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(57)  An  automated  method  and  apparatus  for  cut- 
ting  a  smoking  article,  such  as  a  cigarette  into 
sections  and  removing  a  component,  such  as 
the  filter  section  from  the  article  is  discharged. 
A  mechanical  arm  of  a  robot  325  having  oppos- 
ing  gripping  members  325A,  B  is  used  to  grip 
and  insert  the  article  320  into  the  cutting  ap- 
paratus  whereupon  a  piston  rod  350  causes  a 
blade  310  to  sever  the  article  just  above  the 
filter.  After  the  robot  removes  the  filter  from  the 
apparatus,  the  filter  is  then  ready  to  be  subjec- 
ted  to  characterization  tests. 
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