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©  Make-up  case  with  interchangeable  inserts. 

©  The  make-up  case  comprises  a  lower  part  (1),  a 
frame  (2)  and  a  lid  (4)  which  can  be  closed  by  a 
hinge.  The  frame  (2)  is  releasably  fixed  to  the  lower 
part  (1)  by  pins  (5)  in  holes  (6)  on  the  side  walls  of  a 
tray  (not  shown)  as  fixing  means  and  fixes  two 
inserts  (3),  which  are  arranged  in  the  tray,  in  their 
position.  In  addition,  the  lower  part  (1)  contains  an 
applicator  groove  (7)  which  may  receive  applicators 
for  applying  the  cosmetics. 
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The  invention  relates  to  a  make-up  case  with 
interchangeable  inserts  for  use  in  personal  body 
care. 

Such  cases  contain  several  inserts  with  cos- 
metics,  for  instance  make-up  colours,  such  as  eye 
shadow,  or  powder.  Different  colours  or  powders 
are  often  simultaneously  used,  corresponding  to  for 
instance  the  individual  preferences  or  needs  of  a 
user.  The  used  cosmetics  are  replaced  by  new 
ones  or  the  cosmetics  are  substituted  with  others,  if 
necessary.  In  this  connection,  the  inserts  must  be 
easily  interchangeable  and  the  number  of  available 
inserts  should  be  variable. 

Known  make-up  cases  with  interchangeable  in- 
serts  are  capsule-shaped  and  comprise  a  lower 
part,  an  intermediate  part  and  a  lid.  The  inserts  are 
fitted  into  the  lower  part  and  fixed  by  the  intermedi- 
ate  part.  The  lid  closes  the  case.  The  lower  part, 
the  intermediate  part  and  the  lid  are  hinged  to  each 
other  at  one  side  and  the  intermediate  part  must  be 
folded  to  the  top  in  a  curved  manner  for  replacing 
the  inserts. 

The  US-A-4  421  127  discloses  a  make-up  case 
which  comprises  in  its  lower  part  crossing  and 
projecting  ribs  which  form  substantially  rectangular 
cavities  between  each  other.  The  cavities  receive 
correspondingly  shaped  inserts.  Above  them,  an 
intermediate  part  is  arranged  that  is  hinged  to  one 
side  of  the  lower  part;  said  intermediate  part  fixes 
the  inserts  in  the  lower  part  and  is  turned  to  the  top 
in  a  curved  manner  when  the  inserts  are  replaced. 
On  the  same  side  of  the  lower  part  a  lid  is  hinged 
for  opening  and  closing  the  make-up  case.  This 
make-up  case  has  the  drawback  that  the  preformed 
grooves  of  the  lower  part  and  the  correspondingly 
adapted  intermediate  part,  which  is  fixed  to  the 
case,  predetermine  the  shape  and  the  number  of 
the  used  inserts.  Thus,  new  cases  must  be  used  if 
the  shape  or  the  number  of  the  inserts  are 
changed. 

In  contrast  to  this,  the  object  underlying  the 
invention  is  to  provide  a  make-up  case  which  can 
receive  different  shapes  and  a  different  number  of 
inserts  and  which  has  a  simple  and  inexpensive 
structure. 

This  object  is  achieved  with  the  features  of  the 
claims. 

The  solution  of  the  problem  underlying  the 
invention  is  based  on  the  idea  to  refrain  from 
providing  the  tray  for  receiving  the  inserts  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  case  with  particular  structures, 
such  as  recesses  for  fitting  in  the  inserts,  and  to  fix 
the  inserts  in  the  tray  by  a  frame  which  is  adapted 
to  the  desired  shapes  of  inserts.  This  frame  is 
releasably  and  firmly  fitted  into  the  case,  for  in- 
stance  by  pins  in  the  frame  and  corresponding 
holes  in  the  case  tray.  If  desired,  it  can  be  easily 
replaced  by  another  frame  for  other  shapes  or  a 

different  number  of  inserts. 
The  invention  has  the  following  advantages: 

The  make-up  case  according  to  the  invention  has 
manifold  uses.  Different  shapes  and  a  different 

5  number  of  inserts  can  be  housed  in  a  basic  case 
model.  A  corresponding  frame  design  allows  the 
provision  of  different  embodiments  of  the  make-up 
case  interior  which  meet  individual  fashion  require- 
ments.  The  frame  is  simple  and  inexpensive  to 

io  produce.  It  is  interchangeable  and  can  be  easily 
released  from  the  case  and  re-fixed  in  it. 

In  the  following,  the  invention  is  illustrated  in 
more  detail  with  reference  to  the  drawings. 

Fig.  1  shows  a  perspective  view  of 
75  an  embodiment  according  to 

the  invention, 
Figs.  2a  to  2h  show  different  embodiments 

of  the  frame  according  to  the 
invention, 

20  Fig.  3  shows  a  side  view  of  an  em- 
bodiment  of  the  frame  accord- 
ing  to  the  invention, 

Fig.  4  shows  a  top  view  of  an  em- 
bodiment  of  the  tray  accord- 

25  ing  to  the  invention,  and 
Fig.  5  shows  an  enlarged  cross  sec- 

tion  along  the  line  A-A'  in  Fig. 
3. 

Fig.  1  shows  a  perspective  view  of  the  make- 
30  up  case  according  to  the  invention.  It  comprises  a 

lower  part  1,  a  frame  2  and  a  lid  4  which  can  be 
closed  by  a  hinge.  The  frame  2  is  releasably  fixed 
to  the  lower  part  1  by  pins  5  in  holes  6  on  the  side 
walls  of  a  tray  (not  shown)  as  fixing  means  and 

35  fixes  two  inserts  3,  which  are  arranged  in  the  tray, 
in  their  position.  In  addition,  the  lower  part  1  con- 
tains  an  applicator  groove  7  which  may  receive 
applicators  for  applying  the  cosmetics. 

In  addition  to  the  frame  2  shown  in  Fig.  1, 
40  illustrated  in  Fig.  2a,  further  embodiments  are  pos- 

sible  (Figs.  2b  to  2h).  In  this  connection,  preferably 
only  the  interior  of  the  frame  2  is  changed  since 
the  fixing  means  of  the  frame  2  to  the  lower  part  1 
is  generally  uniform  in  a  specific  basic  model  of 

45  the  make-up  case.  The  different  segments,  which 
are  formed  by  separating  ribs  2a  of  the  frame  2, 
correspond  to  similarly  shaped  inserts  3. 

Fig.  3  shows  a  side  view  of  an  embodiment  of 
the  frame  2  according  to  the  invention  as  shown  in 

50  Figs.  1  and  2a.  Pins  5  are  arranged  in  it  for 
engagement  with  fitting  holes  in  the  side  wall  of  the 
tray  according  to  the  invention. 

Fig.  4  shows  a  top  view  of  the  tray  8  with  side 
walls  9  and  holes  6  for  the  pins  5  as  well  as  the 

55  applicator  groove  7.  The  holes  6  receive  the  pins  5 
in  a  snap-in  connection.  The  side  walls  9  may  be 
inserted  into  the  lower  part  1  by  the  amount  of  the 
thickness  of  the  frame  2,  in  order  to  ensure  a 
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smooth  surface  of  the  lower  part  1  after  superim- 
posing  the  frame  2. 

Further  embodiments  of  the  tray  and  the  fixing 
means  for  the  frame  are,  however,  possible. 

For  instance,  the  tray  may  have  an  oval  or  a 
circular  shape.  The  fixing  means  may  comprise 
e.g.  springs  which  press  onto  the  frame,  or  lateral 
projections  at  the  frame  and  lateral  recesses  in  the 
side  wall  of  the  tray  which  allow  a  lateral  snapping- 
in  of  the  frame  into  the  side  walls  or  the  tray. 

Fig.  5  shows  an  enlarged  rectangular  cross 
section  of  a  portion  of  an  embodiment  of  the  frame 
2  according  to  the  invention  which  fixes  the  inserts. 

At  the  side  facing  the  inserts,  the  frame  2 
engages  with  corresponding  recesses  at  the  upper 
edge  of  the  inserts,  holds  them  from  above  and 
thus  prevents  them  from  being  displaced. 

However,  the  inserts  can  also  be  fixed  by  the 
frame  in  other  ways.  For  instance,  the  side  of  the 
frame  may  be  conically  inclined  towards  the  top 
and  engages  with  a  correspondingly  inclined  side 
wall  of  the  inserts.  In  addition,  the  frame  may  only 
be  partly  engaged  with  the  inserts. 

The  make-up  case  according  to  any  one  of 
claims  1  to  4,  characterized  in  that  the  lower 
part  (1)  comprises  an  applicator  groove  (7). 
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Claims 25 

1.  Make-up  case  with  interchangeable  inserts, 
comprising 

a)  a  lower  part  (1)  with  a  tray  (8)  formed 
therein,  30 
b)  a  lid  (4)  which  is  hinged  to  the  lower  part 
(1)  and  opens  or  closes  the  make-up  case 
by  pivoting, 
c)  a  plurality  of  inserts  (3)  which  are  ar- 
ranged  in  the  tray  (8),  and  35 
d)  a  frame  (2)  fixed  to  the  tray  (8)  for 
holding  the  inserts  (3)  in  the  tray, 
characterized  in  that 
e)  the  frame  (2)  is  releasably  fixed  to  the 
tray.  40 

2.  The  make-up  case  according  to  claim  1  ,  char- 
acterized  in  that  the  frame  (2)  engages  with 
recesses  in  the  upper  edge  of  the  side  walls  of 
the  inserts  (3). 45 

The  make-up  case  according  to  claim  1  or  2, 
characterized  in  that  the  frame  (2)  is  pro- 
vided  with  pins  (5)  which  engage  with  holes  (6) 
in  the  side  walls  (9)  of  the  tray  (8),  preferably 
by  a  snug  fit. 

50 

The  make-up  case  according  to  any  one  of 
claims  1  to  3,  characterized  in  that  the  frame 
(2)  comprises  in  its  interior  separating  ribs  (2a) 
corresponding  to  the  shape  of  the  inserts  (3). 
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