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@ A magnetic card with a protective cover.

@ A magnetic card which can be used as a key for
operating automatic doors or gates or for actuating
electronic recognition or presence-detection devices
in general has a protective cover (5) having two
substantially rigid main portions (6) which are joined
along one side and are adapted to cover the two
faces of the card (1) at least partially. The cover (5)
is articulated to the card about an axis (9) per-
pendicular to the plane of the card and adjacent one
end thereof, so that the card can adopt any position
between a position in which it is retracted into the
cover and a fully extended position in which the card
(1) substantially forms an extension of the cover (5).
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The subject of the present invention is a mag-
netic card which can be used, in particular, as a
key for operating automatic doors or gates or for
actuating electronic recognition or presence-detec-
tion devices in general, characterised in that it has
a protective cover with two substantially rigid main
portions which are joined along at least one side
and are adapted to cover the two faces of the card
at least partially, the cover being articulated to the
card about an axis perpendicular to the plane of
the card and adjacent one end thereof, so that the
card can adopt any position between a position in
which it is retracted into the cover and a fully
extended position in which the card substantially
forms an extension of the cover.

The characteristics and advantages of the in-
vention will become clear from the description
which follows with reference to the appended draw-
ings, provided purely by way of non-limiting exam-
ple, in which:

Figures 1 and 2 are perspective views showing
the card according to the invention in its fully
retracted position in the cover and in its fully
extended position, respectively, and

Figure 3 shows the use of the card according fo
the invention.

With reference to the drawings, a magnetic
card of known type usable, in particular, as a key
for operating automatic doors or gates or for ac-
tuating electronic recognition or presence-detection
devices in general is indicated 1. The structure of
the magnetic card is not shown in detail since, as
already indicated, it is of known type and does not
fall within the scope of the invention. Briefly, the
card 1 comprises a rectangular body of plastics
material on one face of which a strip 2 of magnetic
material is deposited. As is well known, both faces
of the magnetic card may bear alphanumeric in-
formation or graphic symbols such as, for example,
the arrow indicated 3 in Figure 2 which is intended
fo indicate to the user the direction in which the
card should be inserted in the slot 4 (Figure 3).

The magnetic card 1 has a protective cover 5
constituted by a single sheet of plastics material
which is bent so as to be U-shaped and defines
two substantially rigid main portions 6 joined to-
gether along a major side of the cover, which is
also rectangular, by a spine 7. The two portions 6
preferably have cut-away portions 6a at one corner
to facilitate the gripping of the card 1 by the user
(Figure 1). The material of the cover 5 is such as to
protect the card against the risk of demagnetisa-
tion.

The cover 5 is articulated to the magnetic card
1 by a plastics pin 8 with an enlarged head about
an axis 9 perpendicular to the plane of the card
and adjacent one end thereof.

The card can thus adopt any position between
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the position shown in Figure 1, in which it is fully
retracted into the cover, and the fully extended
position shown in Figure 2, in which the card 1
substantially forms an extension of the cover 5. In
this condition, the cover 5 thus also performs the
useful function of facilitating the insertion of the
card 1 by the user into the slot 4 for receiving it in
the electronic reading device (Figure 3).

Like the card 1, the cover 5 also bears alpha-
numeric symbols and inscriptions on its faces, for
advertising purposes or for providing information
for the user.

The dimensions of the card 1 are preferably
slightly smaller than those of a standard magnetic
card. In one embodiment, a magnetic card of 73 x
40 mm was formed, the cover measuring 75 x 43
mm. These dimensions were optimal when the
card was used as a key for operating automatic
doors or gates.

The cover according to the invention also
solves the problem of storing and protecting the
card securely for the user of a key of this type and,
at the same time, ensures that it is readily available
at the time of use.

Naturally, the invention also extends to other
models which achieve equal utility by means of the
same innovative concept.

Claims

1. A magnetic card (1) which can be used, in
particular, as a key for operating automatic
doors or gates or for actuating electronic rec-
ognition or presence-detection devices in gen-
eral,

characterised in that it has a protective cover
(5) having two substantially rigid main portions
(6) which are joined along one side and are
adapted to cover the two faces of the card (1)
at least partially, the cover (5) being articulated
to the card (1) about an axis (9) perpendicular
to the plane of the card and adjacent one end
thereof, so that the card (1) can adopt any
position between a position in which it is re-
tracted fully into the cover (5) and a fully
extended position in which the card (1) sub-
stantially forms an extension of the cover (5).

2. A card according to Claim 1, characterised in
that the cover (5) is constituted by a single
sheet of plastics material (5) which is bent so
as to be U-shaped.

3. A card according to Claim 1, characterised in
that the two portions (6) of the cover (5) have
cut-away portions (6a) at one corner of the
cover for faciliting the gripping of the card (1).
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4. A card according to Claim 1, characterised in
that it has smaller dimensions than a standard
magnetic card.

5. A card according to Claim 1, characterised in 5
that the cover is made of a material suitable for
protecting the card against the risk of demag-
netisation.

The whole substantially as described and illus- 10

trated and for the purposes specified.
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