterior  through  a  container  opening.  A  flexi- 

ble,  self-sealing  valve  (70)  is  mounted  in  the  body 
(50)  for  opening  in  response  to  increased  container 
pressure.  A  retaining  means  (90)  is  provided  for 
retaining  the  valve  (70)  in  the  body  (50). 
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I  I  AM  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Eu 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

r  ~  f  wjiuhreoii  oooiwi  ioliuii  ims  ueen Irawn  up  for  all  claims. 
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■  •  r—w—  «i  mo  i.  i  no  fjiwsuiH  European  searcn 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid, 
namely  claims: 

No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

I  —  "  W  1  »  Willi  I  VI  1111  k  II  I  I  VII 
he  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of ivention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
amely: 

See  s h e e t   - B -  
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,  =  ,„,,„  ,  u  ,  llB  prB5Bm  curopean  search  report  has sen  drawn  up  for  ail  claims. 
nly  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
port  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
spect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 
imely  claims: 

>ne  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report s  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first sntioned  in  the  claims, 
mely  claims: 
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LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION  A  POSTERIORI 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  ol  unity  of invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, namely: 

The  claims  have  been  found  to  con t a in   th ree   i n v e n t i v e  
concep t s .   In  order  for  there   to  be  un i ty   between  t h e s e  
concepts   they  must  a l l   share  one  or  more  s p e c i a l  
t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e s .   As  def ined   by  EPC  Rule  30,  a  s p e c i a l  
t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e   is  one  tha t   makes  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
beyond  the  p r io r   a r t .  

An  examinat ion   of  the  p r i o r   ar t   has  r e v e a l e d   US  4  749  108,  
EP  412  390,  US  1  989  714.  These  documents  each  a n t i c i p a t e  
those  t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e s   tha t   l ink  the  th ree   i n v e n t i v e   con-  
c e p t s : . . . .   a  f l e x i b l e   valve  r e t a i n e d   in  the  d i s p e n s i n g  
passage  of  a  d i s p e n s i n g   c lo su re   s u i t a b l e   for  squeeze  t y p e  
c o n t a i n e r s . . .   as  these  f e a t u r e s   are  known  and  t h e r e f o r e  
c o n s t i t u t e   p r io r   a r t ,   there   is  no  un i ty   between  t h e  
i n v e n t i v e   concepts :   non -un i ty   a  p o s t e r i o r i .  

The  i n v e n t i v e   concepts  are  de f ined   as  f o l l o w s :  

1.  Claims  1-3,  9-15:  Dispens ing   c l o s u r e . . .   with  means 
for  r e t a i n i n g   the  f l e x i b l e   valve  by  clamping  t h e  
valve  between  two  sur faces   . 

2.  Claims  4,5:  Dispens ing   c l o s u r e . . .   with  means  to  p e r m i t  
the  f l ex ing   of  the  top  wall  of  the  c l o su re   body. 

3.  Claims  6-8:  Dispens ing   c l o s u r e . . .   with  a  s u p p o r t i n g  
member  loca ted   under  the  f l e x i b l e   valve  and  a  l i d  
with  a  c e n t r a l   p r o j e c t i o n   to  force  valve  a g a i n s t  
support   member  in  s ea l i ng   engagement .  

The  search  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  f i r s t   i n v e n t i v e  
concept ,   sub jec t   1. 
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