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©  A  construction  for  automatically  milking  animals. 

©  The  invention  relates  to  a  construction  for  auto- 
matically  milking  animals,  such  as  cows,  provided 
with  a  milking  robot  (14).  The  construction  comprises 
a  shed  (1)  or  any  other  space  where  the  animals  are 

allowed  to  move  freely.  The  shed  (1)  or  other  space 
is  designed  such  that  the  milking  robot  (14)  moves 
to  an  animal  to  be  milked  and  performs  the  milking 
on  the  spot. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprned  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

j—  j  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Eu All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

□  

□  

Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  tor  the  first  ten  claims  and  tor  those  claims  tor  which  claims  tees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  tor  the  first  ten  claims 

j  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  Inventions  or  groups  of  inventions. 
namely: 

1.  Claims  1-12  and  14-38  as  long  as  r e l a t e d   to  1 - 1 2  

2.  Claims  1 3 - 3 8  
3.  Claim  39 

-  see  annex  -  

□  

□  

j—  |  All  further  search  fees  have  Deen  paid  witnm  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims 

j—  |  Only  part  of  the  further  searcn  lees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  carts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  Inventions  In 
respect  ol  which  search  tees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

None  ol  tne  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  presenl  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  firs! 
mentioned  in  the  claims. 

nameiyciaims:  m e n t i o n e d   in  i tem  1.  
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Lack  of  unity  of  invention  "A  P R I O R I "  

The  EPO  cons ide r s   that  there  are  3  invent ions  c laimed  in  this  a p p l i c a t i o n  
c o v e r e d   by  the  following  groups   of  c l a i m s :  

1.  claims  1-12  and  14-38:  a  cons t ruc t ion   for  automat ica l ly   milking  a n i m a l s ,  
such   as  cows,  provided  with  a  milking  robot  whereby   the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o m p r i s e s   a  shed  or  any  other  s p a c e   where   the  animals   are  al lowed  to  
move  about   freely  and  which  is  cons t ruc t ed   in  such  a  way  that  the  milking 
robot  can  move  to  an  animal  to  be  milked  and  milks  the  animal  on  the  s p o t .  

2.  claims  13-38:  a  cons t ruc t ion   for  au tomat ica l ly   milking  animals ,   such  a s  
cows,   provided  with  a  milking  robot  whe reby   the  cons t ruct ion   c o m p r i s e s   a  
c o n c e n t r a t e s   d i spens ing   sys tem  through  which  the  animals   can  b e  
individually  given  c o n c e n t r a t e s ,   while  there  are  also  provided  s igna l l ing  
m e a n s   which  serve  to  draw  the  at tention  of  an  animal  to  the  supply  of 
c o n c e n t r a t e s .  

3.  claim  39:  a  construction  for  au tomat ica l ly   milking  animals ,   such  as  c o w s ,  
provided  with  a  milking  robot  w h e r e b y   every  resting  box  is  provided  with  a  
c o n c e n t r a t e s   d ispensing  system  including  a  feed  through  movable   in  h e i g h t  
and  pivotable  on  a  virtually  vertical  sha f t .  

T h e s e   groups   of  invent ions  are  not  so  linked  as  to  form  a  single  i n v e n t i v e  

c o n c e p t .  
There  is  no  technical   re lat ionship  among   those   inventions  involving  one  o r  
more  of  the  s a m e   technical   f e a t u r e s .  

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,   an  objection  b e c a u s e   of  lack  of  unity  of  invention  as  to  b e  
m a d e .  
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