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@ Image transfer apparatus and method.

@ An imaging system including an image bearing
surface (16) and an intermediate transfer member
(40) operative for transfer of liquid toner images from
the image bearing surface (16) to a substrate (42)
provides for first fransfer engagement between the
intermediate ftransfer member (40) and the image
bearing surface (16) for transfer of an image from
the image bearing surface to the intermediate trans-
fer member (40) at a first pressure, producing de-
formation of the intermediate transfer member (40)
fo a first deformation degree. The system also pro-
vides for second fransfer engagement between the

intermediate transfer member (40) and the substrate
(42) for transfer of the image from the intermediate
transfer member to the substrate at a second pres-
sure, producing deformation of the intermediate
transfer member (40) to a second deformation de-
gree. In one preferred embodiment the intermediate
transfer member (40) includes a compressible layer
having a fransfer surface, a backing layer disposed
away from the image bearing surface and a heating
layer. The heating layer is disposed intermediate the
backing layer and the transfer surface.
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