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() Display system.

@ A display system is described, comprising a
display device (88) for generating a visual output in
response to a plurality of data signals defining the
data to be displayed, a display adapter circuit (92)
for generating the data signals in a form specified by
control data identifying the display device (88), an
output port (94) for connecting the data signals from
the display adapter circuit to the display device (88)
and for connecting the control data from the display
device (88) to the display adapter circuit (92),
characterised in that the display system further com-
prises a non-volatile memory (9) located in the dis-
play device (88) for storing the control data in the
form of a plurality of control codes, and communica-
tion logic (95) for communicating a control code
between the memory and the output port (94) in
response to a command signal (21) generated by
the display adapter circuit (92). The communication
logic comprises a serial data link (3) for communicat-
ing the control code between the display device and
the output port, device logic (97) located in the

display device for communicating the control code
between the memory and the serial data link, and
adapter logic (96) located in the display adapter
circuit for communicating the control code between
the serial data link and the display adapter circuit.
The control data, such as the signal timing require-
ments of any new display device, can be stored in
the form of digital control codes held within the
memory of the display device, the display system
programming does not require updating every time a
different display device is connected to the output
port. Instead, the display adaptor can read the new
timing requirements from the memory of the new
display device for the purpose of generating video
and sync signals for correctly driving the new dis-
play device. Furthermore, where the display system
comprises a multiple mode display device, the dis-
play adapter circuit can use the serial link to config-
ure the display device to operate in a desired dis-
play mode.
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