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@ A construction for automatically milking animals.

@ The invention relates to a construction for auto-
matically milking animals, such as cows, provided
with a milking robot (14). The construction comprises
a shed (1) or any other space where the animals are

allowed to move freely. The shed (1) or other space
is designed such that the milking robot (14) moves
to an animal to be milked and performs the milking
on the spot.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent pplication comprised at the time of filing more than ten ciaims.
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Ail claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has been

drawn up for all claims.

Oniy part of the claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the tirat ten ciaims and for those claims for which ciaims fees have been paid,
namely ciaims:

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present Europesan ssarch report has been

drawn up for the first ten cizims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of

invention and relates to severai inventions or groups of inventions,

namely:
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1. Claims 1-12 and 14-38 as long as related to 1-12

2. Claims 13-38
3. Claim 39

-~ See annex -

All further ssarch fees have been pa:d within the fixed time limit. The present European search raport has

been grawn up tor all claims

Oniy part of the further ssarch fees have bDeen paid within the fixed time limit. The present Eurcpean search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent appiication which relate to the Inventions in
respect of which search fees have been paid,

nameiy claims:

None of the turther ssarch fees has been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report
"‘Kas been drawn up tor those parts of the European pestent appication which relate to the invention first

mentioned in the claims,

namely ciaims: mentioned in item 1.
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Lack of unity of invention "A PRIORI"

The EPO considers that there are 3 inventions claimed in thls application
covered by the following groups of claims:

1. claims 1-12 and 14-38: a construction for automatically milking animals,
such as cows, provided with a milking robot whereby the construction
comprises a shed or any other space where the animals are allowed to
move about freely and which is constructed in such a way that the milking
robot can move to an animal to be milked and milks the animal on the spot.

2. claims 13-38: a construction for automatically milking animals, such as
cows, provided with a milking robot whereby the construction comprises a
concentrates dispensing system through which the animals can be
individually given concentrates, while there are also provided signalling
means which serve to draw the attention of an animal to the supply of
concentrates.

3. claim 39: a construction for automatically milking animals, such as cows,
provided with a milking robot whereby every resting box is provided with a
concentrates dispensing system including a feed through movable in height
and pivotable on a virtually vertical shaft.

These groups of inventions are not so linked as to form a single inventive
concept.

There is no technical relationship among those inventions involving one or
more of the same technical features.

Consequently, an objection because of lack of unity of invention as to be
made.
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