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(54)  Process  for  aseptically  packaging  a  multi-component  food  product. 

(57)  A  process  for  aseptically  packaging  a  food 
product  containing  discrete  pieces  of  a  solid 
food  component  and  a  fluid  food  component 
comprises  :  depositing  solid  food  component 
into  an  open  container;  contacting  the  open 
container  and  its  contents  with  steam  for  a 
period  of  time  sufficient  to  sterilize  both  ;  de- 
positing  a  sterilized  fluid  food  component  into 
the  container  ;  and  sealing  the  container  under 
aseptic  conditions.  In  a  preferred  embodiment, 
fully-cooked  pasta  is  placed  in  a  plastic  con- 
tainer  and  sterilized  therein  prior  to  despositing 
a  sterilized,  cooled  cheese  sauce  thereover  and 
aseptically  sealing. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

he  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  tiling  more  than  ten  claims. 

|  —  |  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Eu ill  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit,  ine  present  European  searcn  repon  nas  Deer 
Irawn  upfor  all  claims. 

□  

□  

Only  part  ot  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit,  ine  present  turopean  searcn 
report  has  been  drawn  up  tor  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  tees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
rhe  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  ot  unity  O! 
mention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions. 
tamely: 

see  s h e e t   - B -  

□  

□  

j  —  j  All  further  search  tees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  searcn  repon  nas 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

|  —  |  Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  Inventions  in 
respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

rjCj  None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims, 

1 - 9  namely  claims: 
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LACK  OF  UNITY  Ur-  INVtNIION  a  POSTERIORI 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  turopean  patent  application  does  not  comply  wilh  the  requirement  of  unity  of invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  ol  inventions. namely: 

■  ^-Lairns  1-3  :  D e t a i l s   of  the  p a c k a g i n g   p r o c e s s   . 

c e c a u s e   rne  subj  e c t - m a t t e r   of  c la im  1  is  known  from  t h e  
p r i o r   a r t   (see  EP  0  462  532),   the  d e p e n d e n t   c l a i m s   b e -  
come  i n d e p e n d e n t .   This  r e s u l t s   in  the  a fo r e   m e n t i o n e d  
groups  of  c l a ims   which,   be tween  each  o t h e r ,   miss  a u n i t y   fo rming   c o m b i n a t i o n ,   and  c o n s e q u e n t l y   are  to  be  c o n s i d e r e d   as  i n d e p e n d e n t ,   ( l ack   of  u n i t y   a  p o s t e r i o r i ) .  The  s e a r c h   has  been  d i r e c t e d   to  c la im  1  and  group  1.  

i.  Claim  10 :  A  c o n t a i n e / r   used  in  the  p r o c e s s .  
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