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(54)  Motion  prediction  processor  and  motion  prediction  apparatus  

(57)  In  the  motion  prediction  processor  outputting 
the  encoding  type  designating  the  inter-frame  or  intra- 
frame  prediction  coding  and  the  motion  vector  in  case  of 
performing  the  inter-frame  prediction  coding,  the  coordi- 
nate  values  of  the  currently  processed  block  are  output- 
ted  and  an  offset  is  supplied  to  the  address  for  reading 
out  the  reference  region  from  the  reference  frame  mem- 
ory.  The  evaluation  data  for  estimating  the  coding  quan- 
tity  in  case  of  performing  the  inter-frame  prediction 
coding  is  also  outputted.  An  n  number  of  the  motion  pre- 

diction  processors  are  arranged  and  respectively  asso- 
ciated  with  reference  frame  memories.  The  reference 
regions  different  from  the  same  block  are  supplied  to  the 
n  motion  prediction  processors  and  the  motion  prediction 
processor  with  the  least  evaluation  data  is  selected  from 
among  the  motion  prediction  processors  whose  refer- 
ence  regions  are  comprised  within  the  picture.The 
motion  vector  outputted  by  the  thus  selected  processor 
is  corrected  and  outputted. 
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