
19 

Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets ©  Publication  number:  0  510   8 0 8   A 3  

12 EUROPEAN  PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

©  Application  number  :  92302442.6 

@  Date  of  filing  :  20.03.92 

©int.   ci.5:  H01R9 /11 ,   H01R  13 /115  

©  Priority  :  28.03.91  US  677012 

@  Date  of  publication  of  application  : 
28.10.92  Bulletin  92/44 

©  Designated  Contracting  States  : 
DE  GB  NL 

©  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  search  report  : 
16.06.93  Bulletin  93/24 

©  Applicant  :  THE  WHITAKER  CORPORATION 
Suite  450,  4550  New  Linden  Hill  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808  (US) 

©  Inventor  :  Dorwart,  Charles  Edward,  Jr. 
Ironville  Pike,  PO  Box  182 
Columbia,  Pennsylvania  17512  (US) 
Inventor  :  Parker,  William  Theodore 
35  Whiskey  Springs  Road 
Boiling  Springs,  Pennsylvania  17007  (US) 
Inventor  :  Showers,  Jeffrey  Lynn 
2114  Beacon  Circle 
Mechanicsburg,  Pennsylvania  17055  (US) 

©  Representative  :  Warren,  Keith  Stanley  et  al 
BARON  &  WARREN  18  South  End  Kensington 
London  W8  5BU  (GB) 

©  Press  fit  solder  cup. 

©  A  solder  cup  (24)  adapted  to  be  secured  to  the 
shank  (44)  of  a  contact  (22)  received  in  a  con- 
nector  (20)  has  a  generally  cylindrical  body 
having  a  bore  (90)  sized  to  receive  the  shank 
(44)  of  the  contact  (22)  therein.  The  body  has  at 
least  one  retention  feature  (108)  proximate  a 
first  end  (92)  that  defines  an  effective  diameter 
within  the  bore  (90)  that  is  less  than  the  cross 
section  measurement  of  the  shank  (44)  of  a 
contact  (22)  to  be  received  therein.  Upon  inser- 
tion  of  the  shank  (44)  of  a  contact  (22)  into  the 
bore  (90)  of  the  solder  cup  (24),  an  interference 
fit  is  achieved  between  the  shank  (44)  and 
retention  features  (108)  of  the  solder  cup  (24)  to 
provide  electrical  engagement  therebetween 
and  to  secure  the  solder  cup  (24)  on  the  shank 
(44). 
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