
19 

Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets ©  Publication  number  :  0  577   582   A 1  

12 EUROPEAN  PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

©  Application  number:  93870113.3 

@  Date  of  filing  :  23.06.93 

6i)  Int.  CI.5:  A45C  1 1 / 0 8  

©  Priority  :  29.06.92  BE  9200602 

(43)  Date  of  publication  of  application  : 
05.01.94  Bulletin  94/01 

@  Designated  Contracting  States  : 
BE  DE  FR  GB  NL 

©  Applicant  :  De  Putter,  Georges 
Pieter  De  Conincklaan  84 
B-8200  Sint-Andries  (Brugge)  (BE) 

©  Applicant  :  Decort,  Brigitte 
Pieter  De  Conincklaan  84 
B-8200  Sint-Andries  (Brugge)  (BE) 

©  Inventor  :  De  Putter,  Georges 
Pieter  De  Conincklaan  84 
B-8200  Sint-Andries  (Brugge)  (BE) 
Inventor  :  Decort,  Brigitte 
Pieter  De  Conincklaan  84 
B-8200  Sint-Andries  (Brugge)  (BE) 

©  Representative  :  Pieraerts,  Jacques  et  al 
Bureau  Gevers  S.A.  rue  de  Livourne  7  bte  1 
B-1050  Bruxelles  (BE) 

(S)  Holder  for  binoculars. 
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©  The  invention  relates  to  a  holder  for  binocu- 
lars  of  the  roof  angle  type  or  the  porro  type,  i.e. 
binoculars  having  two  rectilinear  telescope  por- 
tions  for  the  objectives  (roof  angle  type)  or 
having  respectively  non-linear  telescope  por- 
tions  due  to  the  prisms  disposed  therein, 
characterized  in  that  it  is  designed  as  a  holster 
and  consists  thereto  mainly  of  the  combination 
of  an  open  housing  (1)  having  upright  walls 
(3,3'  ,4)  and  a  bottom  (2)  presenting  two  open- 
ings  (5)  for  receiving  a  portion  of  the  cylindrical 
or  substantially  cylindrical  telescope  portions 
(6)  for  the  objectives. 

F i g . 1  

LU 

Jouve,  18,  rue  Saint-Denis,  75001  PARIS 



1 EP  0  577  582  A1 2 

This  invention  relates  to  a  holder  for  binoculars  of 
the  roof  angle  type  or  the  porro  type,  i.e.  binoculars 
having  two  rectilinear  telescope  portions  for  the  ob- 
jectives  (roof  angle  type)  or  having  respectively  non- 
linear  telescope  portions  due  to  the  prisms  disposed 
therein. 

Holders  for  binoculars  usually  consist  of  a  case 
adapted  to  the  dimensions  of  the  binoculars  and  a 
cover.  Nature  lovers,  in  particular  ornithologists,  who 
keep  their  binoculars  in  such  holders,  are  facing  a 
number  of  problems  which  can  be  summarized  in 
broad  outlines  as  follows  : 

a)  For  catching  the  binoculars  quickly,  the  cover 
of  the  case  has  to  be  opened  and  the  binoculars, 
which  are  usually  stuck  in  this  case,  have  to  be 
pulled  out  thereof  which  cannot  always  be  real- 
ized  without  effort  since  the  binoculars  fit  closely 
in  the  case  ; 
b)  the  binoculars  which  are  suspended  by  means 
of  a  carrier  belt  around  the  neck,  hit  against  the 
chest  when  the  user  steps  or  jumps  over  obsta- 
cles  such  as  fences,  dikes,  ditches,  etc.  ; 
c)  when  observing  by  means  of  a  telescope  or 
when  taking  photographs  the  binoculars  carried 
around  the  neck  are  a  disturbing  object  ; 
d)  when  riding  a  bicycle,  the  binoculars  or  the  belt 
thereof  can  hit  the  handlebars  or  can  catch  on 
this  handlebars  which  may  be  dangerous  ; 
e)  when  taking  larger  obstacles,  a.o.  when  climb- 
ing  mountains,  the  binoculars  have  to  be  put 
away  together  with  belt  and  case  in  a  bag  or  ruck- 
sack  which  requires  additional  difficult  operations 
which  are  also  not  without  danger. 
An  object  of  the  invention  is  now  to  design  a  hold- 

er  for  binoculars  which  does  not  present  the  many 
drawbacks  of  the  known  holders  or  cases  which  are 
still  in  use  up  to  now  and  which  offers  moreover  es- 
pecially  the  advantage  of  permitting  the  binoculars  to 
be  caught  quickly  and  to  be  put  away  as  quickly  while, 
when  the  binoculars  are  not  used,  the  user  has  his 
hands  free  and  is  not  troubled  by  a  relatively  heavy 
object  suspended  onto  the  neck  by  means  of  a  belt. 

In  order  to  realize  the  hereabove  indicated  ob- 
jects,  the  holderfor  binoculars  according  to  the  inven- 
tion  is  designed  as  a  holster  and  consists  thereto 
mainly  of  the  combination  of  an  open  housing  having 
upright  walls  and  a  bottom  presenting  two  openings 
for  receiving  a  portion  of  the  cylindrical  or  substantial- 
ly  cylindrical  telescope  portions  for  the  objectives. 

In  a  preferred  embodiment  of  the  holder  accord- 
ing  to  the  invention,  said  walls  are  connected  to  a  belt 
and  at  least  one  wall,  i.e.  the  one  which  engages  the 
body  of  the  user  in  the  operative  position,  is  higher 
than  the  other  walls. 

In  an  embodiment  which  is  particularly  suitable 
forthe  indicated  object,  said  open  housing  is  provided 
with  a  cover  which  is  pivotally  connected  to  said  high- 
er  wall  and  which  is  further  connected,  in  the  closed 

position,  to  the  wall  of  the  housing  by  means  of  a 
quick-release  locking  belt. 

Other  details  and  advantages  of  the  invention  will 
become  apparent  from  the  following  description  of  a 

5  holder  for  binoculars  according  to  the  invention.  This 
description  is  only  given  byway  of  example  and  does 
not  limit  the  invention.  The  reference  numerals  relate 
to  the  annexed  figures. 

Figure  1  is  a  perspective  view  of  the  holder  ae- 
ro  cording  to  the  invention  and  of  the  removed  cover  and 

locking  belt. 
Figure  2  is  a  side  elevational  view  of  the  holder 

according  to  the  invention. 
The  holder  illustrated  in  these  figures  is  designed 

15  according  to  the  principle  of  a  holster  ensuring  not 
only  a  free  movement  of  both  hands  of  the  user  but 
especially  a  quick  action  since  the  structure  of  the 
holder  is  invented  in  such  a  manner  that  the  binocu- 
lars  can  be  caught  and  removed  therefrom  imme- 

20  diately  and  can  be  put  back  away  therein  very  quickly. 
The  binoculars  which  can  be  put  away  in  a  holder 

according  to  the  invention,  pertain  as  well  to  the  so- 
called  roof  angle  type  as  to  the  porro  type.  The  binoc- 
ulars  shown  in  Figure  2  are  of  the  roof  angle  type.  This 

25  means  that  both  telescope  portions  forthe  objectives 
have  geometrical  central  axes  which  are  strictly  par- 
allel  to  one  another.  Binoculars  of  the  so-called  porro 
type  have  a  different  structure  due  to  the  presence  of 
different  prisms  in  the  telescope  portions.  In  the  left 

30  hand  and  in  the  right  hand  portion  of  binoculars  of  the 
last  mentioned  type,  there  is  more  than  one  central 
axis.  Both  types  of  binoculars  can  be  considered 
here.  The  holder  according  to  the  invention  and 
shown  in  the  figures  consists  mainly  of  an  open  hous- 

35  ing  indicated  with  the  general  reference  1  (Figure  1). 
The  housing  consists  of  upright  walls  and  a  bottom  2 
having  two  openings  5. 

The  walls  comprise  a  wall  4  which  is  higher  than 
the  three  other  walls.  These  latter  walls  are  divided 

40  up  in  two  walls  3  which  ensure  the  transition  between 
the  higher  wall  4  and  a  wall  3'  on  the  side  which  can 
be  considered,  at  least  referring  to  the  figure,  as  the 
front  side  of  the  holder.  The  height  of  this  wall  3'  is 
sufficient  for  binoculars  which  are  pushed  with  each 

45  of  its  two  telescope  portions  6  (Figure  2)  for  the  ob- 
jectives  in  each  of  the  openings  5  in  the  bottom  2  of 
the  open  housing  1. 

The  binoculars,  independent  of  the  type  to  which 
it  belongs,  falls  then  so  deeply  that  the  portion  of  the 

so  binoculars  forming  the  connection  between  the  two 
telescope  portions  6  abuts  or  rests  against  the  por- 
tion  of  the  bottom  2  which  is  situated  between  the  two 
openings  5. 

In  this  position,  the  binoculars  are  already  stabil- 
55  ized  to  a  large  extent  and  the  user  can  take  it  quickly 

outofthe  holder  and  put  it  as  quickly  back  in  its  place. 
In  order  to  fix  the  holder  as  a  holster  to  the  body 

of  the  user,  a  belt  7  is  provided  which  is  connected  in 
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an  arbitrary  way  to  the  housing,  in  particular  to  the 
walls  which  compose  this  open  housing.  An  excellent 
embodiment  consists  in  guiding  the  belt  7  through 
slots  8  in  the  walls  3  and  then  behind  the  wall  4.  The 
belt  is  then  introduced  into  slots  9  provided  in  this 
higher  wall  4. 

In  the  middle  of  the  wall  4,  there  is  provided  a 
continuous  bulge  10  enhancing  further  the  stabiliza- 
tion  of  the  binoculars  in  the  holder.  The  important  ad- 
vantage  of  this  structure  is  immediately  evident. 
Indeed,  it  is  clear  that  the  binoculars  in  the  case  of  a 
permanently  open  cover  11  can  be  immediately  taken 
out  of  its  holder  and  can  be  put  therein  as  quickly 
thanks  to  the  combination  of  the  terms  "open  hous- 
ing"  and  "holster".  Also  the  structure  of  the  cover  11 
is  inspired  by  the  need  to  be  able  to  handle  quickly  un- 
der  certain  circumstances.  The  cover  11  pivots  with 
respect  to  the  wall  4  thanks  to  the  presence  of  a  strip 
12  which  can  be  applied  through  a  slot  13  at  the  top 
in  the  wall  4.  This  strip  12  is  equipped  with  a  pushbut- 
ton  14.  This  push-button  does  not  only  assure  the 
connection  between  the  two  components  of  the  strip 
12  but  assures  also  the  connection  of  this  strip  12  to 
an  upright  wall  11'  (Figure  2)  of  the  cover  11.  On  the 
other  side,  on  the  same  inner  wall  indicated  there  for 
clarity's  sake  with  reference  11",  there  is  also  provid- 
ed  a  connection  by  means  of  push-button  15  between 
a  locking  belt  16  and  the  already  mentioned  side  or 
wall  11"  of  the  cover  11.  Underneath,  the  locking  belt 
16  may  be  provided  with  a  locking  system  17-17'  of 
the  Velcro-type.  The  female  and  the  male  element  of 
the  Velcro  locking  may  be  arbitrarily  fixed  either  un- 
derneath  ontothe  locking  belt  16  or  on  the  outer  wall 
of  the  wall  3'. 

From  the  just  given  description  of  the  holder  for 
binoculars  according  to  the  invention,  the  important 
advantages  resulting  from  the  combination  of  an  open 
housing  with  a  belt  and  means  which  assure  an  ex- 
tremely  quick  opening  and  closing  of  the  cover  be- 
come  immediately  apparent. 

In  conclusion  these  advantages  can  be  summa- 
rized  again  as  : 

a)  the  fact  that  the  binoculars  can  be  put  away  in 
the  holder  practically  in  one  fluent  motion  and  can 
be  removed  therefrom  as  quickly.  Consequently 
the  binoculars  are  almost  always  ready  for  use. 
Further  the  user  is  not  obliged  to  carry  the  binoc- 
ulars  around  his  neck  ; 
b)  as  already  mentioned  hereinabove,  the  user  is 
not  troubled  by  the  binoculars  when  taking  obsta- 
cles,  running,  walking,  etc.  ; 
c)  the  chances  for  losing  binoculars  in  a  holder  of 
the  hereabove  described  type  are  small  since  the 
user  will  have  this  object  always  onto  his  belt 
whereas  the  binoculars  togetherwith  its  conven- 
tional  case  can  be  lost  so  easily. 
The  invention  is  not  limited  to  the  hereabove  de- 

scribed  embodiment  and  many  modifications  could 

be  applied  thereto  without  leaving  the  scope  of  the 
patent  application. 

5  Claims 

1.  A  holder  for  binoculars  of  the  roof  angle  type  or 
the  porro  type,  i.e.  binoculars  having  two  rectili- 
near  telescope  portions  for  the  objectives  (roof 

10  angle  type)  or  having  respectively  non-lineartele- 
scope  portions  due  to  the  prisms  disposed  there- 
in,  characterized  in  that  the  holder  for  binoculars 
according  to  the  invention  is  designed  as  a  hol- 
ster  and  consists  thereto  mainly  of  the  combina- 

15  tion  of  an  open  housing  (1)  having  upright  walls 
(3,3',4)  and  a  bottom  (2)  presenting  two  openings 
(5)  for  receiving  a  portion  of  the  cylindrical  or  sub- 
stantially  cylindrical  telescope  portions  (6)  for  the 
objectives. 

20 
2.  A  holder  according  to  claim  1,  characterized  in 

that  at  least  one  of  said  walls  (3,3',4)  is  connected 
to  a  belt  (7)  and  at  least  one  wall  (4),  i.e.  the  one 
which  engages  the  body  of  the  user  in  the  oper- 

25  ative  position,  is  higher  than  the  other  walls 
(3,3'). 

3.  A  holder  according  to  claim  2,  characterized  in 
that  at  least  said  wall  (4)  which  is  higher  than  the 

30  other  walls  (3,3')  shows  in  the  middle  a  continu- 
ous  bulge  (10)  provided  for  being  situated  partial- 
ly  between  the  two  cylindrical  or  substantially  cyl- 
indrical  telescope  portions  (6)  of  the  objectives. 

35  4.  A  holder  according  to  either  one  of  the  claims  2- 
3,  characterized  in  that  said  open  housing  is  pro- 
vided  with  a  cover  (11)  which  is  pivotally  connect- 
ed  to  said  higherwall  (4)  and  which  is  further  con- 
nected,  in  the  closed  position,  to  the  wall  (3')  of 

40  the  housing  (1)  by  means  of  a  quick-release  lock- 
ing  belt  (16). 
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