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Fastener carrier tape.

A fastener carrier tape (1), for fasteners (4), such as rivets, with a shank (15) and relatively enlarged
incorporates successive fastener retention apertures (5) with supplemental
weakening slits or cut-outs (6), to promote controlled tape deformation and failure and thus controlled
discharge of the fastener head through the tape and retain fastener orientation ; and supplementary tape

head (16),

indexing apertures (8) corresponding to the fastener retention apertures for fastener positioning.
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Claims 9-11 concern a machine to apply a fastener

The Search Division considers that the present European palent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of
invention and relates 1o saveral inventions or groups of inventions,

Claims 1-8 concern a tape intended to carry discrete

fasteners in successive retention holes,
such holes being of a certain configuration.
The problem addressed is one of maintaining
fasteners in a pre-determined orientation
when these are pressed from the carrier
tape by a punch member

Claim 8 is disallowed by rule 29(6) EPC

to a workpiece. Specific aspects of such
machine are devoted to driving a fastener
tape in increments and sensing the position
of a tape using an optical beam sensor.

The claims 9-11 are judged to form non-unity
of invention a priori

The search has been carried out for the invention first
mentioned in the claims.
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