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Description 

FIELD  OF  THE  INVENTION 

This  invention  pertains  to  a  paint  brush  bristle 
holder  which  facilitates  cleaning  after  use,  and  pre- 
vents  dried  paint  bristle  buildup  and  bristle  spread, 
both  of  which  occur  after  paint  brushes  have  been 
used  and  re-used  for  a  period  of  time. 

BACKGROUND  OF  THE  INVENTION 

A  longstanding  problem  with  paint  brushes  that 
are  used  for  industrial  and  domestic  painting  ap- 
plications  is  that  with  time  and  repeated  use  paint 
tends  to  build  up  within  the  bristles  at  the  end  of 
the  bristles  that  is  joined  to  the  paint  brush  handle 
and  base.  The  bristles  are  typically  held  in  place 
with  rigid  urethane  glue  which  is  bonded  to  a 
ferrule  connected  to  the  brush  handle.  The  paint 
which  collects  in  that  area  of  the  bristles  is  difficult 
to  clean  away.  Thus,  usually,  some  paint  is  left  in 
the  bristles  in  that  region  of  the  brush  even  after 
the  used  brush  has  been  cleaned.  The  dried  paint 
collects  and  builds  up  over  time  with  repeated  use 
of  the  paint  brush.  This  causes  the  bristles  of  the 
brush  to  spread  and  reduces  the  efficiency  of  the 
brush.  Also,  the  dried  paint  build  up  tends  to  cause 
the  bristles  to  wear  and  break  at  the  location  of  the 
dried  paint.  This  reduces  the  life  of  the  paint  brush. 

Proper  cleaning  of  a  paint  brush  requires  a 
considerable  amount  of  solvent,  if  the  person 
cleaning  the  brush  is  meticulous.  This  often  repre- 
sents  a  waste  of  costly  solvent,  and  represents  an 
environmental  pollutant.  Thus,  most  commercial 
painters  will  balance  the  cost  of  the  solvent  with  the 
cost  of  the  paint  brush.  It  may  be  economic,  for 
instance,  to  only  expect  a  paint  brush  to  be  used  a 
half-dozen  times  before  it  must  be  discarded,  rath- 
er  than  waste  a  considerable  amount  of  solvent 
attempting  to  meticulously  clean  the  brush  after 
each  use. 

The  time  required  to  clean  conventional 
brushes  is  also  an  important  factor  for  commercial 
painters.  In  some  instances  it  can  be  more  eco- 
nomic  for  commercial  painters  to  discard  brushes 
after  each  use  rather  than  spend  the  time  to  clean 
them  properly.  This  also  results  in  unnecessary 
wastage. 

With  conventional  paint  brushes  solvent  tends 
to  accumulate  in  a  cavity  between  the  glued  end  of 
the  bristles  and  the  end  of  the  brush  handle  within 
the  ferrule.  Accordingly,  when  the  brush  is  subse- 
quently  used,  solvent  tends  to  escape  from  the 
cavity  and  run  down  the  brush  handle,  especially 
when  the  brush  is  used  to  paint  overhead  ceilings 
and  the  like.  Additionally,  if  the  brush  was  pre- 
viously  used  to  apply  paint  of  another  colour,  mi- 

gration  of  solvent  from  the  aforesaid  cavity  may 
result  in  mistinting  of  the  paint. 

It  would  be  advantageous  if  some  means  could 
be  developed  which  would  minimize  or  eliminate 

5  the  build  up  of  paint  in  the  location  where  the 
bristles  are  set  or  meet  the  paint  brush  handle.  It 
would  also  be  advantageous  if  a  mechanism  could 
be  developed  to  reduce  the  amount  of  solvent 
which  is  required  to  clean  a  paint  brush.  It  would 

io  also  be  useful  if  a  mechanism  could  be  developed 
which  would  reduce  or  eliminate  bristle  flare  as  it 
occurs  over  time  when  a  paint  brush  is  used  a 
number  of  times. 

U.S.  patent  No.  4,129,918,  granted  December 
75  19,  1978,  to  Robert  Lee,  discloses  an  adjustable 

sleeve  for  an  artist's  paint  brush  adapted  to  adjust 
the  effective  length  of  the  bristles  of  the  brush.  The 
adjustable  sleeve  is  tubular  at  its  tip  to  contain  the 
hair  or  bristles.  The  sleeve  is  split  above  the  tip  to 

20  provide  a  spring  biased  grip  upon  the  brush  ferrule. 
The  adjustable  sleeve  is  tapered  in  substantial  con- 
formity  with  the  taper  of  the  ferrule  and  it  is  longitu- 
dinally  adjustable  relative  to  the  ferrule  to  vary  the 
effective  length  of  the  hair  or  bristles.  The  sleeve  is 

25  designed  for  use  with  an  artist's  brush,  which  has 
bristles  arranged  in  a  taper  column  form.  The 
sleeve  does  not  fit  over  the  base  of  the  brush  at 
the  location  where  the  bristles  meet  the  base. 

U.S.  patent  No.  4,237,579,  issued  December  9, 
30  1980,  to  Johnathan  H.  Salmon,  discloses  a  tool  for 

applying  a  liquid  stain  to  a  flat  surface  to  impart  a 
timber  grain  effect  to  the  surface.  The  tool  com- 
prises  a  paint  brush,  a  bristle  retaining  slidable 
plate  on  one  side  of  the  brush  and  a  slidable  comb 

35  plate  on  the  other  side  of  the  brush.  Both  of  the 
plates  have  an  elongated  slot  which  engages  a  bolt 
which  passes  through  the  paint  brush.  The  comb 
adjustably  separates  the  brush  bristles  into  discrete 
bunches  to  permit  the  application  of  stain  to  impart 

40  a  wood  grain  pattern  to  the  surface. 
This  tool  does  not  disclose  a  holder  which  fits 

on  both  sides  of  the  paint  brush  base  where  the 
bristles  are  secured  to  the  base.  The  tool  is  not 
designed  to  prevent  paint  from  migrating  down  the 

45  bristles  in  the  direction  of  the  base. 
U.S.  patent  No.  4,339,837,  granted  July  20, 

1982,  to  Christiaan  Reeberg,  discloses  a  sliding 
box-like  girdle  which  can  be  fit  over  a  paint  brush 
to  confine  the  bristles.  The  girdle  acts  as  a  hanger 

50  so  that  the  paint  brush  can  be  hung  on  a  wall.  The 
girdle  also  protects  the  brush  bristles  while  on 
display,  or  during  storage.  Further,  the  girdle  is 
used  to  control  the  effective  length  of  the  bristle 
ends  for  specific  painting  jobs.  The  girdle  also 

55  serves  to  squeeze  excess  paint  from  the  bristles 
after  each  dip  into  a  can  of  paint. 

The  girdle  does  not  serve  to  encircle  the  base 
of  the  paint  brush,  where  the  bristles  meet  the 
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paint  base,  and  thereby  prevent  paint  from  migrat- 
ing  along  the  bristles  to  the  base,  and  thereby 
collecting  at  the  base-bristle  ended  face. 

British  Patent  No.  A-29156,  Cole,  discloses  a 
paint  brush  provided  with  a  girdle  (a)  located  ar- 
ound  the  base  of  the  bristles,  the  lower  portion  of 
the  girdle  being  in  abutment  with  a  releasable 
socket  (c)  made  in  two  parts  hinged  together,  said 
socket  surrounding  and  clamping  the  bristles  at  a 
lower  portion  of  the  girdle. 

Belgian  Patent  No.  A-497,801  discloses  a  cir- 
cular  girdle  16  which  fits  over  the  base  of  a  circular 
paint  brush  and  holds  the  bristles  15  together  at  a 
point  removed  from  the  base. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVENTION 

A  bristle  holder  adapted  for  use  with  a  paint 
brush  handle  and  base  with  bristles  at  one  end 
comprising:  (a)  a  girdle  adapted  to  releasably  en- 
circle  the  base  of  the  paint  brush  handle  and  the 
base  of  the  bristles;  (b)  a  pair  of  releasable  mem- 
bers  secured  to  each  side  of  the  girdle,  the  mem- 
bers  being  capable  of  abutting  the  bristles  when 
moved  to  a  first  position,  and  being  removed  from 
the  bristles  when  moved  to  a  second  position. 

A  bristle  holder  with  a  member  suitable  for 
releasably  fixing  over  the  bristles  of  a  paint  brush 
which  comprises:  (a)  removable  means  which  fit 
over  and  surround  the  bristles  of  the  brush  at  the 
location  where  the  bristles  meet  the  base  and  han- 
dle  of  the  brush,  said  means  preventing  the  migra- 
tion  of  paint  into  the  bristles  which  are  surrounded 
and  held  by  the  removable  means;  and  (b)  releas- 
able  means  for  enabling  the  removable  means  to 
be  affixed  over  the  bristles  or  removed  from  the 
bristles. 

A  bristle  holder  wherein  the  removable  means 
may  be  secured  to  the  base  of  the  paint  brush  by 
at  least  one  hinge  means  which  is  connected  to  the 
base  of  the  paint  brush.  The  releasable  means  may 
be  a  spring  which  is  hingedly  secured  to  the  base 
of  the  paint  brush. 

The  holder  may  be  constructed  of  four  compo- 
nents  which  can  be  removably  secured  to  one 
another  around  the  bristles  at  the  location  where 
the  bristles  are  received  in  the  base  of  the  paint 
brush.  The  four  components  may  be  adapted  to 
snap  together  to  thereby  form  a  unitary  clamp 
means.  Two  of  the  components  may  be  releasably 
secured  to  the  other  two  components  by  means  of 
springs,  which  snap  into  place  against  the  other 
component. 

DRAWINGS 

In  the  drawings  which  represent  a  detailed  il- 
lustration  of  specific  embodiments  of  the  invention, 

but  which  should  not  be  construed  as  limiting  the 
scope  of  the  invention  in  any  way: 

Figure  1  illustrates  an  isometric  view  of  the  paint 
brush  bristle  holder  installed  on  a  paint  brush. 

5  Figure  2  illustrates  a  side  view  of  a  paint  brush 
with  the  bristle  holder. 
Figure  3  illustrates  an  end  section  view  of  the 
bristle  holder  with  the  side  gripping  plates 
hinged  away  from  the  bristles. 

io  Figure  4  illustrates  an  end  section  view  of  the 
bristle  holder  with  the  side  gripping  plates 
hinged  against  the  bristles. 
Figure  5  illustrates  an  end  section  view  of  the 
holder  clamped  against  the  bristles. 

is  Figure  6  illustrates  a  front  elevation  view  of  a 
paint  brush  with  an  alternative  style  clamp  se- 
cured  in  place  on  the  paint  brush; 
Figure  7  represents  a  side  elevation  view  of  a 
paint  brush  with  the  alternative  clamp  secured  in 

20  place  on  the  paint  brush; 
Figure  8  illustrates  a  perspective  view  of  a  paint 
brush  adapted  to  receive  the  alternative  paint 
brush  clamp; 
Figure  9  illustrates  a  side  elevation  view  of  the 

25  main  component  of  the  alternative  paint  brush 
clamp; 
Figure  10  illustrates  a  perspective  view  of  the 
removable  element  of  the  alternative  paint  brush 
clamp; 

30  Figure  11  illustrates  a  side  section  elevation 
view  of  a  paint  brush,  with  the  two  alternative 
clamp  members  in  a  position  ready  for  clamping 
on  the  paint  brush;  and 
Figure  12  illustrates  a  side  section  view  of  the 

35  two  alternative  elements  of  the  clamp  clamped 
in  place  on  the  bristles  of  the  paint  brush  where 
the  bristles  are  set  into  the  paint  brush  handle. 

DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  OF  A  SPECIFIC  EM- 
40  BODIMENT  OF  THE  INVENTION 

Referring  to  the  drawings,  Figure  1  illustrates 
an  isometric  view  of  a  paint  brush  tool,  with  handle 
4,  and  bristle  6,  equipped  with  a  bristle  holder  8. 

45  The  bristle  holder  8  has  on  each  side,  a  hinged 
panel  10,  which  extends  laterally  along  the  wide 
side  of  the  holder  8.  The  edge  of  each  hinged 
panel  10,  removed  from  the  bristle  6,  as  thereon  a 
respective  reinforcing  clip  12,  reinforcing  clip  12,  is 

50  usually  formed  of  stainless  steel,  and  serves  to 
provide  dimensional  stability  to  the  hinged  panel 
10,  when  the  hinged  panel  10  is  hinged  upwardly 
so  that  it  abuts  the  bristle  6.  Figures  2  and  3  show 
the  hinged  panel  10  abutting  the  bristle  6.  The 

55  bristle  holder  8  is  a  clip  with  a  pair  of  securing 
clips  14,  which  in  Figure  1,  are  shown  hinged 
downwardly,  to  thereby  enable  the  pair  of  panels 
10  to  be  moved  away  from  the  bristle  6.  A  screw 
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16  fits  in  the  narrow  side  of  the  holder  8,  and  holds 
a  bristle  separator  20  (not  visible  in  Figure  1)  which 
extends  laterally  across  the  interior  of  the  holder  8. 
The  bristle  separator  20  forms  a  space  21  between 
one  group  of  bristles  on  one  side  of  the  holder,  and 
another  group  of  bristle  6  on  the  other  side  of  the 
holder  8. 

Figure  2  illustrates  a  front  view  of  the  paint 
brush  2,  with  handle  4  and  bristle  6.  As  seen  in 
Figure  2,  hinged  panel  10  has  been  moved  so  that 
it  abuts  the  bristle  6,  and  is  held  in  place  by  the 
pair  of  securing  clips  14  being  snugged  into  posi- 
tion  to  hold  the  panel  10  against  the  bristles  6. 
Figure  2  also  illustrates  how  the  reinforcing  clip  12, 
constructed  of  harden  steel,  strengthens  the  edge 
of  the  panel  10,  and  thereby  ensures  that  a  firm 
force  is  applied  against  the  bristle  6  along  the 
entire  edge  of  the  panel  10.  Figure  2  also  illustrates 
holder  end  piece  18,  which  extends  along  the  nar- 
row  side  of  each  side  of  holder  8. 

Figure  3  illustrates  an  ended  view  of  the  paint 
brush  2,  with  handle  4  and  bristle  6.  As  seen 
previously  in  Figure  2,  Figure  3  also  illustrates  the 
pair  of  hinged  panels  10  moved  into  position  so 
that  they  abut  the  bristles  6,  and  are  held  in  place 
by  securing  clips  14.  Holder  end  piece  18  is  fully 
visible  in  Figure  3.  Screw  16,  which  extends  the 
length  of  holder  8,  holds  the  two  holder  end  pieces 
18  together,  as  well  as  bristle  separator  20,  which 
is  not  visible  in  Figure  3.  The  bristle  separator  20, 
creates  a  space  21  ,  between  one  group  of  bristle  6 
and  the  opposite  group  of  bristle  6. 

Figure  4  illustrates  a  section  view  showing  how 
the  bristle  6  are  arranged  in  two  groups  and  fit  into 
the  interior  of  holder  8.  As  seen  in  Figure  4,  the 
pair  of  hinged  panels  10  are  hinged  away  from  the 
bristle  6.  Bristle  separator  20,  which  is  held  in 
place  by  screw  16,  separates  the  bristles  into  two 
groups,  leaving  space  21  between  the  two  groups. 
Clips  14  have  been  swung  away  so  that  panels  10 
can  be  moved  away  from  the  bristle  6. 

The  orientation  depicted  in  Figure  4  is  ideal  for 
enabling  the  bristles  to  be  fully  clamped.  By  mov- 
ing  the  two  hinged  panels  10  away  from  the  bris- 
tles,  bristles  which  have  not  been  coated  with  paint, 
are  exposed  to  the  solvent.  The  solvent  can  be 
either  a  petroleum  distil  solvent,  used  for  removing 
oil  base  paint,  or  water,  which  can  be  used  to 
remove  latex-base  paint. 

Figure  5  illustrates  a  section  view  of  the  interior 
of  the  brush,  with  the  two  hinged  panels  10  hinged 
so  that  they  abut  the  respective  sides  of  the  bristle 
6.  The  pair  of  reinforcing  clips  10,  which  are 
formed  of  harden  steel,  ensure  that  the  two  panels 
10,  when  abutting  the  sides  of  the  bristles,  squeeze 
the  bristles  6  tightly  against  bristle  separator  20, 
thereby  discouraging  paint  from  migrating  along 
the  bristles  6  past  the  point  where  the  pair  of 

reinforcing  clips  12  abut  the  bristles  6.  The  com- 
bination  of  the  reinforcing  clips  12,  and  the  bristles 
separator  20,  also  serve  to  hold  the  two  groups  of 
bristles  snugly,  for  painting  purposes.  Then,  once 

5  the  paint  job  has  been  completed,  or  the  painter 
wishes  to  stop  painting  for  the  day,  the  painter 
merely  removes  the  pair  of  clips  14  away  from  the 
pair  of  panels  10,  the  hinged  panels  10  are  then 
moved  away  from  the  bristles,  to  the  position  seen 

io  in  Figure  4,  and  the  bristles  6  are  then  fully  ex- 
posed  for  ready  cleaning. 

Tests  conducted  with  the  paint  brush  holder  8, 
indicated  that  the  bristles  6  can  be  fully  cleaned 
using  only  about  10  percent  of  the  amount  of 

is  solvent  normally  used.  Furthermore,  it  has  been 
found  that  because  the  paint  is  not  allowed  to  travel 
to  the  junctions  where  the  bristle  6  meets  the  brush 
handle  4,  flex  points  of  weakness  are  not  created, 
and  hence  the  bristles  last  much  longer  than  the 

20  conventional  paint  brush  designs. 
Bristle  holder  8,  and  hinged  panels  10,  and 

holder  end  pieces  18,  can  be  formed  of  a  suitable 
plastic  such  as  medium  density  polyethylene,  poly- 
propylene,  or  some  other  flexible  plastic.  The  joint 

25  between  the  panels  10  and  the  bristle  holder  8, 
using  such  plastic  materials,  can  be  flexed  millions 
of  times.  Therefore,  a  separate  hinge  is  not  re- 
quired. 

Referring  to  Figures  6  and  7,  which  illustrate 
30  respectively  front  and  side  elevation  views  of  a 

paint  brush,  with  the  paint  brush  clamp  secured  in 
place,  it  can  be  seen  that  the  paint  brush  clamp  22 
is  positioned  on  the  paint  brush  24  over  the  bristles 
26  in  the  area  where  the  bristles  are  set  or 

35  clamped  in  the  base  of  the  paint  brush  24.  The 
clamp  22  has  a  pair  of  wing  grips  28  which  fit  onto 
the  sides  of  the  base  of  the  paint  brush  24. 

Referring  to  Figure  8,  it  can  be  seen  that  the 
base  25  of  the  paint  brush  24  is  adapted  to  have 

40  grip  slots  30  formed  on  each  side.  Each  grip  slot 
30  has  a  grip  prong  32  constructed  at  the  top  end 
of  the  rspective  grip  slot  30. 

Referring  to  Figure  9,  which  illustrates  the  main 
component  of  the  clamp  22,  it  can  be  seen  that  the 

45  clamp  22  has  the  respective  wing  grips  28  con- 
structed  at  each  side  of  the  clamp  22.  Prong  holes 
34  are  constructed  at  the  top  region  of  each  of  the 
wing  grips  28.  Prong  holes  34  respectively  receive 
the  two  grip  prongs  32,  which  are  constructed  in 

50  the  top  regions  of  the  two  grip  slots  30  on  each 
side  of  the  base  35. 

As  can  be  seen  in  Figure  10,  removable  clamp 
piece  36,  is  constructed  so  that  it  has  a  pair  of 
clamp  grips  38  formed  as  each  end  of  the  clamp 

55  piece  36.  These  clamp  grips  38  are  formed  to  mate 
with  a  respective  pair  of  clamp  grip  slots  40  which 
are  constructed  in  the  interior  surfaces  of  the  two 
sides  of  the  clamp  22.  Each  clamp  grip  38  has  a 

4 
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clamp  grip  prong  42,  formed  on  the  outer  side  of 
each  clamp  grip  38.  These  prongs  42  are  adapted 
to  be  received  within  and  held  by  a  pair  of  clamp 
prong  holes  44,  which  are  formed  in  the  outer 
sides  of  the  respective  clamp  grip  slots  40  in 
clamp  22.  Thus,  removable  clamp  piece  36  can  be 
snapped  into  place  in  conjunction  with  clamp  22  by 
inserting  the  respective  clamp  grips  38  into  the 
respective  clamp  grip  slots  40  and  having  the 
prongs  42  snap  into  place  within  respective  prong 
holes  44. 

The  clamp  22  is  first  secured  to  the  base  25  of 
the  paint  brush  24  by  sliding  respective  wing  grips 
28  into  respective  side  grip  slots  30  as  formed  on 
the  sides  of  the  base  25.  The  wing  grips  28  are  slid 
along  the  slots,  in  an  upwardly  direction,  commenc- 
ing  at  the  base  of  each  slot  30,  until  a  point  is 
reached  where  grip  prongs  32  snap  into  position  in 
respective  prong  holes  34.  Then,  once  clamp  22  is 
in  place,  and  in  effect  encloses  three  sides  of  the 
bristles  6,  removable  clamp  piece  36  is  put  into 
place  by  inserting  the  respective  clamp  grips  38 
into  respective  slots  40  of  the  clamp  22,  until  a 
point  is  reached  where  the  respective  prongs  42 
snap  into  place  within  the  respective  prong  holes 
44.  Once  these  procedures  have  been  completed, 
then  the  clamp  22,  with  clamp  piece  36  in  place,  is 
securely  fastened  onto  the  base  25  of  paint  brush 
24. 

Figures  11  and  12  illustrate  by  section  views 
the  manner  in  which  the  clamp  22  and  the  remov- 
able  clamp  36  fit  securely  over  the  top  end  of 
bristles  26,  and  immediately  below  base  25  of  paint 
brush  24.  With  clamp  piece  36  in  place,  clamp  22 
by  being  securely  fixed  at  the  top  region  of  bristles 
26,  prevents  wet  paint  from  migrating  by  capillary 
action  upwardly  between  the  bristles  that  are  held 
under  the  clamp  22  -  clamp  piece  36  combination. 
As  can  be  seen  in  Figures  11  and  12  with  the 
clamp  in  place,  ample  bristle  26  length  remains  to 
enable  the  paint  brush  to  be  used  for  painting. 
Once  the  user  is  through  with  the  paintbrush  for  the 
day,  the  painter  merely  removes  the  combination 
of  clamp  22  -  piece  36  from  the  brush  and  then 
using  solvent  cleans  away  unused  paint  from  the 
bristles  26.  Because  the  wet  paint  has  not  been 
permitted  to  migrate  to  the  very  top  ends  of  the 
bristles  26,  the  paint  is  much  more  easily  cleaned 
away  from  that  area.  The  effect  of  this  is  that  any 
clogged  paint  at  the  top  region  of  the  bristle  is 
easily  cleaned  away  by  the  solvent. 

The  clamp  22  -  piece  36  combination  has  a 
number  of  advantages.  Once  the  clamp  has  been 
removed,  less  time  is  required  to  clean  the  bristles 
of  unused  wet  paint.  Moreover,  the  bristles  are 
easier  to  clean  since  the  paint  is  located  in  the 
region  of  the  paint  bristles  removed  from  the  base 
25.  Because  the  clamp  22  -  piece  36  combination 

prevents  the  build  up  of  paint  in  the  region  where 
the  bristle  6  are  set  into  the  base  25,  bristle  flair  is 
prevented  and  bristles  last  longer,  thereby  prolong- 
ing  the  life  of  the  paint  brush.  Furthermore,  less 

5  solvent  is  required  to  clean  the  paint  brush,  thereby 
representing  a  savings  in  solvent  cost.  The  use  of 
the  clamp  22  -  piece  36  combination,  also  causes 
the  performance  of  the  paint  brush  to  be  more 
consistent  over  a  longer  period  of  time. 

io  A  longstanding  problem  with  conventional  paint 
brushes  is  that  the  performance  of  the  paint  brush 
is  proportionally  reduced  with  the  build  up  of 
clogged  dry  paint  at  the  base  regions  of  the  bris- 
tles.  This  does  not  occur  when  the  clamp  22  - 

is  piece  36  combination  is  used.  The  clamp  22  - 
piece  36  combination  can  be  constructed  of  ligh- 
tweight  materials  such  as  a  strong  plastic,  alu- 
minum,  or  some  other  suitable  material,  and  thus, 
the  weight  and  size  of  the  paint  brush  is  not 

20  appreciably  affected.  The  clamp  22  -  piece  36 
combination  can  be  manufactured  in  different  sizes, 
shapes,  and  of  different  materials,  to  accommodate 
different  sizes  of  paint  brushes,  e.g.  1  1/2  inch,  2 
inch,  3  inch,  4  inch,  and  other  commercial  sizes. 

25  The  clamp  2  -  clamp  piece  16  combination  can  be 
used  on  any  type  of  paint  brush,  including  pig's 
bristle  paint  brushes,  nylon  paint  brushes,  and  oth- 
ers  available  on  the  marketplace. 

30  Claims 

1.  A  bristle  holder  adapted  for  use  with  a  paint 
brush  handle  (4)  and  rectangular  base  having 
opposed  longitudinal  sides  and  opposed  short 

35  sides  between  the  opposing  longitudinal  sides, 
with  bristles  (6)  secured  to  the  end  of  the  base 
opposite  the  handle  (4),  a  rectangular  girdle  (8) 
having  opposed  longitudinal  sides  and  op- 
posed  short  sides  between  the  opposing  lon- 

40  gitudinal  sides,  adapted  to  releasably  surround 
the  rectangular  base  of  the  paint  brush  handle 
(4)  and  the  base  region  and  a  certain  length  of 
the  bristles  (6);  characterized  by: 

a  pair  of  opposed  releasable  members 
45  (10)  pivotally  hinged  to  the  two  opposing  lon- 

gitudinal  sides  of  the  rectangular  girdle  (8),  the 
members  (10)  being  capable  of  abutting  and 
exerting  pressure  on  the  bristles  (6)  removed 
from  the  base,  when  moved  to  a  first  closed 

50  position,  and  being  capable  of  being  pivotally 
removed  away  from  the  bristles  (6)  when 
moved  to  a  second  open  position,  the  edges 
(12)  of  the  hinged  members  (10)  removed  from 
the  girdle  (8)  being  reinforced,  and  the  hinged 

55  members  (10)  being  held  in  the  first  closed 
position  against  the  bristles  (6)  by  disengagea- 
ble  holders  (14)  secured  to  a  part  of  the  girdle 
(8)  removed  from  the  hinged  members  (10). 

5 
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2.  A  holder  as  claimed  in  claim  1  wherein  the 
respective  short  sides  of  the  holder  have  pro- 
jections  (18)  which  extend  between  the  pair  of 
opposed  members  (10),  and  a  central  bar  (20) 
which  extends  from  one  projection  (18)  of  the 
holder  to  the  other  projection  (18)  of  the  holder 
and  separates  the  bristles  (6)  into  two  groups. 

3.  A  holder  as  claimed  in  claim  2  wherein  the  pair 
of  hinged  members  (10)  are  panels  which  ex- 
tend  along  the  longitudinal  sides  of  the  rectan- 
gular  girdle  (8),  the  securing  holders  are  clips 
(14)  which  are  hingedly  attached  to  the  holder 
edge  at  each  of  the  longitudinal  sides  of  the 
holder,  and  a  central  bar  (20)  extends  along 
the  longitudinal  interior  length  of  the  holder 
and  provides  a  space  (21)  between  the  two 
separated  groups  of  bristles  (6). 

4.  A  holder  as  claimed  in  claim  1  wherein  the 
girdle  (8)  is  secured  to  the  base  of  the  paint 
brush  (4)  by  at  least  one  extension  means  in 
the  girdle  (8)  which  is  received  at  least  one 
extension  receptor  means  constructed  in  the 
base  of  the  paint  brush. 

5.  A  holder  as  defined  in  claim  4  wherein  the 
extension  means  is  secured  to  the  base  of  the 
paint  brush  (4)  by  at  least  one  prong  (32) 
which  snaps  into  place  in  a  respective  prong 
receiving  means  [34]  constructed  in  the  base 
of  the  holder. 

6.  A  holder  as  defined  in  claim  5  wherein  the 
extension  means  is  elongated  and  fits  in  a 
respective  slot  (30)  on  the  base  of  the  paint 
brush. 

7.  A  holder  as  defined  in  claim  6  wherein  the 
girdle  (8)  is  constructed  of  two  components 
which  can  be  releasably  secured  to  one  an- 
other  around  the  bristles  (6)  at  the  location 
where  the  bristles  are  received  in  the  base  of 
the  paint  brush  (4),  the  two  components  being 
adapted  to  snap  together  to  thereby  form  a 
unitary  releasable  bristle  holding  means. 

8.  A  holder  as  defined  in  claim  7  wherein  one  of 
the  components  is  secured  to  the  other  com- 
ponent  by  means  of  protrusions  in  one  compo- 
nent  which  snap  into  place  in  protrusion  receiv- 
ing  receptacles  formed  in  the  other  compo- 
nent. 

Patentanspruche 

1.  Borstenhalter,  der  zur  Verwendung  mit  dem 
Stiel  (4)  eines  Farbpinsels  mit  einer  rechtecki- 

gen  Basis  mit  genenuberliegenden  Langssei- 
ten  und  gegenuberliegenden  kurzen  Seiten 
zwischen  den  gegenuberliegenden  Langssei- 
ten  vorgesehen  ist,  wobei  Borsten  (6)  an  dem 

5  dem  Stiel  (4)  gegenuberliegenden  Ende  der 
Basis  befestigt  sind,  und  der  einen  rechtecki- 
gen  Gurt  (8)  mit  gegenuberliegenden  Langs- 
seiten  und  gegenuberliegenden  kurzen  Seiten 
zwischen  den  gegenuberliegenden  Langssei- 

io  ten  aufweist,  der  dazu  dient,  die  rechteckige 
Basis  des  Farbpinselstiels  (4)  sowie  den  Basis- 
bereich  und  eine  bestimmte  Lange  der  Borsten 
(6)  losbar  zu  umgeben;  gekennzeichnet  durch: 
ein  Paar  gegenuberliegender,  losbarer  Ele- 

15  mente  (10),  die  schwenkbeweglich  an  den  zwei 
gegenuberliegenden  Langsseiten  des  rechtek- 
kigen  Gurtes  (8)  angelenkt  sind,  wobei  die 
Elemente  (10)  in  der  Lage  sind,  sich  gegen  die 
Borsten  (6)  von  der  Basis  entfernt  anzulegen 

20  und  Druck  auf  sie  auszuuben,  wenn  sie  in  eine 
erste  geschlossene  Stellung  gebracht  werden, 
und  wobei  sie  voll  den  Borsten  (6)  weg- 
schwenkbar  sind,  wenn  sie  in  eine  zweite  offe- 
ne  Stellung  gebracht  werden,  wobei  die  von 

25  dem  Gurt  (8)  entfernten  Enden  (12)  der 
schwenkbaren  Elemente  (10)  verstarkt  sind 
und  die  schwenkbaren  Elemente  (10)  durch 
auBer  Eingriff  bringbare  Halter  (14),  die  an 
einein  Teil  des  Gurts  (8)  befestigt  sind,  der  von 

30  den  schwenkbaren  Elementen  (10)  entfernt  ist, 
in  der  ersten  geschlossenen  Stellung  gegen 
die  Borsten  (6)  gehalten  werden. 

2.  Halter  nach  Anspruch  1,  wobei  die  jeweiligen 
35  kurzen  Seiten  des  Halters  Verlangerungen 

(18),  die  sich  zwischen  dem  Paar  gegenuber- 
liegender  Elemente  (10)  erstrecken,  und  einen 
mittigen  Steg  (20)  aufweisen,  der  sich  von  ei- 
ner  Verlangerung  (18)  des  Halters  zur  anderen 

40  Verlangerung  (18)  des  Halters  erstreckt  und 
die  Borsten  (6)  in  zwei  Gruppen  teilt. 

3.  Halter  nach  Anspruch  2,  wobei  das  Paar 
schwenkbarer  Elemente  (10)  aus  Platten  be- 

45  steht,  die  sich  entlang  der  Langsseiten  des 
rechteckigen  Gurtes  (8)  erstrecken,  die  siche- 
renden  Halter  aus  Klipsen  (14)  bestehen,  die 
schwenkbar  an  dem  Halterende  an  jeder  der 
Langsseiten  des  Halters  angebracht  sind,  und 

50  ein  mittiger  Steg  (20)  sich  entlang  der  longitu- 
dinalen  inneren  Lange  des  Halters  erstreckt 
und  einen  Zwischenraum  (21)  zwischen  den 
zwei  voneinander  getrennten  Gruppen  von  Bor- 
sten  (6)  bereitstellt. 

55 
4.  Halter  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  wobei  der  Gurt  (8)  an 

der  Basis  des  Farbpinsels  (4)  durch  wenig- 
stens  eine  Verlangerungseinrichtung  in  dem 

6 
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Gurt  (8)  befestigt  ist,  die  von  wengistens  einer 
Verlangerungsaufnahmeeinrichtung  aufgenom- 
men  wird,  die  in  der  Basis  des  Farbpinsels 
ausgebildet  ist. 

5.  Halter  nach  Anspruch  4,  wobei  die  Verlange- 
rungseinrichtung  an  der  Basis  des  Farbpinsels 
(4)  durch  wenigstens  eine  Zacke  (32)  befestigt 
ist,  die  in  eine  jeweilige  Zackenaufnahmevor- 
richtung  (34),  die  in  der  Basis  des  Halters 
ausgebildet  ist,  einschnappt. 

6.  Halter  nach  Anspruch  5,  wobei  die  Verlange- 
rungseinrichtung  langlich  ausgebildet  ist  und  in 
einen  jeweiligen  Schlitz  (30)  an  der  Basis  des 
Farbpinsels  eingepaBt  ist. 

7.  Halter  nach  Anspruch  6,  wobei  der  Gurt  (8)  aus 
zwei  Komponenten  aufgebaut  ist,  die  urn  die 
Borsten  (6)  herum  an  der  Stelle  losbar  anein- 
ander  befestigt  werden  konnen,  an  der  die 
Borsten  in  der  Basis  des  Farbpinsels  (4)  aufge- 
nommen  sind,  wobei  die  zwei  Komponenten 
ineinander  einrastbar  ausgebildet  sind,  urn  da- 
durch  eine  einteilige  losbare  Borstenhalterein- 
richtung  zu  bilden. 

8.  Halter  nach  Anspruch  7,  wobei  eine  der  Kom- 
ponenten  an  der  anderen  Komponente  mittels 
Vorsprungen  in  einer  Komponente  befestigt  ist, 
die  in  Vorsprungaufnahmesitzen,  die  in  der  an- 
deren  Komponente  ausgebildet  sind,  einrasten. 

Revendicatlons 

1.  Porte-soies  destine  a  etre  utilise  avec  un  man- 
che  (4)  de  brosse  a  peindre  et  une  embase 
rectangulaire  ayant  des  cotes  longitudinaux 
opposes  et  des  cotes  courts  opposes  entre  les 
cotes  longitudinaux  opposes,  des  soies  (6) 
etant  fixees  a  I'extremite  de  I'embase  opposee 
a  celle  de  la  poignee  (4),  une  ceinture  rectan- 
gulaire  (8)  ayant  des  cotes  longitudinaux  oppo- 
ses  et  des  cotes  courts  opposes  entre  les 
cotes  longitudinaux  opposes,  destinee  a  entou- 
rer  de  fagon  amovible  I'embase  rectangulaire 
du  manche  (4)  de  la  brosse  a  peindre  et  la 
zone  de  base  et  une  certaine  longueur  des 
soies  (6)  ;  caracterise  par  : 

deux  elements  opposes  liberables  (10)  ar- 
ticles  de  fagon  pivotante  sur  les  deux  cotes 
longitudinaux  opposes  de  la  ceinture  rectangu- 
laire  (8),  les  elements  (10)  etant  capables  de 
venir  en  butee  et  d'exercer  une  pression  sur 
les  soies  (6)  a  distance  de  I'embase,  lorsqu'ils 
sont  deplaces  vers  une  premiere  position  fer- 
mee,  et  etant  capables  d'etre  eloignes  en  pivo- 
tant  des  soies  (6)  lorsqu'ils  sont  deplaces  vers 

une  seconde  position  ouverte,  les  bords  (12) 
des  elements  articules  (10)  eloignes  de  la 
ceinture  (8)  etant  renforces,  et  les  elements 
articules  (10)  etant  maintenus  dans  la  premiere 

5  position  fermee  contre  les  soies  (6)  par  des 
elements  de  maintien  amovibles  (14)  fixes  a 
une  partie  de  la  ceinture  (8)  eloignee  des  ele- 
ments  articules  (10). 

io  2.  Porte-soies  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  le- 
quel  les  cotes  courts  respectifs  du  porte-soies 
ont  des  saillies  (18)  qui  s'etendent  entre  les 
deux  elements  opposes  (10),  et  une  barre  cen- 
trale  (20)  qui  s'etend  d'une  saillie  (18)  du  por- 

15  te-soies  jusgu'a  I'autre  saillie  (18)  du  porte- 
soies  et  divise  les  soies  (6)  en  deux  groupes. 

3.  Porte-soies  selon  la  revendication  2,  dans  le- 
quel  les  deux  elements  articules  (10)  sont  des 

20  panneaux  qui  s'etendent  le  long  des  cotes 
longitudinaux  de  la  ceinture  rectangulaire  (8), 
les  elements  de  maintien  fixes  sont  des  pinces 
(14)  qui  sont  reliees  de  fagon  articulee  au  bord 
du  porte-soies  en  chacun  des  cotes  longitudi- 

25  naux  du  porte-soies,  et  une  barre  centrale  (20) 
s'etend  sur  la  longueur  interieure  longitudinale 
du  porte-soies  et  etablit  un  espace  (21)  entre 
les  deux  groupes  divises  de  soies  (6). 

30  4.  Porte-soies  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  le- 
quel  la  ceinture  (8)  est  fixee  a  I'embase  de  la 
brosse  a  peindre  (4)  par  au  moins  un  moyen 
en  saillie  dans  la  ceinture  (8)  qui  est  regu  par 
au  moins  un  moyen  de  reception  de  saillie 

35  realise  dans  I'embase  de  la  brosse  a  peindre. 

5.  Porte-soies  selon  la  revendication  4,  dans  le- 
quel  le  moyen  en  saillie  est  fixe  a  I'embase  de 
la  brosse  a  peindre  (4)  par  un  ergot  (32)  qui 

40  s'encliquette  en  place  dans  un  moyen  respectif 
(34)  de  reception  d'ergot  realise  dans  I'embase 
du  porte-soies. 

6.  Porte-soies  selon  la  revendication  5,  dans  le- 
45  quel  le  moyen  en  saillie  est  allonge  et  s'ajuste 

dans  une  rainure  respective  (30)  sur  I'embase 
de  la  brosse  a  peindre. 

7.  Porte-soies  selon  la  revendication  6,  dans  le- 
50  quel  la  ceinture  (8)  est  formee  de  deux  pieces 

qui  peuvent  etre  assujetties  de  fagon  liberable 
I'une  a  I'autre  autour  des  soies  (6)  a  I'emplace- 
ment  ou  les  soies  sont  regues  dans  I'embase 
de  la  brosse  a  peindre  (4),  les  deux  pieces 

55  etant  destinees  a  s'encliqueter  I'une  a  I'autre 
pour  former  ainsi  un  moyen  liberable  mono- 
bloc  de  maintien  de  soies. 

7 
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8.  Porte-soies  selon  la  revendication  7,  dans  le- 
quel  une  des  pieces  est  fixee  a  I'autre  piece 
au  moyen  de  protuberances  sur  une  piece,  qui 
s'encliquettent  en  position  dans  des  logements 
de  reception  de  protuberances  formes  dans  5 
I'autre  piece. 
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