a’ European Patent Office

Europaisches Patentamt ‘ ‘llm

Office européen des brevets @) Publication number: 0 517 680 A1
®) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
1) Application number : 92830290.0 61 Int. CL.5: A45D 44/12

22 Date of filing : 04.06.92

Priority : 06.06.91 IT MI910499 U @ Inventor : Cerulli, Ciro

Via Martin Luther King, 11

1-20049 Concorezzo (Milano) (IT)

Date of publication of application : Inventor : Romaniello, Luciano
09.12.92 Bulletin 92/50 Via Valsassina, 4

1-20157 Milano (IT)

Designated Contracting States :
AT BE DE DK FR GB NL SE Representative : Cicogna, Franco

@ Applicant : Cerulli, Ciro 1-20122 Milano (IT)
Via Martin Luther King, 11
1-20049 Concorezzo (Milano) (IT)

Applicant : Romaniello, Luciano
Via Valsassina, 4
1-20157 Milano (IT)

Ufficio Internazionale Brevetti Dott.Prof.
Franco Cicogna Via Visconti di Modrone, 14/A

EP 0 517 680 A1

Device for protecting the mouth from sunbeams.

@ A device (1) for protecting the mouth from
sunbeams comprises a plate-like element hav-
ing a human lip shape and including an inter-
mediate slit (2), the plate-like element being
adapted to be removably superimposed on the
lips of an user.
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a device for pro-
tecting the mouth from sunbeams.

As is known a person exposed to sunbeams in a
horizontal or supine position must be properly protect-
ed at his/her mouth from the inpinging sunbeams
which could have deleterious effect on the mouth.

In fact, a direct exposure to the sun of the delicate
tissues of the mouth is susceptible to cause inflama-
tion and burn effects.

On the other hand, the use or protecting creams
or the like has a poor efficiency at the lip region.

In addition to the foregoing, these protecting
creams can be easily ingested so as to cause further
problems.

Other devised solutions, such as the application
of masks and the like, have been found to be rather
ineffective, since the application of a mask at the
mouth region would cause unaesthetic signs on the
un-tanned zones encompassing the mouth.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the aim of the present invention is to
overcome the above mentioned problem, by providing
an element for protecting the mouth from sunbeams,
which is adapted to accurately cover the region of the
lips without causing any troubles for the user.

Within the scope of the above mentioned aim, a
main object of the present invention is to provide such
a device for protecting the mouth from sunbeams
which can be quickly and easily applied to the mouth
region of an user.

Yet another object of the present invention is to
provide such a mouth protecting element or device
which is very reliable and safe in operation.

A further object of the present invention is to pro-
vide such a mouth protecting device which can be
easily made starting from easily available materials
and which, moreover, is very competitive from a mere
economic standpoint.

According to one aspect of the present invention,
the above mentioned aim and objects, as well as yet
other objects, which will become more apparent here-
inafter, are achieved by a device for protecting the
mouth from sunbeams, characterized in that said pro-
tecting device comprises a plate-like element of hu-
man lip shape which includes an intermediate slit.

In particular, the above mentioned plate-like or
sheet device can be removably superimposed on the
lips.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further characteristics and advantages of the in-
vention will become more apparent hereinafter from
the following detailed disclosure of a preferred,
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though not exclusive, embodiment thereof, which is il-
lustrated, by way of an indicative but not indicative ex-
ample, in the figures of the accompanying drawings,
where:
Figure 1 schematically shows a person exposed
to sunbeams;
Figure 2 illustrates that same person provided
with the mouth protecting device according to the
invention;
Figure 3 represents a front outer view of the pro-
tecting device according to the invention;
Figure 4 illustrates the mouth protecting device
according to the invention as seen from the inside
thereof;
Figure 5 is a top plan view of the mouth protecting
device according to the invention; and
Figure 6 is a schematic cross-sectional view of
the mouth protecting device of the invention ap-
plied to the lips of an user.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

With reference to the above mentioned figures,
the device for protecting the mouth from sunbeams,
according to the invention, which has been generally
indicated with the reference number 1, comprises a
plate or sheet-like element, of a suitable configura-
tion, which is made of any suitable plastic material.

In particular, the plate-like protecting device 1 has
a human lip shape and is so bent as to precisely fit to
the contour of the lips.

At a middle portion thereof, the protecting device
1 comprises a slit 2 which is substantially arranged in-
side the region simulating the bottom lip.

Owing to its specifically designed configuration,
the plate-like device 1 can be superimposed on the
lips 10 of an user, while providing a perfect masking
from the sunbeams, without, however, preventing air
from passing therethrough.

Advantageously, the plate-like protecting device
will have a colour corresponding to that of the human
lips, so that the device will be not unaesthetic.

Thus, by using the protecting device according to
the invention, an user can exclusively cover the lip re-
gion, so as to protect the mouth from inflamations,
burns and other damaging effects.

A further important aspect of the invention is that,
owing to its very simple construction, the device of the
invention can also be used as an efficient advertising
article.

While the invention has been disclosed and illu-
strated with reference to a preferred embodiments
thereof, it should be apparent that the disclosed em-
bodiment is susceptible to several modifications and
variations all of which will come within the spirit and
scope of the appended claims.
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Claims

1. Adevice for protecting the mouth from sunbeams,
characterized in that said protecting device com-
prises a plate-like element of human lip shape 5
which includes an intermediate slit.

2. A device according to Claim 1, wherein said slit
is arranged between a top-lip shaped upper por-
tion and a bottom-lip shaped lower portion of the 10
mouth of the user.

3. Adevice according to Claim 1, wherein said plate-

like element has a profile fitting the contour of an

user mouth. 15
4. Adevice according to Claim 1, wherein said plate-

like element has a colour corresponding to that of

the human lips.

20

5. Adevice according to Claim 1, wherein said plate-

like element is made of a food-use plastic mate-

rial.
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