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Description

The present invention relates to competitions of the
well-known "Spot the Ball" type, wherein a competition
entrant is required to place a cross upon a pictorial entry
coupon to indicate, in the judgment of the entrant, the
position of an object, for example the centre of a football
notionally missing from the picture, which often consists
of an action photograph from which the object has been
deleted.

In such competitions, the entrant may usually mark
the cross with ink, which may smudge or may, because
of the width of the marking, give an imprecise indication
of the intended position. Most entrants attempt to opti-
mise their chances of success by placing a large number
of crosses in what they consider to be the relevant area
and, with that in mind, organisers of competitions may
allow entrants to place, say, 500 crosses for an entry fee
of as little as, say, £2.00. To facilitate entry on this scale,
rubber stamps have now become readily available, by
means of which an entrant is able to print many crosses
simultaneously. In practice, however, these rubber
stamps have proved to be far from satisfactory. As the
crosses are very close together, a clear impression is not
obtained unless the rubber stamp is kept spotlessly
clean. Even then, unless the rubber stamp is uniformly
coated with the right amount of ink, and unless it is
applied to the entry coupon on a perfectly flat surface,
for example a sheet of glass, some of the crosses may
notbe printed clearly or at all. Furthermore, entrants who
have unsteady hands or impaired vision also have diffi-
culty in using a rubber stamp effectively.

An object of the present invention is to provide a
method of making multiple entries to a pictorial compe-
tition, and also means and apparatus for conducting
such a competition, whereby some at least of the disad-
vantages of prior such competitions are reduced or
avoided.

The method according to the invention of entering a
pictorial competition of the foregoing type comprises
applying together a multiplicity of crosses or the like dis-
played on a sheet to the entry couponin the desired posi-
tion.

The competition entry means according to the inven-
tion comprises a sheet on which there is displayed a mul-
tiplicity of crosses or the like, the sheet having an
adhesive coating on one side thereof and thereby being
adapted to apply the crosses or the like to a pictorial com-
petition entry coupon in a desired position so as to dis-
play the crosses or the like on the coupon.

The apparatus for conducting the competition com-
prises a pictorial competition entry coupon, a sheet on
which there is displayed a multiplicity of crosses or the
like, the sheet being adapted to apply the crosses or the
like together to the pictorial entry coupon, and rules
specifying that the winner of the competition is the
entrant who applies the crosses or the like from the sheet
to, or most nearly to, a particular position on the entry
coupon determined by said rules.
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As will be apparent, an important feature of the com-
petition entry method to which the present invention
applies is that the crosses or the like to be applied to the
entry coupon are supplied on a sheet which is distinct
from the entry coupon - although it may be connected to
the coupon. To avoid undue repetition, further descrip-
tion herein will refer to "crosses” but it should be under-
stood that such description is applicable also to like
markings, for example stars or dots.

The crosses may be designed to be transferred from
the sheet to the entry coupon, in which case they are
preferably transferred by applying pressure to the sheet.
That is the crosses are displayed on a so-called "trans-
fer”, from which they are transferred en bloc to the entry
coupon, the sheet ultimately being discarded. However
it is much preferred that the crosses be applied by adhe-
sively attaching the sheet to the entry coupon.

Thus, in a particularly preferred form of the present
invention, the competition apparatus according to the
invention comprises a pictorial competition entry cou-
pon, one or more sheets, each sheet being adapted to
be adhesively secured to the entry coupon and having
thereon a muiltiplicity of crosses or the like, and rules
specifying as aforesaid the manner of determining the
competition winner.

Preferably, one side of each sheet is self-adhesive
and is preferably attached to a peelable backing. For
example the sheets may be provided with individual
backing sheets or a plurality of sheets may be individually
detachably mounted on a single backing. Alternatively,
one side of each sheet may be coated with a water-acti-
vated adhesive, by means of which the sheet may be
attached to the entry coupon.

The sheets may be supplied separately from the pic-
torial entry coupon. For example, they may be intended
for application to an entry coupon appearing in a news-
paper or magazine, in which case they may be supplied
free of charge with the newspaper or magazine or sold
separately, for example by a newsagent. In another form
of the apparatus, the sheets may be supplied removably
attached to the competition entry coupon or to an exten-
sion of that coupon, for removal and then application to
the pictorial area of the coupon.

When the sheets are supplied separately from the
entry coupon, a plurality of sheets may be intercon-
nected separably by perforations. As one alternative, a
plurality of sheets may be supplied arranged on a back-
ingroll. As another, less preferred, alternative, the sheets
may be intended to be cut to size or simply torn off by a
competition entrant.

In all the forms of the sheet, the sheets may be trans-
parent, translucent or opaque. Transparency may assist
the entrant in placing the crosses with precision upon the
entry coupon but may be unnecessary from the point of
view of the checkers who have the task of identifying the
winning entry.

The distribution of the crosses upon each sheet may
be according to a predetermined pattern or may be ran-
dom. As between different sheets, the concentration of
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the crosses may differ or the sheets may be of different
sizes, with the crosses at the same concentration.

The pictorial entry coupon may comprise a photo-
graph or drawing and the picture may be in colour or in
black and white. The coupon may advantageously com-
prise two parts, one of which, comprising the competition
entry, may be sent or handed to the competition organ-
isers as the competition entry to be checked, while the
other part may be retained by the entrant as his record
of having entered the competition.

In a preferred form of the entry coupon, a two-part
coupon bears a unique number or other form of coding
on each part of the coupon by which any coupon may be
identified. When a winning entry has been selected, the
number or code of the winning coupon may be adver-
tised, whereupon the winner of a competition using such
a coupon need only present to the organisers the part of
the coupon which he had retained in order to claim the
prize. Such a code may also be used to check the
authenticity of coupons entered in a competition or to
identify the location at which the coupon was obtained,
for example. The coupon may include a security device,
which is present to distinguish authentic coupons from
forged copies, such as a watermark or other mark such
as a hologram or the like or a mark printed in a certain
way so that it is visible only under certain conditions.

The coupon may optionally include a section for the
competition entrant to write his name and/or address.
The coupon may include space for advertising purposes
or an area in which the competition rules or instructions
for entering the competition may be printed.

The rules of the competition define how the particu-
lar winning position on the pictorial entry coupon is
selected. In one form of the invention, the winning posi-
tion corresponds to the position of a part of a photograph,
for example, which was present in its original form but
which has been omitted from the picture shown on the
entry coupon. In another form, the winning position may
be that judged to be the most appropriate position for the
marker by a competition judge or judges. The rules may
also provide additional information for the entrant, such
as the dates between which the competition will be run,
instructions for making a valid entry, etc.

The invention will now be further described with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, which illustrate,
by way of example only, two preferred embodiments of
the competition entry means and apparatus according
to the invention and wherein:-

Fig.1 is a schematic representation of a first embod-
iment of competition entry means; and

Fig.2 is a schematic representation of a second
embodiment of the competition apparatus.

Referring firstly to Fig.1, a number of sheets 10 each
have the form of a relatively small circular disc which sim-
ulates the outline of a football. One side of each sheet
10 is self-adhesive, and the sheets are peelably mounted
on a single flat backing 12. Each sheet 10 is transparent
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so that a competitor can apply it to a conventional picto-
rial competition entry coupon in precisely the randomly
chosen position which he or she considers to be the most
relevant, and carries an indelible display of a multiplicity
of precisely defined crosses arranged in a predeter-
mined pattern. The discs on a single backing can all be
of the same diameter and carry the same number of
crosses, or can all be of the same diameter and carry
different numbers of crosses at different concentrations
or, as indicated not strictly to scale in the accompanying
drawing, can be of different diameters and carry different
numbers of crosses at the same concentration. Discs
carrying different numbers of crosses can be colour-
coded whilst remaining transparent, that is to say, canbe
tinted, or may be opaque and, if desired, colour-coded.
The sheets do not need to be circular discs but can be
square or any other shape. The backing can constitute
aroll, or it can be flat as in the drawing, in which case it
can be separate from or part of the entry coupon. Single
self-adhesive sheets peelably mounted on individual
backings can be supplied if desired.

The apparatus illustrated in Fig.2 is a competition
entry coupon, designated generally by the reference
numeral 20, which is in two parts 22,24, divided by a line
of perforations 26. The coupon part 24 is the competition
entry proper which is submitted by the entrant to the com-
petition organisers. It bears a picture 28, which may be
a photograph taken during a football match but from
which photograph the ball has been discreetly erased.
The other coupon part 22 bears instructions 30 for enter-
ing the competition and has atleast one sheetin the form
of a self-adhesive sticker 32 removably attached to its
surface.

The sticker 32 is opaque and is marked upon its sur-
face with a number of small crosses, of which only a small
number are shown for reasons of clarity. For example,
the or each sticker may carry, say, from 20 to 500
crosses, perhaps 50 to 150 in the illustrated version.

In order to enter the competition represented by
Fig.2, the entrant removes the sticker 32 from the coupon
part 22 and places it in a position on the picture 28
wherein he believes the obliterated ball should be. He
then separates the two parts of the coupon by tearing
along the perforations 26 and submits the separated cou-
pon part 24 to the competition organisers. If, among the
entries submitted, he has succeeded in placing the
sticker 32 such that one of the crosses overlies the centre
of the obliterated ball, he will be a or the competition win-
ner. If there is no such correct entry, then the winner may
be the entrant who is most nearly correct. The entrant
who submitted the winning entry can be identified by the
competition organisers publicising the serial number
(indicated in the drawings by the reference numeral 34)
which appears on both coupon parts and the winning
entrant can prove his identity by producing the coupon
part 22 corresponding to the successful entry.

In a further embodiment of the invention (not illus-
trated), a plurality of sheets, one side of each of which is
coated with a water-activated adhesive, are intercon-
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nected separably by perforations in the manner of a
sheet of postage stamps. Each sheet is a relatively small
square, rectangle, hexagon or other preferably continu-
ously mutually contacting shape, is transparent so that
it can be applied in precisely the chosen position on an
entry coupon, and carries an indelible display of a mul-
tiplicity of precisely defined crosses arranged in a prede-
termined pattern. The interconnected sheets can be of
the same or different areas, and carry the same or dif-
ferent numbers of crosses at the same or different con-
centrations, substantially as in the preferred first
embodiment hereinbefore described. The variants appli-
cable to said preferred embodiment concerning the col-
our, opacity, shape, and arrangement in a roll or as part
of the entry coupon of the sheets are equally well appli-
cable to this postage stamp-like embodiment. The usual
but not obligatory way of moistening the adhesive is by
licking.

Typical concentrations of crosses envisaged
include, for example, 100 crosses in 1 to 6 square cen-
timetres, with sheets carrying, say, from 20 to 500
crosses.

Claims

1. A method of making multiple entries to a pictorial
competition of the type wherein an entrant is
required to indicate the notional position of an object
in a picture on an entry coupon (24), which method
comprises applying together a multiplicity of crosses
or the like displayed on a sheet (10; 32) to the entry
coupon (24).

2. Amethodas claimedin Claim 1, wherein the crosses
or the like are transferred from the sheet to the cou-
pon.

3. Amethodas claimedin Claim 1, whereinthe crosses
or the like are applied by adhesively securing the
sheet (10; 32) to the coupon (24).

4. Competition entry means comprising a sheet (10;
32) on which there is displayed a multiplicity of
crosses or the like, the sheet having an adhesive
coating on one side thereof and thereby being
adapted to apply the crosses or the like to a pictorial
competition entry coupon (24) in a desired position
so as todisplay the crosses or the like on the coupon.

5. Competition entry means as claimed in Claim 4,
wherein a plurality of sheets (10) are provided upon
a common backing (12).

6. Competition entry means as claimed in either of
Claims 4 and 5, wherein a plurality of said sheets
are interconnected separably by perforations.

7. Apparatus for conducting a pictorial competition,
comprising a pictorial entry coupon (24), a sheet
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(32) on which there is displayed a multiplicity of
crosses or the like, the sheet being adapted to apply
the crosses or the like together to the pictorial entry
coupon, and rules (30) specifying that the winner of
the competition is the entrant who applies the
crosses or the like from the sheet to, or most nearly
to, a particular position on the entry coupon deter-
mined by said rules.

8. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 7, wherein said pic-

torial entry coupon and said sheet are separate.

9. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 7, wherein said sheet
is removably attached to said entry coupon or to an
extension thereof.

10. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 9, wherein said pic-
torial entry coupon (20) is in two parts (22, 24), to
one of which (22) said sheet (32) is attached.

11. Apparatus as claimed in any of Claims 7 to 10,
wherein each said sheet (10) is transparent.

12. Apparatus as claimed in any of Claims 7 to 11, com-
prising a plurality of different said sheets (10; 32),
having different numbers of crosses.

13. Apparatus as claimed in any of Claims 7 to 12,
wherein said entry coupon (24) is in the form of a
photograph (28) from which a feature has been
removed.

Patentanspriiche

1. Verfahren, um eine Vielzahl von Eintragen bei einem
Bildwettbewerb eines solchen Typs zu machen, wo
ein Teilnehmer aufgefordert ist, die vermutete Posi-
tion eines Objektes in einem Bild auf einem Eintra-
gungsschein (24) anzuzeigen, welches Verfahren
darin besteht, zusammen eine Vielzahl von Kreuzen
oder dergleichen, die auf einem Blatt (10;32) ausge-
breitet sind, auf den Eintragungsschein (24) aufzu-
bringen.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wonach die Kreuze
oder dergleichen von dem Blatt auf den Schein tiber-
fahrt werden.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wonach die Kreuze
oder dergleichen aufgebracht werden, indem das
Blatt (10;32) auf dem Schein durch Kieben befestigt
wird.

4. Wett-Eintragmittel, ein Blatt (10;32) aufweisend, auf
dem eine Vielzahl von Kreuzen oder dergleichen
ausgebreitet sind, welches Blatt auf seiner einen
Seite einen Klebebelag tragt und dadurch geeignet
ist, die Kreuze oder dergleichen auf einem Bildein-
tragungsschein (24) an einer gewiinschten Stelle
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aufzubringen, um so die Kreuze oder dergleichen
auf dem Schein anzuzeigen.

Wett-Eintragmittel nach Anspruch 4, wonach eine
Vielzahl von Bléattern (10) auf einer gemeinsamen
Unterlage (12) vorgesehen sind.

Wett-Eintragmittel nach Anspruch 4 oder 5, wonach
eine Vielzahl dieser Bléatter abtrennbar durch Perfo-
rierungen miteinander verbunden sind.

Einrichtung zur Durchfihrung eines Bildwettbe-
werbs, mit einem Bildeintragungsschein (24), einem
Blatt (32), auf dem eine Vielzahl von Kreuzen oder
dergleichen ausgebreitet sind, welches Blatt geeig-
net ist, die Kreuze oder dergleichen zusammen auf
den Bildeintragungsschein aufzubringen, und
Regeln (30), die festlegen, daB der Gewinner des
Wettbewerbs derjenige Teilnehmer ist, der die
Kreuze oder dergleichen von dem Blatt auf eine
durch diese Regeln bestimmte besondere Stelle auf
dem Eintragungsschein, oder am nachsten hierzu,
aufbringt.

Einrichtung nach Anspruch 7, wonach dieser Bild-
eintragungsschein und dieses Blatt getrennt vonein-
ander sind.

Einrichtung nach Anspruch 7, wonach das Blatt
wegnehmbar an dem Eintragungsschein oder einer
Verlangerung von diesem angebracht ist.

Einrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wonach der Bildein-
tragungsschein (20) aus zwei Teilen (22,24) besteht,
an einem von denen (22) dieses Blatt (32) ange-
bracht ist.

Einrichtung nach einem der Anspriche 7-10,
wonach jedes dieser Blatter (10) transparent ist.

Einrichtung nach einem der Anspriche 7-11, mit
einer Vielzahl unterschiedlicher Blatter (10;32) mit
unterschiedlichen Mengen von Kreuzen.

Einrichtung nach einem der Anspriche 7-12,
wonach der Eintragungsschein (24) in der Form
einer Fotographie (28) ist, aus der ein Merkmal ent-
fernt worden ist.

Revendications

Procédé pour jouer des coups multiples dans un jeu
illustré du type dans lequel on demande & un joueur
d'indiquer la position imaginaire d'un objet dans une
image sur un coupon de jeu (24), lequel procédé
consiste & appliquer simultanément sur le coupon
de jeu (24) une multiplicité de croix ou analogues
tracées sur une feuille (10; 32).
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2.

10.

11.
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Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel on
transfére les croix ou analogues de la feuille au cou-
pon.

Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel on
applique les croix ou analogues en collant la feuille
(10 ; 32) au coupon (24).

Moyens pour jouer des coups dans un jeu compre-
nant une feuille (10 ; 32) sur laquelle sont tracées
une multiplicité de croix ou analogues, la feuille
ayant une enduction adhésive sur une face et étant
ainsi adaptée pour appliquer les croix ou analogues
sur un coupon de coups de jeu illustré (24), dans
une position désirée de maniére a faire apparaitre
les croix ou analogues sur le coupon.

Moyens pour jouer des coups dans un jeu selon la
revendication 4, dans lequel plusieurs feuilles (10)
sont portées par un dos commun (12).

Moyens pour jouer des coups dans un jeu selon
l'une ou l'autre des revendications 4 et 5, dans les-
quels plusieurs desdites feuilles sont reliées de
fagon séparable par des perforations.

Dispositif pour conduire un jeu illustré, comprenant
un coupon de coups de jeu illustré (24), une feuille
(32) sur laquelle sont tracées une multiplicité de
croix ou analogues, la feuille étant adaptée pour
appliquer les croix ou analogues simultanément sur
le coupon de coups de jeu illustré, et des régles (30)
qui spécifient que le gagnant du jeu est le joueur qui
applique les croix ou analogues de la feuille sur un
point particulier du coupon de coups qui est déter-
miné par les régles, ou aussi prés que possible de
ce point.

Dispositif selon la revendication 7, dans lequel le
coupon de coups de jeu illustré et ladite feuille sont
séparés.

Dispositif selon la revendication 7, dans lequel ladite
feuille est attachée de fagon séparable audit coupon
de coups ou a une rallonge de ce coupon.

Dispositif selon la revendication 9, dans lequel ledit
coupon de coups de jeu illustré (20) est en deux par-
ties (22, 24) al'une (22) desquelles ladite feuille (32)
est attachée.

Dispositif selon une quelconque des revendications
7 a 10, dans lequel chacune desdites feuilles (10)
est transparente.

Dispositif selon I'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 7 & 11, comprenant plusieurs feuilles différen-
tes (10 ; 32) qui ont des nombres de croix différents.
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13. Dispositif selon une quelconque des revendications
7 &4 12, dans lequel ledit coupon de coups de jeu (24)
se présente sous la forme d'une photographie (28)
d'ou on a enlevé un sujet.
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