EP 0 503 186 A3

Europdisches Patentamt

0 European Patent Office

0503 186 A3

Office européen des brevets @ Publication number:

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

Application number: 91306063.8 @ Int. 15 HO1H 13/70

Date of filing: 03.07.91

® ® | ® 60 6

®

@
@

Priority: 11.03.91 US 667450 @ Applicant: JOHN FLUKE MFG. CO., INC.
P.O. Box 9090

Date of publication of application: Everett Washington 98206—-9090(US)

16.09.92 Bulletin 92/38

@) Inventor: Kaneko, Steven T.
2211 10th Avenue E., Unit H

Seattle, W.A. 98012(US)

Designated Contracting States:
DE FR GB NL

Date of deferred publication of the search report:
26.05.93 Bulletin 93/21 Representative: Burke, Steven David et al
R.G.C. Jenkins & Co. 26 Caxton Street
London SW1H ORJ (GB)

®

Keypad asssembly and instrument using same.

@ A keypad structure includes a stiff backing ele —
ment and an elastomeric cover that have between
them a first membrane on which is defined a short -
ing conductive layer, a second membrane on which
is defined a main conductive layer, the second
membrane on which the main conductive layer is
defined as being adjacent the elastomeric cover
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rather than the stiff backing element as in the prior
art. A third membrane provides spacing between the
main and shorting conductive layers when the
keypad is not compressed. A elastomeric intercon —
nect can then be used to connect exposed contacts
on the main conductive layer with other circuitry in
an instrument utilizing the keypad.
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