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©  Printing  unit  incorporating  thermal  head. 
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©  A  printing  unit  comprises  an  elongate  base 
member  (1),  a  thermal  head  (2)  mounted  on  the 
base  member  and  carrying  a  line  (3)  of  heating  dots, 
a  platen  roller  (4)  arranged  to  contact  the  heating  dot 
line,  and  a  backup  roller  (5)  arranged  farther  from 
the  thermal  head  than  the  platen  roller  but  held 
parallel  to  the  platen  roller  in  contact  therewith. 
Printing  paper  (14)  is  transferred  between  the  ther- 
mal  head  and  the  platen  roller  for  thermal  printing  by 
the  line  of  heating  dots.  The  backup  roller  is  located 
ahead  of  the  platen  roller  with  respect  to  the  paper 
transfer  direction  to  prevent  the  platen  roller  from 
bending  in  the  paper  transfer  direction. 
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