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(54) Silver halide emulsion, photographic light-sensitive material, and process for preparation of

seed crystal emulsion

(57) A silver halide emulsion is described, compris-
ing tabular silver halide grains having an aspect ratio of
not less than 3.0 and a grain diameter of not less than
0.8 um as calculated in terms of sphere in a proportion
of not less than 50% of all silver halide grains as calcu-
lated in terms of projected area, prepared by a process
which comprises desalting a silver halide emulsion
comprising tabular silver halide grains having an aspect
ratio of not less than 2.0 in a proportion of not less than
50% of all silver halide grains as calculated in terms of
projected area, and then using the emulsion as a seed
crystal emulsion. A silver halide photographic material
comprising a support having provided thereon at least
one layer containing the silver halide emulsion and a
process for the preparation of the seed crystal emulsion
are also described.
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| CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims
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All claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

Only part of the claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have been paid,

namely claims:

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

l LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirements
of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

See sheet -B-

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the inventions
in respect of which search fees have been paid,

namely claims:
None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search

report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims,
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not
comply with the requirement of unity of invention and relates to several inventions, or
groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims 1,2
2. Claims 3,5,6
3. Claims 4,7,8

The desalting step, which appears to be the crucial point of the subject-matter of claims
1 and 2 (first invention, see underneath), is not mentioned in claims 3 - 8 (inventions 2
and 3). The preparation of seed grains, on the other hand, which appears to be the
core of inventions 2 and 3 (independent claims 3 and 4 and depending claims 5 - 8, see
underneath), is not mentioned in claims 1 and 2.

Accordingly the claims describe different steps in the preparation of tabular grains with
different features, which appear not to be linked to each other.

First invention (Claims 1, 2):
Process (and materials made by this process) for the preparation of tabular grain
emuisions, characterized by the steps of: :
- Preparing a tabular grain emuision,
- desalting said emulsion and
- using this emulsion as seed grain emulsion and further grewing the grains of

said emulsion. :

Second invention (Claims 3, 5, 6):
Process for the preparation of tabular seed grains characterized by the
precipitation of said seed grains in the presence of an oxidizing agent, a low
molecular weight gelatin and by a certain ratio of iodide to bromide ions in the

starting halide solution

Third invention (Claims 4, 7, 8)
Process for the preparation of tabular seed grains characterized by the
- precipitation of said seed grains in the presence of an organic compound with a
certain structural unit (-SO,S-), a low molecular weight gelatin and by a certain

ratio of iodide to bromide ions in the starting halide solution.
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