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Flooring system.

The invention provides a method of laying a floor which includes the steps of locating beams (10)
spanning the space for the floor and then laying pre-formed tiles (12) thereon, the tiles (12) and/or the
beams (10) having edge rebates (14) for engagement of the tiles (12) and beams (10).
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This invention relates to a flooring system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

One of the conventional systems for laying floors
in multi-floor buildings includes the steps of providing
beams which span the floor space and then laying
blocks thereon, followed by forming a concrete screed
thereover.

Although this system is successful it does result
in a non-aesthetic appearance and is expensive.

It is an object of the present invention to provide
a system which is not only less expensive, but which
also results in a floor of pleasing appearance Other
objects and advantages of the invention will be appa-
rent to the person skilled in the art on reading this
specification.

THE INVENTION

According to the invention a method of laying a
floor includes the steps of locating beams spanning
the space for the floor and then laying pre-formed
tiles thereon, the tiles and/or the beams having edge
rebates for engagement of the tiles and beams.

In a preferred form of the invention the tiles have
edge rebates, the rebates allowing for a gap to be left
between adjacent tiles so that a mortar joint may be
formed between the adjacent tiles to simulate a tiled
floor.

It will, however, be appreciated that the beams
may have edge rebates, and in this arrangement the
tiles should be higher than the rebates and the re-
bates should be a distance apart so that the gap left
between adjacent tiles is small enough to receive a
mortar joint of conventional width. It will alsc be ap-
preciated that both the beams and tiles may have
edge rebates.

The tiles may have an adequate depth to accom-
modate reinforcing mesh, rods or the like and some
of the tiles may be formed with an electrical outlet
cast thereinto, to provide for lighting in the room below
the floor. Electric cables for the outlet are also cast
into the tile and will run in the gaps between adjacent
tiles to the source of electric current. The cables will
be hidden when the gaps are filled with mortar.

It will be appreciated that the present invention
results in a floor of excellent appearance and does
not involve the use of on-site mixed concrete, thereby
saving on costs and labour.

EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

An embodiment of the invention is described be-
low with reference to the accompanying drawings in
which :

Figure 1 is a plan view of a portion of a floor ac-

cording to the invention;
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Figure 2 is a section along the line 1-1 of Figure

1; and

Figure 3 is a section along the line 2-2 of Figure 1.

In the drawings, beams 10 are located to span the
space required for the floor and tiles 12 are then laid
in position on the beams. The tiles have rebates 14
to engage with the beams and these rebates are ar-
ranged so that there is a gap 16 between adjacent
tiles for receiving mortar for grouting purposes.

As shown in one tile 20 in Figure 2, reinforcing
mesh 22 may be provided.

Also in Figure 2 (as well as in Figure 1) one tile
30 is shown which includes an electrical outlet box 32
cast thereinto. This is then available for lighting or
other electrical use in the room below the floor. The
box 32 has electrical leads which can be concealed
in the mortar between adjacent tiles.

Other services may also be cast into the tiles, if
desired but it is preferred to provide a sufficient gap
16 to accommodate electrical cables, water pipes and
the like.

In Figure 3 it can be seen that the tiles abut each
other at the base thereof, ensuring that the gap 16 is
maintained equally on all sides of the tile. Conse-
quently the visual impression is one of a tiled floor.

Claims

1. A method of laying a floor including the steps of
locating beams spanning the space for the floor
and then laying pre-formed tiles thereon, the tiles
and/or the beams having edge rebates for en-
gagement of the tiles and beams.

2. A method of laying a floor according to claim 1 in
which the tiles have edge rebates, the rebates al-
lowing for a gap to be left between adjacent tiles
so that a mortar joint may be formed between the
adjacent tiles to simulate a tiled floor.

3. A method of laying a floor according to either of
the above claims in which the tiles have a depth
adequate to accommodate reinforcing mesh rods
or the like.

4. Amethod of laying a floor according to any of the
above claims in which the tiles are formed with an
electrical outlet cast thereinto.

5. Amethod of laying a floor according to claim 4 in
which electric cables for the outlet are cast into
the tile and run in the gaps between adjacenttiles
to the source of electric current.

6. Amethod of laying a floor substantially as descri-
bed with reference to the accompanying drawings.
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