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©  Images  such  as  product  (12)  images  (I)  are 
identified  as  substantially  similar  to  one  or  more 
reference  images  by  finding  pixels  (341a,  A)  which 
have  substantially  the  same  value  or  values  in  all  or 
substantially  all  of  the  reference  images.  Image  ero- 
sion  (341a',  129c)  and/or  dilation  (109c,  129e,  504) 
may  be  used  in  processing  the  reference  image  data 
to  help  identify  pixels  which  can  always  be  expected 
to  have  the  same  value  in  all  acceptable  images. 
The  values  associated  with  the  corresponding  pixels 
in  a  product  image  are  combined  (407,  PA)  and 
compared  (409)  to  an  expected  value  (TA).  The 
product  image  is  identified  (412)  as  substantially 
similar  to  the  reference  image  or  images  only  if  the 
combined  values  from  the  product  image  compare 
favorably  with  the  expected  value. 
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