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(54)  Data  reproducing  apparatus  

(57)  An  optical  disc  device  (1)  which  is  used  for  an 
auxiliary  memory  of  a  computer  etc.,  and  allows  it  to 
effectively  avoid  an  illegal  copy.  A  recording  region  of  a 
disc  recording  medium  2  is  divided  into  sectors,  and  the 
user  data  DO  to  D51  1  is  recorded  into  each  sector  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  stated  quantity  of  data  is 
recorded  at  a  time,  in  addition,  the  identification  data 

VU1  to  VU4  for  the  user  data  DO  to  D51  1  ,  and  the  error 
detecting  and  correcting  codes  ECC1  ,  1  to  ECC5,  1  6  for 
both  the  user  data  DO  to  D51  1  and  the  identifying  data 
VU1  to  VU4  are  also  recorded  into  each  sector,  and 
then  the  user  data  DO  to  D51  1  is  processed  based  on 
the  identification  data  VU1  to  VU4. 
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: l a i m s   i n c u r r i n g   f e e s  

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filling  more  than  ten  claims 

p-i  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
l—  '  been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

Dnly  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescibed  time  limit.  The  present  European 
search  report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  those  claims  for  which  fees  have  been 

lamely  claims: 

slo  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
las  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

rhe  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  witn  tne  requirement 
sf  the  unity  of  the  invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions,  namely: 

□  j-.  All  further  search  fees  haven  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  searcn  report 
'  has  been  drawn  up  for  all  claims 

Only  part  of  the  further  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescibed  time  limit.  The  present  ; 
□   European  search  report  has  been  drawn  up  for  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which 

relate  to  the  inventions  in  respects  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

None  of  the  further  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescibed  time  limit.  The  present  European 
g|  search  report  has  been  drawn  up  for  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to 

the  invention  first  mentioned  in  the  claims, 
namely  claims: 

3 



EP  0  640  924  A3 

J  
European  Patent 
Office  EP  941  12775  - B  

X  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of  invention 
and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

1  .  Claims  1-6  and  15  are  concerned  with  a  reproducing  apparatus  having  an 
identification  datum  where  when  this  Datum  doesn't  match  a  (vendor) 
unique  datum  recorded  on  the  disc,  control  means  prevent  output  of  the 
data  from  the  interface  of  the  reproducing  apparatus. 

2.  Claims  7-14,16,21  and  22  are  concerned  with  a  reproducing  apparatus  ha- 
ving  an  identification  datum,  where,  based  on  the  result  of  the  detection  of 
the  match  between  this  Datum  and  a  (vendor)  unique  datum  recorded  on  the 
disc,  the  logical  address  of  the  data  recorded  on  the  medium  is  r ea r ranged .  

3.  Claims  1  7-20  are  concerned  with  a  reproducing  apparatus  comprising  error 
correction  means,  error  rate  detecting  means  and  data  replacement  means  
whereby  the  data  replacement  means  record  the  error  corrected  data  if  the  
error  rate  is  higher  than  a  reference  rate,  the  reference  error  rate  being 
changed  in  accordance  with  the  unique  datum. 

4 


	bibliography
	search report

