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Methods and apparatus for web handling and
object.

@ A method and apparatus for heating separat-
ing and accelerating portions of a moving web
of plastics film by leading a moving web (10)
over the surface of a rotating web support
member (18), which has a surface speed higher
than the speed of the moving web such that the
web slips on said member, periodically cutting
lengths of web material from said web on said
support member using a cutter (44), capturing
said cut lengths on said support member by
attraction of said cut lengths to the surface of
said support member by vacuum applied
through ports (28) via sliding valve manifolds
(38, 42) and transporting said cut lengths the-
reon at the surface speed of the support mem-
ber to be heat sealed to a second web (20) of
paperboard to form pull tabs for use in opening
cartons made therefrom.

apparatus for heating spaced areas of a moving
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of
invention and relates o several inventions or groups of inventions,
namely:

1. Claims 1-5,7-12 : Method and apparatus for separating

and accelerating portions of a moving
web.

2. Claims 6,3 : Method and apparatus for heating areas
of a moving web.
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