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Waste disposal system.

@ As shown in Figure 1, the invention provides a
cost-effective system for the transport and dis-
posal of potentially hazardous waste. Waste is
loaded into tough, durable re-usable containers
(11) at a waste production site such as a hospi-
tal ward (10). These are transported locally on
wheeled frolleys (14) to a pick-up site where
they are loaded on to special purpose vehicles
(15) fitted with special purpose hoist devices.
The vehicles (15) transport the containers to a
waste disposal site where the containers are
emptied into an incinerator feed hopper. The
containers are then cleaned and sanitized bef-
ore being returned on the vehicles to the waste
production sites for re-use.
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the raquirement of unity of
invention and relaies 1 several inventions of groups of inventions,
namply:

1. Claims 1-11: A system for the transport
and disposal of waste by means of
re-usable containers

2. Claims 12-17: A hoist for use in a vehicle

Unity of invention is given if several inventions

the inventions. In the present case, however, no such
relationship can be found. -

novelty in the light of documents WO-A- 92/06901,
DE-U 89 09 979 or GB-A- 2 252 316 there cannot exist
a common, inventive concept between the inventions.

The application therefore lacks unity of invention.

The partial search has been performed for the
first invention, i.e. claims 1-11.

are defined by same or cerrespending special technical
features which lead to a technical relationship between

Furthermore, since the subject-matter of claim 1 lacKs
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