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(54)  Fastener  carrier  tape. 

(57)  A  fastener  carrier  tape  (1),  for  fasteners  (4),  such  as  rivets,  with  a  shank  (15)  and  relatively  enlarged 
head  (16),  incorporates  successive  fastener  retention  apertures  (5)  with  supplemental  peripheral 
weakening  slits  or  cut-outs  (6),  to  promote  controlled  tape  deformation  and  failure  and  thus  controlled 
discharge  of  the  fastener  head  through  the  tape  and  retain  fastener  orientation  ;  and  supplementary  tape 
indexing  apertures  (8)  corresponding  to  the  fastener  retention  apertures  for  fastener  positioning. 
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SLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES  | 

he  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  tne  time  or  tiling  more  man  ten  claims, 

r—  |  All  claims  tees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Eur 
'  d.«.n..n|nr.ll^»mt 

II  claims  tees  have  been  paid  within  tne  preseriDeo  time  nmn.  ine  pressm  tuiuimn  .=KU.>  ,™  ™... 
rawn  up  for  all  claims. 

□  

□  

Dnly  part  of  the  claims  tees  have  been  paid  within  tne  prescnoec  time  iimn  me  presem  cuiuuvan  ■=<•.!... 
-eport  has  been  drawn  up  tor  tne  first  ten  claims  and  tor  those  claims  tor  which  claims  tees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

Ho  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

I  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
he  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
nvention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  grouos  of  inventions. 
lamely: 

see  s h e e t   - B -  

□  

□  

All  further  search  tees  have  been  pa>c  wimm  me  iixea  Time  umii.  me  presem  curupodn  woimi  lê un  nas 
Deen  prawn  up  lor  all  claims 

Only  pan  oi  tne  further  search  lees  nave  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  arawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  wnich  relate  to  the  inventions  In 
respect  of  which  search  tees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

None  ot  the  further  search  tees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit  The  p'esent  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  tor  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims. 
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LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

The  Search  Division  considers  that  Hie  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  ol  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

1.  Claims  1-8  c o n c e r n   a  tape   i n t e n d e d   to  c a r r y   d i s c r e t e  
f a s t e n e r s   in  s u c c e s s i v e   r e t e n t i o n   h o l e s ,  
such  h o l e s   be ing   of  a  c e r t a i n   c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  
The  problem  a d d r e s s e d   is  one  of  m a i n t a i n i n g  
f a s t e n e r s   in  a  p r e - d e t e r m i n e d   o r i e n t a t i o n  
when  t h e s e   are  p r e s s e d   from  the  c a r r i e r  
tape  by  a  punch  member 
Claim  8  is  d i s a l l o w e d   by  r u l e   29(6)  EPC 

2.  Claims  9-11  c o n c e r n   a  machine  to  apply   a  f a s t e n e r  
to  a  w o r k p i e c e .   S p e c i f i c   a s p e c t s   of  s u c h  
machine  are  devo t ed   to  d r i v i n g   a  f a s t e n e r *  
tape  in  i n c r e m e n t s   and  s e n s i n g   the  p o s i t i o n "  
of  a  tape  u s ing   an  o p t i c a l   beam  s e n s o r .  

The  c l a ims   9-11  are  judged  to  form  n o n - u n i t y  
of  i n v e n t i o n   a  p r i o r i  

The  s e a r c h   has  been  c a r r i e d   out  for  the  i n v e n t i o n   f i r s t  
m e n t i o n e d   in  the  c l a i m s .  
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Claims  s e a r c h e d   c o m p l e t e l y :   1 - 7  

: i a im  not  s e a r c h e d :   8 

See  r u l e   29(6)  EPC 
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