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(54)  Covers. 

(57)  A  bed  sheet  comprises  a  first  member  (16) 
locatable  around  the  mattress,  a  sheet  member 
(22)  adapted  to  cover  the  surface  and  fixing 
means  (20,24)  adapted  to  attach  the  sheet  mem- 
ber  to  the  first  member  and  to  maintain  the 
sheet  member  spread  in  a  tensioned  state  over 
the  surface. 
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This  invention  relates  to  bed  linen  and  other 
forms  of  covers. 

It  is  well  known  to  use  a  fitted  sheet  both  to  cover 
and  protect  a  mattress.  In  certain  circumstances  a 
waterproof  protective  cover  is  also  used;  this  may  or 
may  not  be  fitted. 

Although  a  fitted  sheet  stays  taut  and  does  not 
wrinkle,  it  is  often  awkward  and  difficult  to  change  and 
this  is  inconvenient  when  the  sheet  has  to  be 
changed  often. 

One  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to  provide 
a  flexible  cover  which  overcomes  some  of  the  disad- 
vantages  of  previous  fitted  sheets. 

According  to  one  aspect  of  the  present  invention 
there  is  provided  a  flexible  cover  for  covering  a  sur- 
face  of  an  article  comprising  a  first  member  locatable 
around  the  article,  a  sheet  member  adapted  to  cover 
the  surface  and  fixing  means  adpated  to  attach  the 
sheet  member  to  the  first  member  and  to  maintain  the 
sheet  member  spread  in  a  tensioned  state  over  the 
surface. 

One  of  the  advantages  of  this  is  that  the  sheet 
member  is  easily  removed  and  replaced,  so  that  if  it 
is  soiled  it  may  be  changed.  In  addition  the  sheet 
member  cover  is  maintained  in  a  tensioned  state. 

By  'tensioned  state'  we  mean  substantially  fully  - 
extended  and  wrinkle-free;  it  is  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary  for  the  sheet  member  to  be  subject  to  tensile 
stress,  although  in  practice  it  may  be  found  preferable 
for  the  sheet  member  to  be  subject  to  moderate  ten- 
sion. 

Preferably  the  first  member  is  in  the  form  of  a 
sleeve  or  is  a  fitted  undersheet  which  may  comprise 
a  waterproof  member  spread  over  the  surface  of  the 
article. 

Preferably  the  sheet  member  includes  part  of  the 
fixing  means  for  attaching  the  sheet  member  to  the 
first  member. 

Advantageously  the  fixing  means  comprises  a 
snap  action  fastener  or  the  fixing  means  comprises  a 
burr-type  fastener,  either  in  the  form  of  an  elongated 
strip  or  of  spaced-apart  tabs  or  pads. 

In  the  preferred  embodiments,  the  cover  is  in  the 
form  of  a  fitted  bed-sheet  or  in  the  form  of  a  seat  cov- 
er. 

According  to  a  second  aspect  of  the  present  in- 
vention,  there  is  provided  a  removably  attachable 
covering  sheet  member  having  one  part  of  a  fixing 
member,  the  sheet  member  being  adapted  to  be  re- 
movably  attached  by  the  fixing  member  to  a  second 
part  of  the  fixing  member  to  form  a  tensioned  protec- 
tive  cover  located  substantially  on  a  flat  surface  of  an 
article. 

Reference  will  now  be  made,  byway  of  example, 
to  the  accompanying  drawings  in  which:- 

Figure  1  is  a  diagram  of  a  sheet  according  to  one 
aspect  of  the  present  invention; 

Figure  2  is  an  enlarged  diagram  of  part  Aof  Figure 

1,  and 
Figure  3  shows  a  modified  form  of  the  sheet  of 

Figure  1  . 
Referring  to  the  figures,  a  fitted  bottom  sheet  is 

5  shown  generally  at  10.  The  fitted  sheet  has  a  protec- 
tive  layer  12  which  covers  the  top  surface  of  a  mat- 
tress  14.  Side  portions  16  are  attached  to  the  protec- 
tive  layer  and  extend  around  the  edge  of  the  mattress 
to  hold  the  protective  layer  in  place.  The  side  portions 

10  of  the  sheet  include  a  tensioning  member  18,  either 
of  elastic  or  in  the  form  of  a  drawstring  for  example, 
which  holds  the  sheet  in  place. 

A  fastener  20  for  example  a  strip  or  series  of 
spaced-apart  pads  of  Velcro  (Trade  Mark),  burr- 

15  fastener  or  the  like,  is  attached  to  the  surface  of  the 
protective  layer  12  around  the  edge  thereof.  A  top 
cover  sheet  22  is  attached  to  the  protective  layer  us- 
ing  the  fastener,  the  covering  having  a  matching  fas- 
tener  24. 

20  It  will  be  appreciated  that  protective  layer  12  itself 
may  be  omitted,  and  the  fastener  may  be  located  on 
the  side  portions  16  which  then  form  a  sleeve  or  cuff 
around  the  mattress  14.  Then  the  topsheet  22  may 
have  slots  or  cut-outs  at  its  corners  to  permit  its  edges 

25  to  extend  slightly  down  the  sides  of  the  mattress  to 
engage  the  fastener  16. 

The  cover  maybe  easily  attached  and  removed. 
This  means  that  instead  of  having  to  move  the  mat- 
tress  (as  is  necessary  to  change  a  conventional  fitted 

30  sheet),  the  top  cover  22  can  be  changed  by  merely  re- 
moving  and  replacing  it. 

If  the  undersheet  including  protective  layer  12  is 
used,  then  properly  fitting  this  so  as  to  be  wrinkle-free 
will  automatically  ensure  that  an  appropriately-sized 

35  top  sheet  will  also  be  wrinkle-free.  If  the  protective 
cover  is  omitted,  the  sleeve  formed  by  the  portions  16 
is  best  fitted  to  the  mattress  14  with  the  top  cover  22 
already  attached,  to  ensure  they  together  are  correct- 
ly  positioned.  Thereafter  the  top  cover  can  be  re- 

40  moved  and  replaced  as  necessary. 
The  protective  layer  may  be  fabricated  of  a  water- 

proof  material,  a  safety  air  fabric,  for  use  in  cots  or  the 
like,  or  any  other  appropriate  material.  Typically  the 
side  portions  16  and  the  top  sheet  22  are  made  from 

45  matching  bed  linen  material.  For  example,  linen,  cot- 
ton,  polyester,  polyester  mixes  etc. 

The  fastener  may  be  of  any  suitable  type,  for  ex- 
ample,  a  burr-type  fastener  as  described,  or  snap  ac- 
tion  fasteners,  buttons,  draw  strings,  ties  or  the  like. 

so  In  Figure  3  the  burr-fastener  strip  20,24  is  re- 
placed  by  a  series  of  spaced-apart  tabs  26  on  the 
sheet  and  correspondingly  placed  pads  (not  shown) 
on  the  side  portions  or  cuff  16. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  invention  could  be 
55  used  in  other  applications  than  that  described.  For 

example,  the  protective  layer  and/or  side  portions 
may  form  a  protective  seat  covering  and  the  top  cover 
may  form  a  removable  cover  thereto.  Alternatively 
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the  arrangement  may  be  adapted  to  be  used  as  a  ta- 
ble  covering. 

Two  or  more  top  covers  could  be  provided  for 
each  protective  layer.  This  may  be  of  particular  utility 
in  institutional  applications  such  as  hospitals.  The  pro- 
tective  layer  remains  in  situ  for  most  of  its  life  and  the 
top  covers  may  be  interchanged  many  times. 

If  more  than  one  top  cover  is  provided,  they  may 
be  of  different  patterns  and  designs. 

A  plurality  of  top  covers  may  be  attached  on  top 
of  each  other  by  appropriate  fasteners,  so  that  each 
successive  top  cover  may  be  removed  when  soiled 
thereby  exposing  a  clean  top  cover.  In  this  arrange- 
ment  it  may  be  preferable  for  the  top  covers  to  be  wa- 
terproofed  on  one  surface,  and/or  may  be  disposable. 

In  addition  if  the  fabric  is  of  a  certain  type  only  one 
part  of  the  fastening  means,  for  example  the  hooked 
part  of  Velcro,  may  be  required,  the  fabric  itself  acting 
as  the  other  part. 

10 

15 

having  one  part  of  a  fixing  member,  the  sheet 
member  being  adapted  to  be  removably  attached 
by  the  fixing  member  to  a  second  part  of  the  fix- 
ing  member  to  form  a  tensioned  protective  layer 
located  substantially  on  a  flat  horizontal  surface 
of  an  article. 

10.  A  removably  attachable  covering  sheet  member 
according  to  Claim  13,  in  the  form  of  a  bed  sheet. 

20 

Claims 

1  .  A  flexible  cover  for  covering  a  surface  of  an  arti- 
cle  comprising  a  first  member  locatable  around  25 
the  article,  a  sheet  member  adapted  to  cover  the 
surface  and  fixing  means  adapted  to  attach  the 
sheet  member  to  the  first  member  and  to  main- 
tain  the  sheet  member  spread  in  a  tensioned 
state  over  the  surface.  30 

2.  Aflexible  cover  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  the 
first  member  is  in  the  form  of  a  sleeve. 

3.  Aflexible  cover  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  the  35 
first  member  comprises  a  fitted  under  sheet. 

4.  Aflexible  cover  according  to  Claim  3,  wherein  the 
undersheet  comprises  a  waterproof  member  to 
be  spread  over  the  surface.  40 

5.  Aflexible  cover  according  to  any  preceding  claim, 
wherein  the  sheet  member  includes  part  of  the 
fixing  means  for  attaching  the  sheet  member  to 
the  first  member.  45 

6.  Aflexible  cover  according  to  any  of  Claims  1  to  5, 
wherein  the  sheet  member  comprises  a  plurality 
of  layers,  each  adapted  to  be  attached  one  to  the 
next  by  said  fastening  means.  so 

7.  Aflexible  cover  according  to  Claim  6,  wherein  the 
layers  are  disposable. 

8.  Aflexible  cover  according  to  any  preceding  claim,  55 
wherein  the  cover  is  in  the  form  of  a  fitted  sheet. 

9.  A  removably  attachable  covering  sheet  member 

3 
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