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Tall book display rack.

@ The book rack (1) has two side walls (3) and a
rack (5) extending between the side walls (3).
The side walls (3) each include a core (7) made
of a lightweight structural material, such as
corrugated or honeycombed paperboard, a
coating which covers inner and outer surfaces
of the core, and an edge bead covering an edge
of the core. The rack (5) comprises a single
sheet of substantially transparent material for-
med generally as a wave defining a plurality of
valleys (31). Each valley (31) has a forward wall
(35) and a rear wall (33). The sheet is formed
such that a valley (31) is positioned above and
behind a preceding valley (31) so that the books
(13) which are placed in the valleys (31) will be
easily visible.
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Background of the Invention

This invention relates to book racks, and, in par-
ticular, book or display racks made of lightweight ma-
terials.

Book racks are found in many places, including
nurseries. Books found in nurseries typically are tall
and have colorful colors. Unlike novels, books meant
for toddlers are thin. Thus, book racks for nurseries
must be designed to display the front, rather than the
side, of the book, so that the toddlers can recognize
the bocks. Further, the book rack should make as
much as possible of the hook cover visible.

Summary of the Invention

One object of the present invention is to provide
a book rack for use in nurseries.

Another object is to provide such a book rack
which will display the cover of the books contained
therein.

Another object is to provide such a book rack
which will display as much as possible of the book
cover.

Another object is to provide such a book rack
which may readily be used by toddlers.

These and other objects will be come apparent to
those skilled in the art in light of the following disclo-
sure and accompanying drawings.

In accordance with the invention, generally stat-
ed, a book rack for use in nurseries is provided. The
book rack has two side walls and a rack extending be-
tween the side walls. The side walls each include a
core made of a lightweight structural material, coat-
ings covering inner and outer surfaces of the core,
and an edge bead covering an edge of the core. The
material which makes up the core is preferably styro-
foam, foamed urethane, corrugated paperboard, or
honeycombed paperboard. Other light weight materi-
als could also be used. The coating is preferably a for-
mica coating, but again, other materials, such as plas-
tics, which are easily washable can also be used.

The rack means is made of a single sheet of ma-
terial formed generally as a wave defining a plurality
of valleys in which books can be placed. The book
rack is intended for use in a nursery, and thus the val-
leys can be narrow, so that the face of the books, rath-
er than the spines, will be visible. Each valley has a
forward wall and a rear wall. The sheet is formed such
that the a valley is positioned above and behind a pre-
ceding valley. The sheet which makes up the rack is
preferably clear or substantially transparent. It may
be made of a polymer, such as a plastic or acrylic. The
side walls have grooves formed therein in which the
rack is received. Preferably, the rack is glued into, or
otherwise secured in, the grooves. The rack will then
be the only piece holding the two side walls together.

The side wall coverings preferably extend beyond
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the core to define a channel. The edge bead includes
a foot portion and an exposed bead portion. The foot
portion is received in the channel, for example, by a
force fit. The edge bead may be made of extruded
plastic or rubber. It is preferably hollow and has an in-
ner wall separating the foot portion from the bead por-
tion.

Brief Description of the Drawings

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a book rack of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the book rack;

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the book rack;
FIG. 4 is a front elevational view of the book rack;
FIG. 5 is a bottom plan view of the book rack;
FIG. 6 is a rear elevational view of the book rack;
FIG. 7 is a side elevational view of a side wall of
the book rack, partly broken away to show the
construction of the side wall;

FIG. 8 is an elevational view of the side of the
book rack with a rack secured thereto;

FIG. 9 is an enlarged sectional view of the side
wall taken along line 9--9 of FIG. 7; and

FIG. 10 is an enlarged sectional view of the wall
construction taken along line 10--10 of FIG. 9.

Description of the Preferred Embodiment

Referring now to the Figure 1, reference numeral
1 indicates one illustrative embodiment of a book rack
of the present invention. Book rack 1 includes two
side walls 3 and a rack 5 extending between the side
wallls. The side walls have a bottom edge 3a, a front
edge 3b, a back edge 3c taller than the front edge,
and a sloped top edge 3d. Preferably all the corners
of the side walls 3 are rounded off, so that no sharp
corners exist. The shape and sizing of the walls give
the book rack stability and provide for easy access to
books contained therein by toddlers.

As seen in FIGS. 7-10, the side walls 3 include a
core 7 made of a light weight structural material. Core
7 is preferably made of a corrugated or honey-com-
bed paperboard which may be resin treated to add
further stiffness to the core. The core may also be
made of materials such as styrofoam, foamed ur-
ethane, or other such materials. Core 7 has inner and
outer surfaces 9 and 11, respectively, and an edge
surface 13. The inner and outer surfaces 9 and 11 are
covered with a coating or liner 15, which is glued or
otherwise secured to the surfaces of the core. Coat-
ing 15 is preferably a formica coating or some other
washable coating which may be easily cleaned. For
example, a plastic could be used for the coating.

As seen in FIG. 10, the coating extends beyond
the edge 13 of core 7 to define a channel 17. An edge
bead 19 is received in the channel to cover the core
edge 13. In this manner, the core 7 is completely en-
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cased by the coatings 17 and the edge bead 19. Edge
bead 19 includes a foot portion 21 which is received
in channel 17 and a head or bead portion 23 which is
exposed. The head portion preferably is semi-circular
in cross-section, as seen in FIG. 10. The edge bead
19 is preferably hollow and has a wall 25 separating
the foot portion from the bead portion. Bead 19 is pre-
ferably formed as an extruded plastic polymer, such
as vinyl, or a hard or semi-hard rubber.

Rack 5 is formed from a single sheet of material,
preferably a plastic or acrylic that is substantially
clear. The sheet is formed as a wave, as seen in FIG.
8, which defines a plurality of valleys 31, in which
books B can be placed. Each valley 31 has a back walll
33 against which books B can rest, and a front wall 35
which is of a sufficient height to prevent the books
from falling forwardly out of the book rack 1. The
fronts 33 and backs 31 of each valley are joined by
the bottom 37 of the valley. The front 35 of one valley
and the back 33 of its preceding valley are joined by
the top or crest 39 of each wave. The rack 5 is formed
so that each valley 31 is slightly higher and behind its
preceding valley so that the books contained in each
valley will be readily visible and easily reachable. As
noted above, the rack 5 is preferable made of a clear
or substantially transparent plastic. This enables the
children to better see the front covers of the books B
to recognize the books contained in book rack 1.

The side walls 3 each have a groove 41 formed
on their inner surfaces. Groove 41 is shaped comple-
mentary to rack 5 and receives rack 5. To secure rack
5 towalls 3, a glue is placed in groove 41 and the rack
is then inserted into the groove. In this manner, the
rack is glued to the walls, to hold the book shelf to-
gether.

As can be appreciated, the construction of the
book rack of the present invention provides a light
weight, yet sturdy, book rack which can hold chil-
dren’s’books in such a manner that the books are
readily visible and accessible to children. The design
of the walls 3 makes the book rack stable, so that it
may not be easily overturned by children.

Variations may be apparent to those skilled in the
art which are within the scope of the appended
claims. The foregoing description is thus intended to
be descriptive and not limiting.

Claims

1. Abook rack having

two side walls, said side walls each includ-
ing core a lightweight structural material, inner
and outer coatings covering an inner surface and
an outer surface of said core, respectively, and
an edge bead covering an edge of said core, said
lightweight structural material being chosen from
the group consisting of styrofoam, foamed ur-
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10.

ethane, corrugated paperboard, and honeycom-
bed paperboard; and

arack means extending between said two
side walls, said rack means comprising a single
sheet of material formed generally as a wave de-
fining a plurality of valleys, each said valley hav-
ing a forward wall and a rear wall, said sheet be-
ing formed such that the a valley is positioned
above and behind a preceding valley.

The book rack of claim 1 wherein said rack means
sheet is made cf plastic or acrylic.

The book rack of claim 2 wherein said rack means
sheet is substantially transparent.

The book rack of claim 1 wherein said coatings
comprise formica.

The book rack of claim 1 wherein said inner sur-
faces of said side walls define grooves shaped
complementary to said rack means, said rack
means being received in said grooves.

The book rack of claim 1 wherein said side wall
coverings extend beyond said lightweight struc-
tural material to define a channel, said edge bead
including a foot portion and an exposed bead por-
tion, said foot portion being received in said chan-
nel.

The book rack of claim 6 wherein said edge bead
comprises an extruded plastic or rubber.

The book rack of claim 7 wherein said edge bead
is hollow.

The book rack of claim 8 wherein said edge bead
has an inner wall separating said foot portion
from said bead portion.

A book rack having
two side walls, said side walls each com-
prising
a core having an inner surface, an
outer surface, and an edge, said core being made
of a lightweight structural material;
inner and outer liners covering said
core inner and outer surfaces, said liners being
made from a hard washable material; and
an edge bead covering said edge of
said core; and
arack means extending between said two
side walls, said rack means comprising a single
sheet of a substantially transparent material; said
sheet defining a plurality of valleys in which
books can be placed, each said valley having a
forward wall and a rear wall, said sheet being
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formed such that the a valley is positioned above
and behind a preceding valley;

said inner surfaces of said side walls de-
fining a groove shaped complementary to said
rack means, said rack means being received in
said groove.

The book rack of claim 10 wherein said light-
weight structural material is chosen from the
group consisting of styrofoam, foamed urethane,
corrugated paperboard, and honeycombed pa-
perboard.

The book rack of claim 10 wherein said rack
means sheet is made of plastic or acrylic.

The book rack of claim 10 wherein said liners are
chosen from a group consisting of formica or
plastic.

The book rack of claim 10 wherein said side wall
liners extend beyond said lightweight structural
material to define a channel, said edge bead in-
cluding a foot portion and an exposed bead por-
tion, said foot portion being received in said chan-
nel.

The book rack of claim 14 wherein said edge
bead comprises an extruded plastic or rubber.

The book rack of claim 15 wherein said edge
bead is hollow.

The book rack of claim 16 wherein said edge
bead has an inner wall separating said foot por-
tion from said bead portion.
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