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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a display or
sales shelf for use in shelf systems of the type having
carrier means for carrying the shelves optionally in a
horizontal or a forwardly and downwardly inclined posi-
tion, the associated shelves as adapted for both kinds of
mounting having an upstanding wall portion along one
of their longitudinal edges, such that this wall portion
may form a rear wall of the shelf, when the latter is
pounted horizontally, and an upright front wall of the
shelf, when the latter is mounted in its inclined position.
More specifically the invention relates to a shelf of this
type, where the opposite longitudinal edge of the shelf
may quite traditionally be provided with a preferably
obliquely bent-down edge portion, which is provided
with means for the holding of loose, exhangeable price
or information sign plates. These will thus be clearly vis-
ible when the shelf is mounted in the horizontal position,
where they will be visible on the front edge of the shelf.
Of particular interest is wire shelves, where the sign
plate holding means are constituted by heavy, longitudi-
nally extending wires secured by welding to the bent
down end portions of the crosswise extending shelf
wires.

[0002] When the shelves are mounted in the
inclined position, in which the upstanding edge wall at
the front end of the shelves will prevent the merchan-
dises from gliding out of the shelves, it is customary to
effect the marking by placing a flat price or information
sign plate loosely behind the upstanding front wall,
where the sign will be visible through the wire wall.
[0003] With the invention as defined in the claims it
has been realized that it is possible in a simple and suit-
able manner to design the outside of the upstanding
wall portion such that preferably along its upper edge
area it may receive sign plates of quite the same type as
used adjacent the free front edge of the shelf. The upper
edge portion of the wall may even be bent slightly
inwardly, i.e. rearwardly in the front mounted position,
such that the sign plate, despite the front wall being
upwardly and forwardly inclined, will nevertheless be
slightly rearwardly inclined, just as when used at the
free shelf front edge by the horizontal mounting of the
shelf. Hereby the price or information marking may be
arranged in the same systematical manner, whether the
shelf be oriented one way or the other.

[0004] | has to be mentioned that DE-A-2,311,069
discloses a relevant wire shelf structure which, both
along front and rear wall portions thereof, happens to be
provided with exterior, horizontally arranged wires, and
that e.g. from the German utility model No. GM 76 31
838 it is known that price or information markings may
be provided on sign plate members adapted to be fixed
onto a single wire. Thus it can be held that the concept
of the invention can be realized based on already known
art, but nevertheless the said simple concept apparently
has not been previously disclosed.
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[0005] On this background the invention more spe-
cifically relates to a shelf system as specified in the
introductory clause of claim 1, while the novel features
of the invention are specified in the characterising
clause of claim 1.

[0006] By way of example, a single embodiment of
the invention is illustrated in the drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a wire shelf according
to the invention, while

Figs. 2 and 3 are side views illustrating the shelf by
horizontal and inclined mounting, respectively.

[0007] The shelf shown consists of a lower base
frame 2 of flat iron with crosswise arranged shelf wires
4 secured by welding and forming the shelf surface
itself. At their front ends in Fig. 1 these wires are pro-
vided with bent-down portions 6, to the outsides of
which there are welded two heavy, longitudinal wires 8,
of which the upper one is shaped with a row of upper,
upstanding projections 9 made by crosswise up-jump-
ing. At the rear the wires 4 are bent upwardly so as to
form a rear wire wall 10 perpendicularly ustanding from
the shelf surface.

[0008] The shelf, in a manner not shown, is carried
on carrier brackets secured to vertical carrier posts, of
which a single one is indicated in Fig. 1, all such that the
shelves may be mounted optionally in a horizontal or an
inclined position. In Figs. 1 and 2 the shelf is shown in
the horizontal position, with the edge 6,8 as the front
edge. The wires 8 are adapted as carrier wires for par-
ticular sign plate members 12, which e.g. as price signs,
may be mounted anywhere along the length of the front
edge of the shelf, the sign members being shaped with
rounded longitudinal edges that can holdingly engage
over the wires 8 and the said upper protrusions thereof.
[0009] When the shelf is mounted in its inclined
position as shown in Fig. 3 it is turned around such that
it is upstanding wall 10 which will form the front edge
wall. As illustrated the upper parts of the wall forming
wires are bent out first forwardly and upwardly and then
upwardly and rearwardly so as to form an upper inclined
wall portion 14, which is inclined almost with the same
inclination as for the front wall 6,8 in Figs. 1 and 2. On
the outside of the wire wall 14 are mounted longitudinal
wires 16 corresponding to the wires 8, i.e. just like these
well suited to receive and hold the sign plate members
12.

[0010] The wire wall portion 14 is bent so as to form
with the shelf bottom an angle of approximately 45°,
whereby it will normally be conveniently inclined for the
reading of the price signs 12.

[0011] In Fig. 2 (and Fig. 3) it is shown in dotted
lines that in stead of being bent downwardly the front
edge wire portions may be bent upwardly, yet still pro-
vided with the sign plate holding wires 8, such that the
shelf front edge in the horizontal position of the shelf is
not fully 'free’, as the shelf is now converted into a tray
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member. This change will not in any way affect the
desired shape of the opposite shelf wall according to the
present invention.

[0012]

The invention is not limited to the embodi-

ment shown or to the shelves being made of wire mate-
rial, as also shelves of a coherent plate material may be
shaped accordingly.

Claims

A display or sales shelf for use in shelf systems of
the type having carrier means for carrying the
shelves optionally in a horizontal position or a for-
wardly and downwardly inclined position, the shelf
having an upstanding wall portion (10) along one
longitudinal edge thereof and being mountable on
said carrier means with this wall portion forming a
rear wall when the shelf is horizontal and a front
wall when the shelf is mounted in its inclined posi-
tion, said shelf, preferably a wire shelf, being of the
type having along its opposite longitudinal edge a
preferably obliquely bent-down or bent-up edge
portion, which is provided with holding means for
the holding of loose, exchangeable price or infor-
mation plate members (12) and is located so as to
face forwardly and upwardly, said holding means
consisting of two inter-spaced, parallel wires (8),
characterized in that the said upstanding wall por-
tion (10), preferably along its upper edge area, is
shaped with a generally inclined, horizontally
extending wall portion having at its outer side hold-
ing means (16) corresponding to the said holding
means consisting of two inter-spaced parallel wires
(8), thus enabling the plate members to be mounted
facing forwardly and upwardly in either mounting
position of the shelf.

A shelf according to claim 1, characterized in that
the upper region of the upstanding wall portion is
bent outwardly and upwardly in a lower zone and
inwardly and upwardly in an uppermost zone, the
outside of the latter being provided with the said
holding means.

A shelf according to claim 2, characterized in that
the uppermost edge zone is bent upwardly and
inwardly so as to form with the bottom of the shelf
an angle of approximately 45°.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Schau- oder Verkaufsregal zur Anwendung in
Regalsystemen derjenigen Art, die Tragermittel
zum Tragen von Regalen wahlweise in einer hori-
zontalen oder einer vorwarts und abwarts geneig-
ten Position besitzen, wobei das Regal einen
aufrechten Wandabschnitt (10) entlang einer seiner
Langskanten besitzt und am besagten Tragermittel
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so anbringbar ist, dal dieser Wandabschnitt eine
Ruckwand bildet, wenn das Regalbord horizontal
ist, und eine Vorderwand, wenn das Regalbord in
seiner geneigten Position angebracht ist, und wobei
das besagte Regalbord, vorzugsweise ein Drahtre-
galbord, von der Sorte ist, die entlang ihrer gegen-
Uberliegenden Langskante einen vorzugsweise
schrag herunter- oder heraufgebogenen Kantenbe-
reich besitzt, der mit Mitteln zum Halten loser, aus-
tauschbarer Preis- oder Informationsschilder (12)
versehen ist und der so angeordnet ist, daf} er nach
vorwarts und aufwarts weist, und wobei die Halte-
mittel aus zwei im Abstand voneinander angeord-
neten, parallelen Drahten (8) bestehen, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dal der aufrechte Wandabschnitt
(10), vorzugsweise entlang seines oberen Kanten-
bereichs, mit einem insgesamt geneigten, sich hori-
zontal erstreckenden Wandabschnitt ausgebildet
ist, der an seiner Auflenseite Haltemittel (16) auf-
weist, die den Haltemitteln aus zwei im Abstand
voneinander angeordneten, parallelen Drahten (8)
entsprechen, so dall die Schilder in beiden
Anbringpositionen des Regals nach vorwarts und
aufwarts weisend angeordnet werden kénnen.

Ein Regal gemaR Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, da} der obere Bereich des aufrechten
Wandabschnitts in einer unteren Zone nach auf3en
und aufwarts und in einer obersten Zone nach
innen und aufwarts gebogen ist, wobei die Auflen-
seite der letztgenannten Zone mit den besagten
Haltemitteln versehen ist.

Ein Regal gemal Anspruch 2, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dal} die oberste Kantenzone so aufwarts
und nach innen gebogen ist, dal} sie mit dem
Boden des Regalbordes einen Winkel von anna-
hernd 45° bildet.

Revendications

Rayonnage de présentation ou de vente, utilisable
dans des systémes de rayonnage, du type ayant
des moyens de support pour supporter les rayon-
nages éventuellement dans une position horizon-
tale ou dans une position inclinée vers l'avant et
vers le bas, le rayonnage ayant une partie de paroi
droite (10) le long d'un bord longitudinal de celui-ci
et pouvant étre monté sur lesdits moyens de sup-
port avec cette partie de paroi formant une paroi
arriere quand le rayonnage est horizontal et une
paroi avant quand le rayonnage est monté dans sa
position inclinée, ledit rayonnage, de préférence un
rayonnage en fil métallique, étant du type ayant, le
long de son bord longitudinal opposé, une partie de
bord de préférence obliquement courbée vers le
bas ou courbée vers le haut, qui est munie de
moyens pour le maintien d'éléments de plaque (12)
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, pour des prix ou des informations, amovibles et
interchangeables, et est située de fagon a faire face
vers |'avant et vers le haut, lesdits moyens de main-

tien étant constitués de deux fils métalliques espa-

cés paralléles (8), 5
caractérisé en ce que ladite partie de paroi (10), de
préférence le long de sa zone de bord supérieure,

est conformée avec une partie de paroi s'étendant
horizontalement, généralement inclinée, ayant sur
son c6té externe des moyens de maintien (16) cor- 49
respondant auxdits moyens de maintien constitués

de deux fils métalliques espacés paralléles (8) per-
mettant ainsi aux éléments de plaque d'étre montés

en faisant face vers I'avant et vers le haut dans cha-

que position de montage du rayonnage. 15

Rayonnage selon la revendication 1,

caractérisé en ce que la région supérieure de la
partie de paroi droite est courbée vers I'extérieur et
vers le haut dans une zone inférieure et vers l'inté- 20
rieur et vers le haut dans une zone la plus supé-
rieure, l'extérieur de cette derniére étant muni
desdits moyens de maintien.

Rayonnage selon la revendication 2, 25
caractérisé en ce que la zone de bord la plus supé-
rieure est courbée vers le haut et vers l'intérieur de
fagon a former avec le fond du rayonnage un angle
d'approximativement 45°.
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FIG. 1
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