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Tamper-evident cap for a keg spear.

@ A cap for a keg spear has internal teeth (13),
which snap-engage over an annular projection
on the spear. A tamper-evident ring (40) is
provided on the cap skirt (12) and connected to
the skirt by radial tags (41) having point attach-
ment to the skirt. The ring obstructs access to
the skirt for levering off the cap, so that any
such attempt loosens the ring by breaking the
tags to provide tamper evidence. The ring (40) is
securely fixed to a tab (30,31) defined by a pair
of lines of weakness extending axially in the
skirt (12) and radially across the top (11) of the
cap. The ring can be used as a handle to split
the cap for removal in one piece.
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All claims lees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has bean

drawn up for all claims.

Only part of the claims fees have teen paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and tor those claims for which claims tees have been paid,
namely claims:

No claims tees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has been

drawn up for the first ten claims.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of

invention and retates to several inventions or grouos ot invenlions,
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All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The presant Eurapean search raport has
been drawn up for ali claims.
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Onty part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search

~
repaort has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the inventions In-

~
respect of which search tees have been pagid, \

namety claims: ’

None of the turther search fees has been pald within the lixed lime Emit. The presant European search report
has been drawn up for those parts of the European pateat apglication which relate to the Invention first

maentioned In the claims,

namely claims:
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present Europsan patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of
invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions,
namaety:

The only common features between claims 1 and 2 are
those features present in the preamble to both claims.

- These features are known from US-A- 4 712 705,

The characterising features of claims 1 and 2 describe
different solutions to different problems.

The features of the characterising portions of

these two claims therefore cannct be considered as common
special technical features.

The different inventions are:

1. Claims 1,3,4 and 5-9 inasfar as they depend on
claim 1 refer to the specific structure of the
frangible tags situated between the cap and the
ring of the tamper evident keg spear cap, in order
to prevent the ring from being wedged back to conceal
tampering

2. Claims 2 and 5-9 when dependent on claim 2 refer
to constructional details of the means for detaching
the ring from the skirt of a tamper evident keg
spear cap, in order to be used as a handle for
splitting the skirt.

The partial search report has been drawn up for
the first named invention.
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