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©  A  gas-filled  discharge  tube. 
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©  The  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to  provide 
a  gas-filled  discharge  tube  which  is  capable  of  mak- 
ing  the  discharge  tube  itself  smaller  to  minimize  a 
plug  cap  that  incorporates  the  discharge  tube  there- 
in,  thereby  to  realize  a  minimization  of  the  size  of 
the  whole  ignition  system  having  a  series  gap. 

In  order  to  achieve  the  above  object,  the  gas- 
filled  discharge  tube  according  to  the  present  inven- 
tion  is  constructed  such  that  it  comprises  a  tubular 
body  formed  of  an  electrically  insulating  material  and 
having  a  notch  portion  at  least  one  of  the  opposite 
open  ends  thereof,  and  a  notch  or  projecting  portion 
at  the  other  open  end  thereof;  a  pair  of  electrode 
bases,  at  least  one  of  which  is  formed  of  an  elec- 
trically  conducting  thin  metal  sheet,  airtightly  ad- 
hered  to  the  respective  open  ends;  and  a  pair  of 
discharge  electrodes  having  flange  portions  to  be 
engageably  fixed  with  the  notch  and/or  projecting 
portions  and  sandwiched  between  the  tubular  body 
and  the  respective  electrode  bases,  and  with  this 
construction,  the  electrode  base  is  first  formed  with  a 
gas  filling  bore  by  a  laser  beam  for  filling  an  inert 

gas,  which  bore  being  welded  also  by  the  laser 
beam  after  the  inert  gas  is  filled  in  the  tubular  body 
so  as  to  enclose  the  gas  therein. 
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