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Description

RELATED PATENTS

[0001] The present application relates to commonly
assigned United States Patent No. 5,236,084, issued
August 17, 1993, which is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] This invention relates to cigarette packs, and
more particularly to cigarette packs in the form of boxes
having a tab.

DISCUSSION OF RELATED ART

[0003] Cigarette packs in the form of boxes are
extremely well known. One of the most popular forms of
such boxes has an outer member which includes a
lower portion in which the cigarettes stand vertically.
The upper portion is a lid which is often, although not
always, hinged to the back of the lower portion so that
the upper ends of the cigarettes are exposed when the
lid is tipped back to open the box to form the so-called
hinged lid box. Such boxes typically have an innerframe
inside the outer member which extends up from the
lower portion under the lid to provide some interference
with the lid as it opens and closes. This interference
helps to keep the lid firmly and neatly closed and redu-
oes the risk that the lid will open accidentally.

[0004] Cigarette packs of the foregoing type are rela-
tively small and strong. The visible exterior surfaces are
needed for brand-identifying information, contents
specifications and required warning labels. There is
therefore little or no space on the outside of the pack for
additional information such as promotional coupons,
and even if such additional information could be put on
the outside of the pack, it would be difficult for the con-
sumer to remove that information such as a coupon
from the pack. Placing coupons or other information
separately in the pack is disadvantageous because
such placement necessitates additional processing
steps, additional production equipment and increased
production costs, and the consumer may not notice the
information.

[0005] The attachment of information bearing tabs
has been proposed as a solution to these problems. To
be successfully implemented, this proposal needs to be
relatively straightforwardly adapted to conventional
pack formation techniques to avoid costly and time con-
suming modifications or new machinery. In addition, the
informative tab should not present any obstacle to nor-
mal use of the product while still achieving its goal of
accessibility and easy removal at a desired time, e.g., at
opening or any time thereafter prior to closing the lid.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0006] It is therefore an object of this invention to pro-
vide a cigarette pack having additional surface areas
which can be used for a coupon or other information.
[0007] It is another object of the present invention to
provide a removable information area which does not
interfere with access to the cigarettes.

[0008] It is a further object of this invention to provide
a cigarette pack having an additional but removable
information area, which pack functions as a standard
pack before and after the additional information area is
removed.

[0009] It is another object of the present invention to
provide a removable information area to a pack which is
removable whenever the consumer desires after open-
ing the pack.

[0010] Itis a further object of the present invention to
accomplish the foregoing objects with a minimum of
machinery modification.

[0011] [t is another object of the present invention to
accomplish the foregoing objects using a minimum of
materials.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0012] The foregoing and additional objects are
obtained by a cigarette pack for packaging cigarettes
according to the present invention. A lower box is pro-
vided comprising bottom, front, back and two side walls
which define a receptacle for the cigarettes. A hinged lid
box comprising a top, front, back and two side walls is
hingably connected at its back wall to the back wall of
the lower box such that the hinged lid box is closable
over the contained cigarettes and respective front and
side walls of the hinged lid box mate with respective
front and side walls of the lower box at respective mat-
ing edges. A tab, which may be printed with coupon,
promotional or other information, is detachably attached
to the mating edge of the front wall of the hinged lid box
via a detachment line. The tab comprises a tab front
panel which is detachably attached to the mating edge
of the front wall of the hinged lid box and a top tab panel
foldably connected to the front tab panel via a first tab
fold line opposite the detachment. The tab is folded
within the hinged lid box by folding the front tab panel
about the detachment line such that it lies in a face-to-
face relationship with the front wall of the hinged lid box,
and by folding the top tab panel about the first tab fold
line such that it lies in a face-to-face contact with the top
panel of the hinged lid box. The tab may further com-
prise a back tab panel which is foldably connected to the
top tab panel via a second tab fold line opposite the first
tab fold line. Back tab panel is folded along the second
tab fold line such that is lies in a face-to-face contact
with the back panel of the hinged lid box. Accordingly,
the tab is folded within the hinged lid box over the ciga-
rettes when the hinged lid box is closed. When desired,
the tab is removed by opening the hinged lid box and
tearing along the detachment line.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0013]

Fig. 1 is an isometric view of a cigarette pack of an
illustrative type with which this invention can be
employed;

Fig. 2 is a front view of an illustrative innerframe
blank that can be used with this invention;

Fig. 3 is a top view of a preferred embodiment of the
pack blank according to this invention;

Fig. 4 shows the erected blank of Fig. 3 with the
illustrative innerframe of Fig. 2 and with the hinged
lid pivoted to a closed position; and

Fig. 5 shows the fully erected blank of Fig. 3 with
the hinged lid pivoted back to an open position and
the lid tab fully extended from the front wall of the
hinged lid.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0014] As shownin Fig. 1, a conventional paperboard,
hinged lid, box-type cigarette pack 10 includes an outer
member 12 having a lower box portion 14 and an upper
lid box portion 16. Lower portion 14 has an intercon-
nected front wall 20, a left side wall 22, a right side wall
24, arear wall 26, and a bottom wall 28. Lid 16 has sim-
ilar interconnected front 20a, left side 22a, right side
24a, and rear 26a walls which respectively function as
continuations of the similarly named and referenced
lower portion walls when the lid 16 is closed as shown
in Fig. 1. In addition, lid 16 has a top wall 30. Lid 16 is
typically hingably connected to lower portion 14 along
hinge line 83 where respective rear walls 26 and 26a
meet one another. When lid 16 is tipped back along
hinge line 83, the pack has the appearance shown in
Fig. 5.

[0015] Fig. 2 depicts an innerframe 40 which is con-
ventionally included inside lower portion 14. Innerframe
40 includes a front wall 42, a left side wall 44, and a right
side wall 46. The central upper portion of innerframe
front wall 42 has a depression or cutout to facilitate con-
sumer access to the upper ends of the cigarettes in the
pack. Typically, cigarettes are initially wrapped in foil to
form a cigarette bundle 15 inside innerframe 40 as
shown in Fig. 5. The upper front portion of this foil wrap-
per may be removed by the consumer when he or she
opens the pack. Innerframe 40 is typically glued to pan-
els 22 and 24 and/or panel 20. Innerframe front wall 42
need not extend to bottom wall 28. When lid 16 is
closed, it fits down over and completely covers the por-
tion of innerframe 40 which projects above lower portion
14 as well as cigarette bundle 15. Innerframe 40 inter-
feres somewhat with lid 16 as the lid is opened and
closed. This interference helps to keep lid 16 neatly
closed and reduces the risk of the pack opening acci-
dentally.

[0016] Cigarette pack 10 according to the present
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invention is preferably erected from paperboard pack
blank 50. The preferred embodiment of blank 50 is
shown in Fig. 3 prior to erection with the primary printed
side down. Similar reference numbers are used in Fig. 3
and subsequent Figs. for elements which are similar or
related to elements described above. The components
will be referred to as panels in the blank configuration
and walls in the pack configuration. The adverb "sub-
stantially” will be employed to define relationships with
desired design tolerances.

[0017] Blank 50 includes lower and top or lid front pan-
els 20 and 20a, outside left and right panels 22 and 24,
lower left and right flaps 51 and 52, bottom and top pan-
els 28 and 30, lower and lid rear panels 26 and 26a,
inside left and right panels 53 and 54, lid inside left and
right panels 55 and 56, lid left and right flaps 57 and 58,
lid outside left and right panels 22a and 24a, and tab 60
integrally formed from conventional materials.

[0018] Lower front panel 20 is defined in the longitudi-
nal direction by the separation between substantially
parallel lower front score line 73 and lower front panel
margin or edge 99. Lower front panel 20 is defined in
the lateral direction by first side score line 70 and sec-
ond side line 71 which connect line 73 and margin 99.
Preferably, line 73 is a straight line. Preferably, side
score lines 70 and 71 are straight lines, substantially
parallel to each other and substantially perpendicular to
line 73 and margin 99.

[0019] Outside left and right panels 22 and 24 are
connected to lower front panel 20 along lines 70 and 71,
respectively. Preferably, the longitudinal and lateral
dimensions of outside left panel 22 are substantially
equal to the corresponding longitudinal and lateral
dimensions of outside right panel 24.

[0020] Bottom panel 28 extends from lower frpnt panel
20 at line 73 to lower score line 78, and is further
defined by first and second cuts 75 and 76. Preferably,
line 78 is a straight line, substantially parallel to line 73,
and substantially perpendicular to cuts 75 and 76. The
longitudinal dimension of bottom panel 28 is substan-
tially equal to the lateral dimensions of outside left and
right panels 22 and 24. Preferably, cut 75 is a collinear
extension of line 70. Similarly, cut 76 is preferably a col-
linear extension of line 71.

[0021] Lower rear panel 26 extends from bottom panel
28 at line 78 to hinge line 83, and is further defined by
third and fourth side score lines 80 and 81. Preferably,
line 83 is a straight line, substantially parallel to line 78,
and substantially perpendicular to lines 80 and 81. Pref-
erably, line 80 is a collinear extension of cut 75. Simi-
larly, line 81 is preferably a collinear extension of cut 76.
Preferably, the longitudinal dimension of bottom rear
panel 26 is greater than the longitudinal dimension of
lower front panel 20, i.e., the distance between lines 78
and 83 is greater than the distance between margin 99
and line 73.

[0022] Inside left and right panels 53 and 54 are con-
nected to lower rear panel 26 along lines 80 and 81,
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respectively. Inside left panel 53 is defined in the longi-
tudinal direction by left bottom score line 77 and fifth cut
82. Inside right panel 54 is defined in the longitudinal
direction by right bottom score line 79 and sixth cut 84.
Preferably, the shape and size of inside left panel 53 are
substantially equal to the shape and size of outside left
panel 22. Similarly, it is preferred that the shape and
size of inside right panel 54 are substantially equal to
the shape and size of outside right panel 24.

[0023] Lower left flap 51 is connected to inside left
panel 53 along line 77, and lower right flap 52 is con-
nected to inside right panel 54 along line 79. Lower left
flap 51 is defined in the longitudinal direction by third cut
72 and line 77. Lower right flap 52 is defined in the lon-
gitudinal direction by fourth cut 74 and line 79. Prefera-
bly, the lateral dimensions of lower left and right flaps 51
and 52 are slightly less than the longitudinal dimension
of bottom panel 28. Preferably, lines 77 and 79 are off-
set above line 78 by a distance equal to the thickness of
paperboard blank 50. These offsets facilitate folding of
the flaps and side panels.

[0024] Lid rear panel 26a extends from lower rear
panel 26 at hinge line 83 to rear score line 88, and is fur-
ther defined by fifth and sixth side score lines 85 and 86.
Preferably, line 88 is a straight line, substantially parallel
to hinge line 83, and substantially perpendicular to lines
85 and 86. Preferably, line 85 is a collinear extension of
line 80. Similarly, line 86 is preferably a collinear exten-
sion of line 81.

[0025] Lid inside left and right panels 55 and 56 are
connected to lid rear panel 26a along lines 85 and 86,
respectively. Lid inside left panel 55 is defined in the lon-
gitudinal direction by left rear score line 87 and cut 82.
Lid inside right panel 56 is defined in the longitudinal
direction by right rear score line 89 and cut 84.

[0026] Lid top panel 30 extends from lid rear panel
26a at line 88 to top score line 91, and is further defined
by seventh and eighth cuts 90 and 92. Preferably, line
91 is a straight line, substantially parallel to line 88, and
substantially perpendicular to cuts 90 and 92. The lon-
gitudinal dimension of lid top panel 30 is preferably sub-
stantially equal to the longitudinal dimension of bottom
panel 28, i.e., the distance between lines 88 and 91 is
substantially equal to the distance between lines 73 and
78. Lid left flap 57 is connected to lid inside left panel 55
along line 87, and lid right flap 58 is connected to lid
inside right panel 56 along line 89. Lid left flap 57 is
defined in the longitudinal direction by ninth cut 93 and
line 87. Lid right flap 58 is defined in the longitudinal
direction by tenth cut 94 and line 89. Preferably, the lat-
eral dimensions of lid left and right flaps 57 and 58 are
slightly less than the longitudinal dimension of lid top
panel 30. Preferably, lines 87 and 89 are offset below
line 88 by a distance equal to the thickness of paper-
board blank. These offsets facilitate folding of the flaps
and side panels.

[0027] Lid front panel 20a extends from lid top panel
30 at line 91 to tab detachment line 97, and is further
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defined by seventh and eighth side score lines 95 and
96. Preferably, detachment line 97 is a straight line, sub-
stantially parallel to line 91, and substantially perpendic-
ular to lines 95 and 96. Preferably, line 95 is a collinear
extension of cut 90. Similarly, line 96 is preferably a col-
linear extension of cut 92. Preferably, the longitudinal
dimension of lid front panel 20a is greater than the lon-
gitudinal dimension of lid rear panel 26a, i.e., the dis-
tance between lines 91 and 97 is greater than the
distance between lines 83 and 88. Lid outside left and
right panels 22a and 24a are connected to lid top front
panel 20a along lines 95 and 96, respectively. Prefera-
bly, the shape and size of lid outside left panel 22a are
substantially equal to the shape and size of lid inside left
panel 55. Similarly, it is preferred that the shape and
size of lid outside right panel 24a are substantially equal
to the shape and size of lid inside right panel 56.

[0028] Tab panel 60 extends from top front panel 20a
at detachment line 97. Preferably, detachment line 97 is
a straight line, substantially parallel to line 91. Prefera-
bly, line 97 is formed by perforations and/or partial scor-
ing to facilitate detachment and removal of tab 60 when
desired.

[0029] More specifically, tab 60 comprises a tab front
panel 62, a tab top panel 64 and a tab back panel 66.
Tab front panel 62 is removably attached to lid front
panel 20a via detachment line 97. Tab top panel 64 is
foldably connected to tab front panel 62 via a scored
fold line 61 which is located opposite to and substan-
tially parallel with detachment line 97. Tab back panel
66 is likewise foldably connected to top tab panel 64 via
a scored fold line 63 which is located opposite to and is
substantially parallel with fold line 61. Tab front panel
62, tab top panel 64 and tab back panel 66 preferably
have a smaller horizontal width, as depicted in Figs. 3
and 4, than corresponding lid front wall 20a, top wall 30
and lid back wall 22a of the lid, and have slightly shorter
horizontal lengths, i.e., lines 97, 61 and 63 are shorter
and are spaced apart slightly less than lines 91 and 88
to permit the tab 60 to folded into the formed lid. The
panel widths of tab 60 may be tailored to the specific
space required for the desired informational or promo-
tional message. Also, tab 60 can have any desired geo-
metric configuration so long as it is foldable within the
lid.

[0030] The blank 50 shown in Fig. 3 is erected to form
the pack 10 shown in Fig. 1. As shown in Fig. 4, tab 60
is folded along tab detachment line 97 so that tab front
panel 62 is substantially parallel with and in face-to-face
contact with the inner side of front wall 20a of the lid.
Tab top panel 64 is folded along fold line 61 such that it
is substantially perpendicular to tab front panel 62 and
such that it is substantially parallel with and in face-to-
face contact with the inner side of top wall 30 of the lid.
Similarly, tab back panel 66 is folded along fold line 63
such that it. substantially perpendicular to tab top panel
64, such that it is and substantially parallel with oppo-
sitely located tab front panel 62 and such that it is sub-
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stantially parallel with and in face-to-face contact with
back wall 26a of the lid. Accordingly, message tab 60 is
folded within the inner side of lid 16 and surrounds the
cigarette bundle 15 located within the pack 10. This fold-
ing is straightforwardly accomplished by a slight modifi-
cation of a standard packaging machine since tab
folding only involves basically ninety degree folds simul-
taneously with the associated lid panels.

[0031] Lid left flap 57 and lid inside left panel 55 are
erected substantially perpendicular to top panel 30 and
top rear panel 26a by folding along fifth side score line
85. Similarly, lid right flap 58 and lid inside right panel 56
are erected substantially perpendicular to top panel 30
and lid rear panel 26a by folding along sixth side score
line 86. Lid left flap 57 is erected substantially perpen-
dicular to lid inside left panel 55 by folding along left rear
score line 87. Similarly, lid right flap 58 is erected sub-
stantially perpendicular to lid inside right panel 56 by
folding along right rear score line 89.

[0032] Inside left panel 53 and lower left flap 51 are
erected substantially perpendicular to lower rear panel
26 and bottom panel 28 by folding along third side score
line 80. Similarly, inside right panel 54 and lower right
flap 52 are erected substantially perpendicular to lower
rear panel 26 and bottom panel 28 by folding along
fourth side score line 81. Lower left flap 51 is erected
substantially perpendicular to inside left panel 53 by
folding along left lower score line 77. Similarly, lower
right flap 52 is erected substantially perpendicular to
inside right panel 54 by folding along right lower score
line 79.

[0033] Lidtop panel 30, lid front panel 203, tab 60, and
lid outside left and right panels 22a and 24a are erected
substantially perpendicular to lid rear panel 26a by fold-
ing along rear score line 88.

[0034] Bottom panel 28, lower front panel 20, and out-
side left and right panels 22 and 24 are erected sub-
stantially perpendicular to lower rear panel 26 by folding
along lower score line 78.

[0035] Lid front panel 20a, tab connector panel 59, tab
60, and lid outside left and right panels 22a and 24a are
erected substantially perpendicular to lid top panel 30
by folding along lid score line 91.

[0036] Lower front panel 20, and outside left and right
panels 22 and 24 are erected substantially perpendicu-
lar to bottom panel 28, and lower front panel 20 is
erected substantially parallel to tab 60, by folding along
bottom front score line 73.

[0037] Lid outside left panel 22a is erected substan-
tially perpendicular to lid front panel 20a, and substan-
tially parallel to contiguous lid inside left panel 55, by
folding along seventh side score line 95. Similarly, lid
outside right panel 24a is erected substantially perpen-
dicular lid front panel 20a, and substantially parallel to
contiguous lid inside right panel 56, by folding along
eighth side score line 96.

[0038] Outside left panel 22 is erected substantially
perpendicular to lower front panel 20, and substantially
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parallel to contiguous inside left panel 53, by folding
along first side score line 70. Similarly, outside right
panel 24 is erected substantially perpendicular to lower
front panel 20, and substantially parallel to contiguous
inside right panel 54, by folding along second side score
line 71.

[0039] Preferably, outside left panel 22 is adhesively
attached to inside left panel 53, outside right panel 24 is
adhesively attached to inside right panel 54, lid outside
left panel 22a is adhesively attached to lid inside left
panel 55, lid outside right panel 24a is adhesively
attached to lid inside right panel 56, and lid connector
panel 59 is adhesively attached to lid front panel 20a.
[0040] Innerframe 40 is preferably glued inside the
lower portion 14 of pack 10, e.g., by gluing innerframe
panels 44 and 46 to pack side walls 53 and 54, respec-
tively.

[0041] Referring once again to Fig. 4, message tab 60
is folded against the inner sides of the front wall 20a,
wall 30 and back wall 26a of the lid around the top por-
tions of the cigarettes located within the box. When the
lid 16 is opened, the message tab 60 will remain sub-
stantially in its face-to-face relationship with the interior
of the lid as the bundle is opened and a cigarette
removed. If the message tab unintentionally separates
from the lid interior during opening, it is easily returned
to the desired position upon closure of the lid. Alterna-
tively, message tab 60 may intentionally separate, i.e.,
drop down from the lid interior as the package is
opened. To accomplish this, pressure is applied to sides
22a and 24a as a means of lid opening and the interior
panel drops to an indline position that makes viewing
panel 60 most desirable.

[0042] To extend the tab 60 as shown in Fig. 5, the lid
16 is preferably opened completely such that top back
wall 26a abuts an upper portion of back wall 26. The
user then grasps the terminal end of tab 60, i.e, the
proximal end relative to perforated detachment line 97,
e.g., tab back panel 66, and straightens out message
tab 60 such that tab front panel 62, tab top panel 64 and
tab back panel 66 lie in substantially the same plane for
reading by the user. The user may decide to detach the
message tab at that time by tearing along detachment
line 97 or may decide to fold tab 60 back into the lid for
future reference and/or removal. Folding tab 60 back
into the lid does not interfere with access to the ciga-
rettes.

[0043] Tab 60 may comprise sections communicating
various discrete messages to the consumer. For exam-
ple, tab front panel 62, tab top panel 64 and tab rear
panel 66 may each bear a distinct message. Fold line 61
and 63 may then conveniently be detached, e.g., via
perforated or partially scored lining, to permit removal at
the desired time. Each panel could be further subdi-
vided as desired into two or more additional detachable
message areas. By way of example, Fig. 3 depicts front
tab panel 62 divided into respective first and second
sections 62a and 62b via a detachment line 61a.
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[0044] One or both sides of message tab 60 may be
printed or embossed with any desired information. Pref-
erably this information, and preferably the information
more desired to be read if both sides are printed, is vis-
ible to the consumer when the message tab is opened
as shown in Fig. 5. The information may include a sug-
gestion that the consumer remove tab 60 from the pack.
When that is done, additional information on tab 60,
e.g., printed on the reverse side of tab 60, may become
visible to the consumer. The removed tab may be a con-
venient size and shape for a coupon or coupon-like arti-
cle.

[0045] Printing or embossing may be placed on tab 60
at any time, e.g., before or after pack blank 50 is cut to
its final individual shape. A special eye mark may be
included in printing applied prior to cutting to help regis-
ter the cutting with the printing. If desired, the pack exte-
rior can contain an appropriate notice regarding the
presence of message tab 60 and/or its information.
[0046] Although Fig. 5 shows the pack with lid 16 par-
tially open, it will be appreciated that the lid opens and
closes exactly as described above. As in the prior art,
when the lid of the pack shown in Fig. 1 is closed, the
outer member of the pack completely encloses and
obscures tab 60. Accordingly when the pack of Fig. 5 is
closed as shown in Fig. 4, it functions and appears
exactly as shown in Fig. 1.

[0047] Although tab 60 is shown in the drawings as a
rectangle, it will be appreciated that it can have other
shapes such as a scalloped edge, a rounded edge, or
an arrowhead shaped edge. It also will be appreciated
that tab 60 can have one or more holes or openings.
Further, tab 60 can have one or more internal portions
detachably attached to tab 60.

[0048] The dimensions of pack blank 50, and the
dimensions of the panels and flaps comprising pack
blank 50, are determined by the number, circumference
and length of cigarettes to be packed in the erected
pack 10.

[0049] The machine components used in the con-
struction and erection of cigarette packs from paper-
board blanks are well known in the art, and a discussion
of the combination of machine components used to con-
struct and erect packs of the present invention is not
necessary to understand the present invention. Only a
modification is required to the blank die to form the mes-
sage tab section of the blank. The blank according to
the present invention is folded with a dimension modifi-
cation of 180° to the blank folding apparatus.

[0050] In other embodiments of the invention, lid 16
may be either integral with main portion 14 or glued to
lower portion 14 by a flap. The lid of the pack may also
slide on and off over the innerframe 40 rather than piv-
oting open and closed. Further, the principles of this
invention can be applied to packs and pack components
constructed of materials other than conventional paper-
board. Further, it will be appreciated that the appended
claims define cigarette packs in a conventional, upright
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orientation, as shown in Figs. 1 and 5. Although ciga-
rette packs of this invention can be inverted, turned on
their side, or placed in any number of orientations, the
appended claims define components of cigarette packs
relative to other components when the cigarette packs
are in a conventional, upright orientation. This conven-
tion is adopted for the sake of clarity and is not a limita-
tion on the scope of the appended claims.

[0051] The present invention accordingly provides a
mechanism for providing information to the consumer
which is available for reading and/or removal at a
desired time and which does not interfere with easy
access to the product. No significant modification is
required to existing machinery or tools. In addition, the
present invention requires no change in the existing cig-
arette or pack dimensions.

Claims
1. A cigarette pack comprising:

a lower portion comprising bottom (28), front
(20), back (26) and two side walls (22) (24)
which define a receptacle for containing ciga-
rettes;

a hinged lid comprising top (30), front (20a),
back (26a) and two side walls (22a) (24a), the
back wall of the hinged lid being hingably con-
nected to the back wall of the lower portion,
whereby the hinged lid is closable over ciga-
rettes in the receptacle defined by the lower
portion; and

a tab (60) comprising a front tab panel (62) and
a top tab panel (64) foldably connected to the
front tab panel along a first tab fold line (61),
the tab being detachably attached by the tab
front panel to the abutting edge of the front wall
of the hinged lid along a detachment line (97)
opposite the first tab fold line (61), the tab being
foldable about the detachment line (97) such
that the front tab panel (62) is in face-to-face
contact with an inner side of the front wall (20a)
of the hinged lid and the tab being folded about
the first tab fold line (61) such that the top tab
panel (64) is in face-to-face contact with an
inner side or the top wall (30) of the hinged lid
when the hinged lid is closed, the tab (60)
being extendable from the abutting edge of the
front wall (20a) of the hinged lid and the tab
being detachable along the detachment line
(97) when pack is open.

2. A cigarette pack according to claim 1 in which
respective front and side walls of the hinged lid abut
respective front and side walls of the lower portion
along respective abutting edges.

3. A cigarette pack according to claim 1 or 2 wherein
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the tab (60) further comprises a back tab panel (66)
foldably connected to the top tab panel (64) along a
second tab fold line (63) opposite the first tab fold
line (61), the tab being foldable along the second
tab fold line such that the tab back panel is in a
face-to-face contact with an inner side of the back
wall (26a) of the hinged lid when the hinged lid is
closed.

4. A cigarette pack according to claim 3 wherein the
second tab fold line (63) is a detachment line.

5. A cigarette pack according to any preceding claim
wherein the tab (60) is printed with indicia.

6. A cigarette pack according to any preceding claim
further comprising an innerframe (40) including a
front wall (42) disposed inside the front wall (20) of
the lower portion of the pack, the front wall of the
innerframe having an upper edge which is above
the abutting edge of the front wall (20) of the pack.

7. A cigarette pack according to any preceding claim
wherein the first tab fold line (61) is a detachment
line.

8. A cigarette pack according to any preceding claim
wherein at least one panel (62) of the tab (60) is
subdivided into panel sections (62a) (62b), the
panel sections being attached along a detachment
line (61a).

9. A cigarette pack according to claim 8 in which the
subdivided panel is the front tab panel (62)

Patentanspriiche
1. Zigarettenpackung umfassend:

einen Unterteil, umfassend Boden- (28), Front-
(20), Riuckwand (26) und zwei Seitenwénde
(22) (24), die eine Aufnahmeeinheit zur Auf-
nahme von Zigaretten begrenzen;

einen Klappdeckel, umfassend Oberseiten-
(30), Front- (20a), Ruckwand (26a) und zwei
Seitenwande (22a) (24a), wobei die Rlickwand
des Klappdeckels schwenkbar mit der Riick-
wand des Unterteils verbunden ist, wodurch
der Klappdeckel Uber Zigaretten in der durch
den Unterteil begrenzten Aufnahmeeinheit
schlieBbar ist; und

einen Streifen (60), umfassend ein vorderes
Streifenfeld (62) und ein langs einer ersten
Streifenfalzlinie (61) faltbar mit dem vorderen
Streifenfeld verbundenes oberes Streifenfeld
(64), wobei der Streifen langs einer der ersten
Streifenfalzlinie  (61) gegeniberliegenden
Abtrennlinie (97) mittels des vorderen Streifen-
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feldes an der Anschlagkante der Frontwand
des Klappdeckels abtrennbar befestigt ist,
wobei der Streifen derart um die Abtrennlinie
(97) faltbar ist, daB sich das vordere Streifen-
feld (62) in Flachenbertihrung mit einer Innen-
seite der Frontwand (20a) des Klappdeckels
befindet, und der Streifen derart um die erste
Streifenfalzlinie (61) gefaltet ist, daB sich das
obere Streifenfeld (64) in Flachenberihrung
mit einer Innenseite der oberseitenwand (30)
des Klappdeckels befindet, wenn der Klapp-
deckel geschlossen ist, wobei der Streifen (60)
von der Anschlagkante der Frontwand (20a)
des Klappdeckels aus ausziehbar ist und der
Streifen langs der Abtrennlinie (97) abtrennbar
ist, wenn die Packung gedffnet ist.

2. Zigarettenpackung nach Anspruch 1, bei der jewei-

lige Front- und Seitenwande des Klappdeckels
langs jeweiliger Anschlagkanten an jeweilige Front-
und Seitenwande des Unterteils angrenzen.

Zigarettenpackung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei der
der Streifen (60) weiter ein hinteres Streifenfeld
(66) umfaBt, das langs einer der ersten Streifenfalz-
linie (61) gegeniiberliegenden zweiten Streifenfalz-
linie (63) faltbar mit dem oberen Streifenfeld (64)
verbunden ist, wobei der Streifen derart langs der
zweiten Streifenfalzlinie faltbar ist, daB das hintere
Streifenfeld in Flachenberlhrung mit einer Innen-
seite der Rlckwand (26a) des Klappdeckels steht,
wenn der Klappdeckel geschlossen ist.

Zigarettenpackung nach Anspruch 3, bei der die
zweite Streifenfalzlinie (63) eine Abtrennlinie ist.

Zigarettenpackung nach einem vorangehenden
Anspruch, bei der der Streifen (60) mit Vermerken
bedruckt ist.

Zigarettenpackung nach einem vorangehenden
Anspruch, weiter umfassend einen Innenrahmen
(40), einschlieBend eine innerhalb der Frontwand
(20) des Unterteils der Packung angeordnete Front-
wand (42), wobei die Frontwand des Innenrahmens
eine Oberkante aufweist, die sich oberhalb der
Anschlagkante der Frontwand (20) der Verpackung
befindet.

Zigarettenpackung nach einem vorangehenden
Anspruch, bei der die erste Streifenfalzlinie (61)
eine Abtrennlinie ist.

Zigarettenpackung nach einem vorangehenden
Anspruch, bei der mindestens ein Feld (62) des
Streifens (60) in Feldbereiche (62a) (62b) unterteilt
ist, wobei die Feldbereiche langs einer Abtrennlinie
(61a) angebracht sind.
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9. Zigarettenpackung nach Anspruch 8, bei der das

unterteilte Feld das vordere Streifenfeld (62) ist.

Revendications

1.

Paquet de cigarettes comprenant:

une partie inférieure comprenant un fond (28),
une paroi avant (20), une paroi arriére (26) et
deux parois latérales (22, 24) qui définissent un
réceptacle destiné a contenir des cigarettes;
un couvercle articulé comprenant un dessus
(30), une paroi avant (20a), une paroi arriére
(26a) et deux parois latérales (22a), (24a), la
paroi arriére du couvercle articulé étant reliée
de maniére articulée a la paroi arriéere de la
partie inférieure, ce par quoi, le couvercle arti-
culé peut étre refermé par dessus des cigaret-
tes dans le réceptacle défini par la partie
inférieure; et

une patte (60) comprenant un panneau avant
de patte (62) et un panneau supérieur de patte
(64) relié, de maniére a pouvoir étre plié, au
panneau avant de patte le long d'une premiére
ligne de pliage de patte (61), la patte étant fixée
de maniere amovible, par le panneau avant de
patte, sur le bord formant butée de la paroi
avant du couvercle articulé le long d'une ligne
de séparation (97) opposée a la premiére ligne
de pliage de patte (61), la patte pouvant étre
pliée par rapport a la ligne de séparation (97),
de telle maniére que le panneau avant de patte
(62) se trouve en contact face a face avec une
face interne de la paroi avant (20a) du couver-
cle articulé et la patte étant pliée par rapport &
la premiére ligne de pliage de patte (61) de
telle maniére que le panneau supérieur de
patte (64) se trouve en contact face a face avec
une face interne de la paroi supérieure (30) du
couvercle articulé lorsque le couvercle articulé
est fermé, la patte (60) pouvant étre étendue a
partir du bord formant butée de la paroi avant
(20a) du couvercle articulé et la patte pouvant
étre détachée le long de la ligne de séparation
(97) lorsque le paquet est ouvert.

2. Paquet de cigarettes selon la revendication 1, dans

lequel les parois avant et latérales respectives du
couvercle articulé viennent en butée sur les parois
avant et latérales respectives de la partie inférieure
le long de bords formant butée respectifs.

Paquet de cigarettes selon la revendication 1 ou 2,
dans lequel la patte (60) comprend, en outre, un
panneau arriére de patte (66) relié de maniére a
pouvoir étre plié au panneau supérieur de patte
(64) le long d'une deuxieme ligne de pliage de patte
(63) opposée a la premiére ligne de pliage de patte
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(61), la patte pouvant étre pliée le long de la
seconde ligne de pliage de patte de telle maniére
que le panneau arriére de patte se trouve en con-
tact face a face avec une face interne de la paroi
arriére (26a) du couvercle articulé lorsque le cou-
vercle articulé est fermé.

Paquet de cigarettes selon la revendication 3, dans
lequel la deuxiéme ligne de pliage de patte (63) est
une ligne de séparation.

Paquet de cigarettes selon I'une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, dans lequel la patte
(60) comporte des indications imprimées.

Paquet de cigarettes selon I'une quelconque des
revendications précédentes comprenant, en outre,
une structure interne (40) comportant une paroi
avant (42) disposée a lintérieur de la paroi avant
(20) de la partie inférieure du paquet, la paroi avant
de la structure interne présentant un bord supérieur
qui est situé au-dessus du bord formant butée de la
paroi avant (20) du paquet.

Paquet de cigarettes selon I'une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, dans lequel la pre-
miére ligne de pliage de patte (61) est une ligne de
séparation.

Paquet de cigarettes selon I'une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, dans lequel au moins
un panneau (62) de la patte (60) est subdivisé en
sections de panneau (62a), (62b), les sections de
panneau étant fixées le long d'une ligne de sépara-
tion (61a).

Paquet de cigarettes selon la revendication 8, dans
lequel le panneau subdivisé est le panneau avant
de patte (62).
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