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(57)  Protective  device  for  transport  and  storage  (1) 
of  porcelainware  adapted  to  be  attached 
around  piles  of  porcelainware,  comprising  an 
elongated,  generally  rectangular  sheet  (2)  of  a 
relatively  rigid  yet  flexible  material.  At  one  short 
side  (3)  of  the  sheet  (2)  retaining  means  (6,  7) 
are  provided  for  receiving  and  retaining  a  fol- 
ded  portion  of  the  sheet  (2),  in  which  position 
the  sheet  (2)  has  an  annular  shape  for  surround- 
ing  a  pile  of  porcelainware.  Said  retaining 
means  (6,  7)  preferably  comprise  opposing 
grooves  facing  one  another,  one  at  each  lon- 
gitudinal  edge  (4,  5)  of  said  sheet  (2)  adjacent  to 
one  of  said  short  sides  (3),  for  receiving  said 
longitudinal  edges  (4,  5)  of  said  sheet  (2)  at  said 
other  short  side  (10)  of  said  sheet  (2). 
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p-1  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Euroi 
—  Hrmn  imlor  all  claims. 

claims  tees  nave  am«  y»>u  >-■»  - 
iwn  up  lor  all  claims. 

ily  part  01  tne  Claims  ibbs  i«w  u==m  «  -  i 
port  has  been  drawn  up  lor  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  tees  have  been  paid, 

imely  claims: 
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report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  Inventions  in 

respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

[771  None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
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LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  ol  inventions. 
namely: 

1.  Claim  1-3:  A  protect ive   device  for  transport   and  s t o r age  
of  porce la inwares .  

2.  Claim  k:  Carrying  handle  for  piles  of  porce la inwares .  

The  common  inventive  concept  (rule  30  of  the  European  Pa ten t  
Convention)  between  claim  1-3  and  claim   ̂ is  porcelainware.  However 
porcelainware  per  se  does  not  cons t i tu te   an  inventive  concept  and 
therefore  claim  1-3  and  claim  k  form  two  d i s t inc t   i nven t ions .  
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