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Reel lock mechanism for tape cassette.

@ The tape cassette reel lock mechanism locks
a pair of tape reels (6,6") against rotation the a
tape cassette to prevent a tape wound around
the tape reels from being loosened. The
mechanism has a rcel lock assembly (1) mov-
able between a lock position to lock the tape
rccls against rotation and an unlock position to
unlock the tape reels for rotation. The reel lock
assembly includes a slider (12) supported in the
tape cassette, a lock body (13) having a pair of
engaging members (20,20') engageable with
teeth (8) on outer circumferential edges of the
tape reels, and a twistable joint (14), the slider
and the lock body being integrally to each other
by the twistable joint. When one of the tape
reels is turned in a direction to loosen the tape,
one of the engaging members is displaced by
one of the teeth on the one of the tape reels,
twisting the joint to prcss the other engaging
member against one of the teeth on the other
tape reel for thereby turning the other tape reel
in a direction to tension the tape.
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