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@ Photographic processing apparatus.

@ It is known to use continuous belts for transport-
ing photographic material through large multi-strand-
ed photographic processing machines so that the
material is pulled and guided through each of the
processing stages in the machine. The belt is ar-
ranged to run on one side of the material path and
special spring clips are used to attach the material fo
the belt. However, the spring clips tend to damage
the belt and reduce its operational life. Described
herein is a belt arrangement for which clips are not
required. A continuous belt (60) having a plurality of
slots (68) formed therein is arranged to fravel in the
material processing path, the belt extending across
substantially the entire width of the processing path.
Material (70, 72) to be processed is threaded
through one of the slots (68) in the belt (60) and
folded over. This belt arrangement allows unstable
chemistries, such as redox amplification chemistry,
fo be used in large processing machines by reduc-
ing the volumes of processing solutions required.
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All claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time timit. The present European search report has been
drawn up for ail claims.

Only part of the claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search

report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have been paid,
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division consideys that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of

invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions,
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Ail turther search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report, has

been drawn up for all claims.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the inventions in
respect of which search fees have been paid,

namely claims:

None of the further search fees has been paid within the fixed time iimit. The prasent European search report

has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the Invention first

mentloned In the claims,

namelyclaims: 1 -3
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION A POSTERIORI

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of
invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions,
namely:

1. Claims 1-3 : Transport belt in processing apparatus.

2. Claim 4 : Unstable chemistry.
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