
Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets ©  Publication  number: 0  5 5 4   5 4 5   A 1  

©  Application  number:  92121133.0 

@  Date  of  filing:  11.12.92 

E U R O P E A N   PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

133.0  ©  Int.  CI.5:  B65D  1 /10  

®  Priority:  05.02.92  IT  GE920011  ©  Applicant:  PALMERA  S.p.A. 
Localita  Su  Arrasolu 

@  Date  of  publication  of  application:  I-07026  Olbia  (SS)(IT) 
11.08.93  Bulletin  93/32 

@  Inventor:  Valsecchi,  Adolfo 
©  Designated  Contracting  States:  3,  Via  Polleri 

ES  FR  GB  GR  1-16125  Genova(IT) 
Inventor:  Di  Giorgi,  Vincenzo 
3,  Via  Polleri 
1-16125  Genova(IT) 

©  Representative:  Porsia,  Attilio,  Dr.  et  al 
c/o  Succ.  Ing.  Fischetti  &  Weber  Via  Caffaro 
3/2 
1-16124  Genova  (IT) 

Q*)  Glass  container  for  foodstuffs. 

©  Glass  container  (101)  for  foodstuffs,  provided 
with  hermetically-closing  cover  (2).  Said  container  is 
of  cylindrical  shape  and  is  formed  with  an  annular 

glass  bulge  (4)  projecting  from  its  outer  mantle  by 
an  extent  which  is  larger  than  the  prominence  of  the 
peripheral  rim  of  the  hermetically-  closing  cover  (2). 
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The  present  invention  relates  to  glass  contain- 
ers  for  foodstuffs.  More  particularly,  it  relates  to 
small  glass  jars  provided  with  a  hermetically-clos- 
ing  cover  and  intended  to  contain  tuna-fish,  and 
generally  sliced  fish. 

Various  producers  of  foodstuffs,  especially  of 
sliced  preserved  fish  and  more  particularly  tuna- 
fish,  such  as  the  present  Applicant,  have  been 
marketing  their  products  several  years  within  glass 
containers  provided  with  a  hermetically-closing 
cover,  either  of  the  folded-edge  type  or  the  thread- 
ed  type.  There  are  various  reasons  accounting  for 
said  marketing  choice,  and  they  are  both  of  hy- 
gienic  and  aesthetic  nature.  However,  this  type  of 
containing  jar  with  sealing  cover  involves  some 
problems  related  particularly  to  the  transportation 
and  storage  thereof.  In  fact,  when  a  plurality  of 
these  jars  are  in  a  compact  package,  the  mutual 
impacts  of  said  containers  or  still  more  of  their 
covers  can  cause,  in  the  long  run,  the  destruction 
of  the  vacuum  in  some  jars,  with  resulting  consider- 
able  loss  of  safety  from  the  standpoint  of  preserva- 
tion  of  foodstuffs  therein.  In  effect,  the  contact  of 
foodstuffs  with  air  can  cause  the  partial  or  total 
decay  thereof,  with  considerable  damage  to  the 
consumer's  health  and,  as  a  consequence,  to  the 
producer. 

To  overcome  this  drawback,  containers  of 
slightly  flaring  or  frusto-conical  shape,  rather  than 
of  cylindrical  shape,  have  been  proposed,  so  as  to 
avoid  any  contact  between  their  covers  when  they 
are  packaged  and  transported,  said  covers  being 
located  at  the  end  of  smaller  diameter  of  this  type 
of  containers.  However,  also  this  type  of  containers 
has  some  disadvantages  in  connection  with  the  use 
by  a  customer. 

In  fact,  said  containers,  especially  in  case  of 
sliced  fish  or  tuna,  do  not  permit  the  content  there- 
in  to  be  withdrawn  as  a  unitary  block  because  their 
mouth  is  narrower  than  their  bottom.  Therefore,  the 
product  can  be  withdrawn  only  by  crumbling  it, 
which  is  a  disadvantage. 

The  present  invention  aims  to  overcome  said 
disadvantages  and  drawbacks  of  the  known  art  by 
providing  a  glass  container  of  cylindrical  shape 
provided  with  hermetically-clsoing  cover  and 
formed  with  an  annular  enlargement  protruding 
from  the  surface  of  said  container  by  an  extent 
larger  than  the  prominence  of  the  rim  of  the 
hermetically-closing  cover  on  said  container.  By 
this  provision,  in  the  packaging,  storing  and  trans- 
porting  steps,  the  contact  betwween  the  various 
containers  occours  at  said  annular  enlargements, 
thus  avoiding  any  mutual  impact  of  the  covers. 
Furthermore,  thanks  to  the  cylindrical  shape  of  the 
container  according  to  the  invention,  the  preserved 
product  can  be  withdrawn  as  a  unitary  block. 

Advantageously,  said  annular  enlargement  is 
formed  on  the  jar  at  the  region  immediately  below 
the  cover. 

Further  advantages  and  characteristics  will  be- 
5  come  more  apparent  from  the  following  description 

of  a  preferred  embodiment  of  the  present  invention, 
made  with  reference  to  the  accompanying  drawing, 
wherein: 

Fig.  1  is  a  side  view  of  two  glass  containers 
io  according  to  the  known  art,  arranged  in  contact 

with  each  other;  and 
Fig.  2  is  a  side  elevational  view  of  two  glass 
containers  according  to  the  present  invention. 
With  reference  to  the  drawing,  and  with  particu- 

75  lar  reference  to  Fig.  1,  the  numeral  1  indicates  a 
glass  jar  according  to  the  known  art,  provided  with 
hermetically-closing  cover  2.  Said  glass  jar  is  of 
frusto-conical  shape  whereby  when  in  a  condition 
such  as  shown  in  the  Figure,  it  is  in  contact  with 

20  another  jar  1,  this  contact  occurring  only  at  the 
base  of  the  jars  at  3  and  not  at  the  rim  of  the  cover 
2.  However,  since  each  container  1  is  narrower  at 
its  mouth,  some  of  the  problems  set  forth  above 
are  still  unsolved,  i.e.  the  content  therein  must  be 

25  crumbled  to  be  withdrawn,  since  it  cannot  be  re- 
moved  as  a  compact  unitary  block. 

Figure  2  shows  a  container  made  according  to 
the  present  invention.  As  shown,  said  container 
comprises  a  cylindrical  body  101  whose  mouth  is 

30  closed  by  a  hermetically-closing  cover  2.  The  body 
101  of  the  jar  is  formed,  on  the  outer  surface 
thereof,  with  an  annular  enlargement  4  protruding 
beyond  the  outline  of  the  jar  101  by  an  extent 
larger  than  the  prominence  of  the  peripheral  rim  of 

35  the  cover  2.  This  enlargement  4  is  designed  to 
contact,  at  the  point  103,  as  shown  in  Fiure  2,  the 
corresponding  enlargement  of  a  jar  packed  adja- 
cent  thereto. 

Thanks  to  the  fact  that  the  jar  101  is  of  cylin- 
40  drical  configuration,  the  product  therein  can  be 

removed  therefrom  as  a  compact  unitary  block. 

Claims 

45  1.  A  glass  container  (101)  for  foodstuffs,  provided 
with  hermetically-closing  cover,  characterized 
in  that  said  container  (101)  is  of  cylindrical 
shape  and  is  formed  with  an  annular  enlarge- 
ment  (4)  protruding  from  its  outer  surface  by 

50  an  extent  larger  than  the  prominence  of  the 
peripheral  rim  of  the  hermeticalli-closing  cover 
(2). 

2.  A  glass  container  according  to  claim  1,  char- 
55  acterized  in  that  said  annular  enlargement  (4) 

is  formed  at  the  region  immediately  below  the 
cover  (2)  of  said  container  (101). 
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3.  A  glass  container  according  to  the  preceding 
claims,  wherein  said  cover  (2)  is  secured  to  the 
container  (101)  by  edge-folding,  edge-beading 
or  by  threading. 
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