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(57)  A  developing  apparatus  for  developing  a  la- 
tent  image  formed  on  an  image  bearing  mem- 
ber  includes  a  first  frame  (19a)  having  a 
developer  container  (19)  for  containing  a  de- 
veloper  ;  a  second  frame  (1  8)  having  a  de- 
veloper  carrying  member  for  carrying  the 
developer  supplied  from  the  developer  con- 
tainer  (19)  to  supply  the  developer  to  the  latent 
image;  a  sealing  member  (17)  for  sealing  an 
opening  for  supplying  the  developer  from  the 
developer  container  (19)  to  the  developer  carry- 
ing  member;  wherein  the  sealing  member  (17) 
is  pulled  between  the  first  frame  (19a)  and  the 
second  frame  (18)  along  a  pulling  path  in  a 
pulling  direction,  whereby  the  opening  is 
opened  ;  projections,  disposed  at  both  sides  of 
the  pulling  path  downstream  of  the  opening  in 
the  pulling  direction,  for  limiting  the  pulling 
direction  of  a  sealing  member. 
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The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

i  —  i  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

I  —  i  Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
—  report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

I  —  |  No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 
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invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 
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All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respects  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims, 

namely  claims: 
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The  Search  Division  considers  thai  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  rotates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions. 
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1.  Cla ims  1-63  :  P r o j e c t i o n s   at  bo th   s i d e s   of  p u l l i n g   p a t h  
of  s e a l i n g   member  to  avo id   o b l i q u e   p u l l i n g  
d i r e c t i o n .  

2.  Cla ims   64-99  :  End  s e a l   and  a  p r o j e c t i o n   u p s t r e a m   of  s a i d  
end  s e a l   wi th   r e s p e c t   to  the  s e a l i n g  
member  p u l l i n g   d i r e c t i o n   to  avo id   t h a t  
the  end  s e a l   is  p e e l e d   o f f .  
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