
19 

Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets (TT)  Publication  number  :  0  598   6 6 6   A 3  

12 EUROPEAN  PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

(2j)  Application  number  :  93402803.6 

(22)  Date  of  filing  :  18.11.93 

6i)  int.  ci.5:  G11B  2 3 / 0 8 7  

(§)  Priority:  19.11.92  JP  332165/92 

(43)  Date  of  publication  of  application  : 
25.05.94  Bulletin  94/21 

@  Designated  Contracting  States  : 
DE  FR  GB  IT  NL 

(88)  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  search  report  : 
17.08.94  Bulletin  94/33 

@  Applicant  :  SONY  CORPORATION 
7-35  Kitashinagawa  6-chome 
Shinagawa-ku 
Tokyo  141  (JP) 

(72)  Inventor  :  Fujii,  Hiroshi,  c/o  Sony  Corporation 
7-35,  Kitashinagawa  6-chome, 
Shinagawa-ku 
Tokyo  (JP) 

(74)  Representative  :  Thevenet,  Jean-Bruno  et  al 
Cabinet  Beau  de  Lomenie 
158,  rue  de  I'Universite 
F-75340  Paris  Cedex  07  (FR) 

(54)  Reel  lock  mechanism  for  tape  cassette. 

CO 
<  
CO 
CO 
CO 
00 
o> 
If) 

(57)  The  tape  cassette  reel  lock  mechanism  locks 
a  pair  of  tape  reels  (6,6')  against  rotation  the  a 
tape  cassette  to  prevent  a  tape  wound  around 
the  tape  reels  from  being  loosened.  The 
mechanism  has  a  reel  lock  assembly  (1)  mov- 
able  between  a  lock  position  to  lock  the  tape 
reels  against  rotation  and  an  unlock  position  to 
unlock  the  tape  reels  for  rotation.  The  reel  lock 
assembly  includes  a  slider  (12)  supported  in  the 
tape  cassette,  a  lock  body  (13)  having  a  pair  of 
engaging  members  (20,20')  engageable  with 
teeth  (8)  on  outer  circumferential  edges  of  the 
tape  reels,  and  a  twistable  joint  (14),  the  slider 
and  the  lock  body  being  integrally  to  each  other 
by  the  twistable  joint.  When  one  of  the  tape 
reels  is  turned  in  a  direction  to  loosen  the  tape, 
one  of  the  engaging  members  is  displaced  by 
one  of  the  teeth  on  the  one  of  the  tape  reels, 
twisting  the  joint  to  press  the  other  engaging 
member  against  one  of  the  teeth  on  the  other 
tape  reel  for  thereby  turning  the  other  tape  reel 
in  a  direction  to  tension  the  tape. 
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