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(54)  Fluorescent  lamp  energizing  circuit 

(57)  An  improved  energizing  circuit  for  starting  and 
regulating  a  gaseous  discharge  lamp.  The  circuit  is 
100%  solid  state  and  does  not  require  the  use  of  any 
inductive  components  or  any  fil  aments  for  its  proper 
operation.  The  circuit  is  made  up  of  several  subcircuits 
including  a  rectifying/voltage-doubling  circuit,  a  second 
multiplying  circuit,  a  low  power  oscillating  circuit  and  a 
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high  voltage  amplifier  circuit.  A  high  frequency  AC  signal 
is  used  to  ionize  the  gas  and  ignite  the  lamp,  while  a  DC 
signal  is  generated  by  the  circuit  to  keep  the  lamp  illumi- 
nated  once  it  is  ignited.  The  size  and  weight  of  the  inte- 
grated  circuit  ballast  are  such  that  it  could  be 
incorporated  into  the  fluorescent  lamp  package  itself. 
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