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() Facial tissue package.

@ A package (1) is disclosed which contains a
plurality of individual facial tissue clips (4). The in-
dividual clips (4) can be used as refills for facial
tissue dispensers, thereby reducing the amount of
packaging materials and waste normally associated
with the sale and use of conventional individually
boxed clips of facial tissues.
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Facial tissues are currently manufactured and
sold in individual dispensing cartons or packages
containing a clip or stack of the tissues. The shape,
size and decorative appearance of the dispensing
cartons varies, but in all instances the dispensing
package or carton is an integral part of the pur-
chased product. However, because of environmen-
tal concerns for reducing the amount of materials
which must be landfilled or incinerated, there is a
desire to reduce the amount of materials used for
packaging products.

The invention, therefore, provides a package
according to independent claim 1. Further advanta-
geous features, aspects and details of the invention
are evident from the dependent claims, the de-
scription and the drawings. The claims are in-
tended to be understood as a first non-limiting
attempt to define the invention in general terms.

In general, the invention resides in a package
containing two or more separable clips of facial
tissues for use in a facial tissue dispensing con-
tainer. The clips of facial tissues can be suitably
separated by individually wrapping each clip in a
wrapper such as plastic or paper. Preferably the
wrapper and/or the package in which the clips are
contained are made from a degradable, biodeg-
radable, compostable or recyclable material. A con-
sumer can purchase the package of this invention,
which provides a supply of facial tissues, and use
the individual tissue clips as refills for a refillable
permanent tissue dispensing container. Utilizing the
packages of this invention can result in a substan-
tial savings in materials costs and a substantial
reduction in waste production.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a preferred
package of this invention containing multiple clips
of facial tissue.

Figure 2 is a top view of the package of Figure

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a wrapped
facial tissue clip contained in the package of Figure
1.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the facial
tissue clip of Figure 3, illustrating removal of the
tissue clip from the wrapper.

Figure 5 is a schematic diagram of a preferred
process for producing the packages of this inven-
tion.

Referring to the Drawing, the invention will be
described in greater detail. Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of a closed plastic package of this inven-
tion containing ten individual clips of facial tissues
which have been wrapped in a plastic film wrapper.
The package 1 can be any suitable container,
preferably a biodegradable plastic bag, which can
hold and dispense two or more clips of facial
tissue. (For purposes herein, degradable materials
are those that undergo a significant change in
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chemical structure under specific environmental
conditions resulting in a loss of some properties.
Biodegradable materials are those which degrade
as a result of the action of naturally occurring
microorganisms such as bacteria, fungi and algae.)
The package illustrated in Figure 1 is a plastic bag
formed from a single sheet of plastic whose edges
are sealed together along a seam 2. The top of the
bag is provided with a plastic draw string 3 which
serves to facilitate closure of the top of the bag by
gathering the top edge of the bag together. The
draw string also serves as a carrying handle for the
bag and can be made of any material of suitable
strength.

Figure 2 is a top view of the package of Figure
1 in an opened position. Shown are ten separable
clips of facial tissue 4 standing on end within the
package. It will be appreciated that the number of
clips within the package can be any number which
is convenient for the consumer. As previously stat-
ed, the number of clips can be two or more,
preferably six or more, and most preferably ten or
more.

Figure 3 is a perspective view of an individual
separable clip of facial tissue which is wrapped in a
plastic sleeve 5. The plastic sleeve maintains the
individuality and separability of the clip. Within the
clip are a multiplicity of individual facial tissues 6.
Also shown is a seam 7 where the plastic sleeve is
sealed during manufacturing.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the separable
clip of Figure 3, illustrating removal of the clip from
the wrapper. In use, the clip of facial tissues would
be removed from the wrapper and inserted into a
facial tissue dispenser.

Figure 5 is a schematic flow diagram of a
preferred method of manufacturing the package of
this invention. The first step is to fold individual
tissue sheets into a continuous stack or log as is
produced on a multifolding machine. Such ma-
chines are well known in the tissue converting art.
In essence, the multifolder continuously interfolds a
multiplicity of continuous sheets, unwound from
multiple wound rolls of tissue basesheet, to form a
continuous log of interfolded tissue having the
height of the ultimate clip of tissues. As the con-
tinuous log moves along a conveyor, the clip wrap-
per is placed around the log and sealed to form a
continuous sleeve. As the log is sawed into individ-
ual clips, the sleeve is simultaneously cut as part of
the clip. The resulting wrapped clip is then stacked
into a bundle of appropriate size for packaging into
the package of this invention. As illustrated, a pre-
ferred package utilizes a plastic bag to hold ten
clips of tissues. Apparatus for bagging the clips of
fissues can be any conventional equipment well
known in the packaging art.
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Claims

1. A package (1) containing two or more separa-
ble clips (4) of facial tissues (6) for use in a
dispensing container. 5

2. The package of Claim 1 wherein each of the
clips (4) of facial tissues are wrapped in a
wrapper (5).

10
3. The package of Claim 3 wherein the wrapper

(5) is a plastic film.
4. The package of Claim 4 wherein the wrapper

(5) is biodegradable. 15
5. The package of one of the preceding claims,

wherein the number of clips (4) of facial tissue

is six or more.

20

6. The package of one of the preceding claims,
wherein the number of clips (4) of facial tissue
is ten or more.

7. The package of one of the preceding claims, 25
wherein the package (1) is a plastic bag.

8. The package of Claim 7 wherein the plastic is
biodegradable.
30

35

40

45

50

55






FIG. 3

F1G. 4



EP 0 501 260 A1

J3ADHvd

4IHDIVLS
ad

S Bld

Mvs

33v3S
avam

dvidm

¥34104
3nsSll




9

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P0O401)

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

Application Number

EP 92 10 2537

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Citation of document with indication, where appropriate,

Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE

Category of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (Int. CL.§ )
X DE-A-2 934 493 (SIG) 1,2,5,6 B65D75/02
* the whole document *
A US-A-1 507 106 (COHN) 1,2
* figure 1 *
A US-A-2 005 490 (BAXTER) 1,2
* figure 2 *
TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED (Int. CL.5)
B65D
A47K
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
BERLIN 10 JUNE 1992 SMITH C.A,

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

ol pd

: particularly relevant if taken alone
: particularly relevant if combined with another

document of the same category

TO»

: technological background
: non-written disclosure
: intermediate document

: theory or principle underlying the invention

: earlier patent document, but published on, or
after the filing date

: document cited in the application

: document cited for other reasons

: T W

document

+ member of the same patent family, corresponding




	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

