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©  Image  forming  apparatus. 

©  An  image  forming  apparatus  capable  of  surely 
transferring  an  image  to  produce  an  attractive  image 
and,  in  addition,  surely  separating  a  transfer  medium 
from  a  photoconductive  element  with  no  regard  to 
the  environment.  A  transfer  belt  (3)  is  passed  over  a 
drive  roller  (4)  and  driven  rollers  (5-7).  The  rollers  6 

and  7  are  connected  to  ground.  The  roller  5  plays 
the  role  of  a  bias  roller  or  bias  electrode  while  the 
roller  4  remains  in  an  electrically  floating  state.  The 
belt  (3)  contacts  the  photoconductive  drum  (1)  over 
a  predetermined  nip  width.  Optionally  the  belt  (3) 
acts  as  an  intermediate  transfer  medium. 

Rank  Xerox  (UK)  Business  Services 
(3.  10/3.09/3.3.4) 



2 



J )  European  Patent 
Office 

EUROPEAN  SEARCH  REPORT Application  Number 
EP  93  10  5767 

DOCUMENTS  CONSIDERED  TO  BE  RELEVANT 

Category Citation  of  document  with  indication,  where  appropriate, 
of  relevant  passages 

Relevant 
to  claim 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE APPUCATION  (Int.CI.S) 

P,Y 

P,A 

Y 

A 

PATENT  ABSTRACTS  OF  JAPAN 
vol.  14,  no.  332  (P-1077)  17  July  1990 
&  JP-A-02  110  586  (CANON)  23  April  1990 

*  3tbstr*3LCt  * 
&  US-A-5  172  173  (GOTO  ET  AL.) 

*  the  whole  document  * 

PATENT  ABSTRACTS  OF  JAPAN 
vol.  15,  no.  446  (P-1274)  13  November  1991 
&  JP-A-03  186  876  (CANON) 

*  abstract   * 

EP-A-0  368  617  (CANON) 

*  abstract   * 

- / -  

The  present  search  report  has  been  drawn  up  for  all  claims 

1 , 2 , 4 , 5 ,  
10 

3 ,9 ,13 ,  
16,19, 
22-24 
6-8,11,  
12,14, 
15,17, 
18,20, 
21,25,26 

1 , 2 , 4 , 5 ,  
10 
3 ,9 ,13 ,  
16,19, 
22-24 
6-8,11,  
12,14, 
15,17,  . 
18,20, 
21,25,26. 

G03G15/16 
G03G15/00 

1 , 2 , 4 , 5 ,  
10 

9 ,13,16,  
19,22 

TECHNICAL  FIELDS 
SEARCHED  (Int.CI.5) 

G03G 

Place  of  search 
THE  HAGUE 

Date  of  completion  of  the  search 
9  March  1995 Lipp,  G 

CATEGORY  OF  CITED  DOCUMENTS 
X  :  particularly  relevant  if  taken  alone Y  :  particularly  relevant  if  combined  with  another 

document  of  the  same  category A  :  technological  background O  :  non-written  disclosure P  :  intermediate  document 

T  :  theory  or  principle  underlying  the  invention E  :  earlier  patent  document,  but  published  on,  or after  the  filing  date D  :  document  cited  in  the  application L  :  document  cited  for  other  reasons 
&  :  member  of  the  same  patent  family,  corresponding document 



European  Patent 
Office 

EUROPEAN  SEARCH  REPORT Application  Number 
EP  93  10  5767 

DOCUMENTS  CONSIDERED  TO  BE  RELEVANT 
r„,„m„  Citation  of  document  with  indication,  where  appropriate,  Relevant  CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE calesory  of  relevant  passages  to  claim  APPLICATION  (Int.CI.5) 

Y  PATENT  ABSTRACTS  OF  JAPAN  23,24 
vol.  12,  no.  58  (P-669)  20  February  1988 
&  JP-A-62  203  169  (YAMAUCHI)  7  September 
1987 
*  abstract   * 

A  PATENT  ABSTRACTS  OF  JAPAN  9 ,13,16,  
vol.  7,  no.  220  (P-226)  (1365)  30  19,22 
September  1983 
&  JP-A-58  111  960  (RICOH)  4  July  1983 
*  abstract   * 

TECHNICAL  FIELDS 
SEARCHED  (Int.CI.5) 

The  present  search  report  has  been  drawn  up  for  all  claims 
Place  of  search  Date  of  completion  of  the  search  Examiner 
THE  HAGUE  9  March  1995  Lipp,  G 

CATEGORY  OF  CITED  DOCUMENTS  T  :  theory  or  principle  underlying  the  invention E  :  earlier  patent  document,  but  published  on,  or X  :  particularly  relevant  if  taken  alone  after  the  filing  date Y  :  particularly  relevant  if  combined  with  another  D  :  document  cited  in  the  application document  of  the  same  category  L  :  document  cited  for  other  reasons 
O  :  non-written  disclosure  &  :  member  of  the  same  patent  family,  corresponding P  :  intermediate  document  document 


	bibliography
	search report

