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@ An accessory for use in a demountable panelling system.

@ The invention relates to a junction pole, for use
in a demountable panelling system, that can serve
as a junction between panelling walls defining a four
way junction, a T-junction, or a corner. The junction
pole includes a lower pole section (10), an upper
pole section (12) and one or more pole covers (14),
the pole sections (10,12) being securable to the
upright side members (26) of framework sections,
forming part of panelling walls, at their point of
juncture and the pole covers (14) being adapted to
cover the exposed sides of the pole sections (10,12)
in their operative configuration.
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THIS INVENTION relates to a demountable
paneling system and, particularly, to a junction pole
for use in this demountable paneling system.

The invention relates specifically to a junction
pole for use in a demountable paneling system,
which system includes individual framework sec-
tions that can be erected and secured together in a
side-by-side relationship to form a complete frame-
work support structure for paneling. Each frame-
work section can then have panels releasably at-
tached thereto on opposite sides thereof, to form a
panelling wall.

Particularly, where paneling walls so formed
define a four-way junction, a T-junction or a corner,
a junction pole conventionally forms the junction
between the panelling walls that form the junction
or corner, framework sections being secured to and
extending from the sides of the junction pole, with
one side of the junction pole remaining exposed in
the case of a T-junction and two sides of the
junction pole remaining exposed in the case of a
corner. Known junction poles used for the above
purpose are dedicated for particular applications
and where the position of panelling requires to be
altered, these junction poles often cannot be re-
used and completely new junction poles will thus
be required. The reason for this is that particular
junction poles may have to fulfil different functions
when the position of panelling requires to be al-
tered and, as such, these junction poles may have
holes, or the like, formed in side faces thereof that
will remain exposed when fulfilling their new func-
tion. Furthermore, the exact height requirements of
the junction poles may vary.

It is an object of this invention to alleviate the
problems associated with the known junction poles,
as explained above.

Any reference hereinafter to a demountable
paneling system must be interpreted as a refer-
ence to a system of the above defined general
type.

According to the invention there is provided a
junction pole for use in a demountable panelling
system for serving as a junction between per-
pendicularly disposed paneling wall sections at the
point of juncture of the wall sections and in which
the wall sections comprise framework sections hav-
ing operatively upright side members, which frame-
work sections can be erected and secured together
in a side-by-side relationship with similar frame-
work sections and have panels releasably attached
thereto on opposite sides thereof to form panelling
walls, the junction pole comprising

a pole structure including an upper pole sec-
tion defining four sides that are perpendicularly
disposed with respect to one another and a lower
pole section defining four sides that are perpen-
dicularly disposed with respect to one another, the
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sides of the pole sections being releasably secura-
ble to the operative upright side members of
framework sections of the demountable panelling
system at a point of juncture of the framework
sections for joining the framework sections togeth-
er, in a configuration in which the upper pole sec-
tion is located along the upper end of the frame-
work sections and the lower pole section is located
along the lower end of the frameworks sections;
and

a pole cover for each of the exposed sides of
the pole sections in their operative configuration
connecting framework sections together, each pole
cover being releasably attachable fo the pole struc-
ture.

The pole sections forming the pole structure
preferably comprise hollow sections and, as such,
each pole section may have four perpendicularly
disposed walls forming the four sides thereof, the
walls being adapted to cooperate with particular
upright side members of framework sections of a
demountable paneling system to facilitate them be-
ing releasably secured together.

The two pole sections forming a pole structure
may inter-engage one another in their operative
configuration, while permitting effective length ad-
justment of the pole structure, but because the
pole sections are separately securable to the up-
right side members of framework sections, this
inter-engagement of the pole sections is not re-
quired. As such, the pole sections may be separate
sections defining either the same or different cross-
sectional profiles.

Furthermore, either one of the pole sections
and each pole cover may define complementary
attachment formations that can cooperate for re-
leasably attaching each pole cover to the pole
structure. Alternatively, both pole sections and
each pole cover may define complementary attach-
ment formations that can cooperate for releasably
attaching each pole cover to the pole structure.
The complementary attachment formations may
permit each pole cover to releasably clip onto the
pole structure.

The length of each pole cover typically is equal
tfo the effective height of the panels that are releas-
ably attachable to framework sections for forming
paneling walls.

The junction pole of the invention may be
adapted particularly for use with framework sec-
tions which each include a main part, having two
parallel spaced operatively lower upright side
members held apart by a bottom framework mem-
ber, and a top part, having two parallel, spaced
side elements that are slidably located with respect
to the side members of the main part for rendering
the framework section height adjustable, the side
elements being held together by a top framework
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member, and for such a junction pole the upper
pole section of the pole structure may be releas-
ably securable to the side elements of the top part
of framework sections at their point of juncture and
the lower pole section of the pole structure may be
releasably securable to the side members of the
main part of framework sections at their point of
juncture.

Further according to the invention, the upper
pole section may be formed to cooperate with
auxiliary members of a complete demountable pan-
elling system, which provide for the top end of
framework sections to be located in position along
their required lines. Particularly, the sides of the
upper pole sections may define planar, continuous
side faces and the upper pole section may be
adapted to serve particularly at a junction between
one of two framework sections, three framework
sections and four framework sections. The lower
pole section may be a universal section that can be
used for all purposes, i.e. at a junction between
one of two framework sections, three framework
sections and four framework sections.

The pole sections forming the pole structure of
the junction pole of the invention may be releas-
ably securable to framework sections by screws
engaging aligned holes formed in the pole sections
and in the upright side members of frameworks
sections and it is envisaged that suitable holes may
be provided for the purpose within the pole sec-
tions.

Further according to the invention there is pro-
vided a demountable panelling system, which com-
prises

framework sections, which each include two
parallel spaced operatively upright side members
held in their spaced relationship by a top frame-
work member and a bottom framework member
and which can be erected and secured together in
a side-by-side relationship along a line along which
paneling is required;

panels that can be releasably attached to the
framework sections on opposite sides thereof to
form panelling walls; and

junction poles which can serve as junctions
between perpendicularly disposed wall sections for
connecting together the framework sections for-
ming these wall sections at their point of juncture,
each junction pole structure including an upper
pole section defining four sides that are perpen-
dicularly disposed with respect to one another and
a lower pole section defining four sides that are
perpendicularly disposed with respect to one an-
other, with the sides of the pole sections being
releasably securable to the operative upright side
members of framework sections at their point of
juncture for joining the framework sections together
in a configuration in which the upper pole section is
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located along the operative upper end of the frame-
work sections and the lower pole section is located
along the operative lower end of the framework
sections, and pole covers for covering each of the
exposed sides of the pole sections in their oper-
ative configuration connecting framework sections
together, each pole cover being releasably attach-
able to a side of the pole sections forming a pole
structure.

Once again, the pole sections of the junction
poles of the demountable paneling system may
comprise hollow sections and, particularly, each
pole section of the junction pole may have four
perpendicularly disposed walls forming the four
sides thereof, the walls being adapted to cooperate
with particular upright side members of framework
sections of the demountable paneling system fo
facilitate them being releasably secured together.
Also, either one of the pole sections and each pole
cover of the junction poles may define complemen-
tary attachment formations that can cooperate for
releasably attaching the pole covers to the pole
sections forming the pole structures. Alternatively,
both pole sections and each pole cover of the
junction poles may define complementary attach-
ment formations that can cooperate for releasably
attaching the pole covers to the pole sections for-
ming pole structures. These complementary attach-
ment formations may permit each pole cover to
releasably clip onto pole structures.

Furthermore, the length of each pole cover of
the junction poles of a demountable panelling sys-
tem, in accordance with the invention, may be
equal to the effective height of the panels that are
releasably attachable to framework sections for for-
ming paneling walls.

For a demountable panelling system in which
the upright side members of each framework sec-
tion comprise operatively lower side member sec-
tions, held apart by the bottom framework member
to form a main framework part, and side elements,
that are slidably located with respect to the side
member sections of the main framework part for
rendering the framework section height adjustable,
the side elements being held together by the top
framework member, the upper pole sections of the
pole structures of junction poles may be releasably
securable fo the side elements of the upright side
members of framework sections at their point of
juncture and the lower pole sections of the pole
structures of junction poles may be releasably
securable to the lower side member sections of the
main part of framework sections at their point of
juncture.

Furthermore, for the demountable paneling
system of the invention, the upper pole sections of
the junction poles may be formed to cooperate with
auxiliary members of the complete demountable
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paneling system which provide for the top end of
framework sections to be located along their re-
quired lines. As such the sides of the upper pole
sections of junction poles may define planar con-
tinuous side faces and, furthermore, the upper pole
sections of the junction poles may be adapted to
serve particularly at a junction between one of two
framework sections, three framework sections and
four framework sections.

The pole sections forming the pole structures
of junction poles of a demountable panelling sys-
tem, in accordance with the invention, may be
releasably securable to framework sections by
screws engaging aligned holes in the pole sections
and in the upright side members of the framework
sections, although they also can be secured to-
gether in any other suitable manner, e.g. by bolis
and nuts, or the like.

The invention extends also to the individual
components and parts for forming a junction pole,
in accordance with the invention and, as such, the
invention extends separately to a first pole section,
a second pole section and a pole cover that can
combine to form a junction pole for use with a
demountable panelling system, in accordance with
the invention.

For use, by having the two pole sections for-
ming a junction pole separately securable to the
upright side members of a framework section, the
effective length of the junction pole is rendered
adjustable and, as such, the same two pole sec-
tions can be utilized for forming a junction pole that
can serve the general purpose of the junction pole
of the invention. The or each pole cover utilized in
conjunction with a junction pole for a particular
application will effectively cover exposed sides of
the pole and by being rendered releasably attach-
able, it will be understood that the complete junc-
tion pole could be conveniently re-used for dif-
ferent applications, particularly when a restructuring
of paneling formed of a demountable paneling sys-
tem is required.

Further features of the accessory of the inven-
tion, including the mode of use thereof, are de-
scribed in more detail hereinafter, with reference to
the accompanying diagrammatic drawings, in
which;

Figure 1 illustrates schematically in elevational
front view the configuration of the three compo-
nents forming a junction pole for use in a de-
mountable paneling system, in accordance with
the invention; and

Figure 2 illustrates in three dimensions the oper-

ative configuration of the junction pole of Figure

1, within a demountable panelling system.

Referring to the drawings, a junction pole for
use in a demountable panelling system, in accor-
dance with the invention, comprises generally a
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pole structure that is made up of a lower pole
section to and an upper pole section 12 and one or
more pole covers 14.

The junction pole is adapted particularly for
use with a demountable framework system which
incorporates the use of height adjustable frame-
work sections that can combine to form a complete
framework structure onto which panels can be re-
leasably attached for the formation of panelling
walls. Typical framework sections for use in such a
system are shown in dotted lines in Figure 1 and in
solid lines in Figure 2, each framework section
including a main framework part generally indicated
by the reference numeral 16, the said main frame-
work part including parallel spaced apart uprights
18 (only one shown for each framework section)
that are held in a spaced configuration by cross
members 20 (only one upper cross member being
shown for each framework section while a bottom
cross member is not shown). Each framework sec-
tion includes further an adjustable top section 22,
the top section 22 including a top cross member
24 and two short upright members 26, the upright
members 18 and 26 being adapted to cooperate
with one another in order to adjust the position of
the members 26 with respect to the members 18
and thereby rendering the effective height of a
complete framework section adjustable. As the
mode of adjustment between the upright members
26 and 18 do not form a part of the present
invention, this is not described in any further detail
herein.

In practice, where framework sections have to
be erected in a configuration in which either a
corner between two panelling walls must be de-
fined, or a three or four way junction must be
defined, the lower pole section 10 and upper pole
section 12 are used in combination between the
frameworks sections to form an effective pole
structure between the sections, that serves as a
junction between them, thus facilitating the forma-
tion of a required corner or junction.

Particularly, the lower pole section 10 of a pole
is secured to an upright member 18 by means of
screws that can be screwed into holes 27 provided
in the walls of the lower pole section 10, this
section effectively defining a square cross-sectional
outer perimeter profile as illustrated clearly in Fig-
ure 2 of the drawings. As is also apparent from
Figure 2 of the drawings, the lower pole section 10
is a hollow section defining four separate passages
28 therethrough, the passages 28 being particularly
suitable to carry electric wiring, and the like. Fur-
thermore, the four faces of the lower pole section
10 define formations 30 into which complementary
formations on the rear of pole covers 14 can clip
for the effective location of the pole covers 14 on
the lower pole section 10.
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It is anticipated that three different upper pole
sections 12 can be provided for different applica-
tions, one pole section being particularly adapted
where a corner is required, another pole section
being particularly adapted for use where a three
way or T-junction is required and the third upper
pole section being adapted for use where a four-
way junction between four panelling walls is re-
quired.

The upper pole section 12 is generally a plain
section which has holes formed in required side
walls to permit securing to a member 26 of the
adjustable top section 24 of a framework section,
thus ensuring that the pole section 12 is displace-
able together with the said top section 24 and
thereby rendering a pole comprising a lower pole
section 10 and an upper pole section 12 length
adjustable. The upper pole section 12 also is par-
ticularly adapted to cooperate with any other struc-
tural members used in conjunction with a particular
paneling system which, particularly, may include
members 32 that serve the purpose of locating the
upper end of framework sections along lines along
which paneling walls are required.

In the particular configuration of the junction
pole as shown, the pole covers will not be directly
attached to the upper pole sections of poles uti-
lized, but will merely cover these pole sections
along the length of the pole sections that will be
ordinarily exposed in the operative configuration of
a complete panelling structure.

It will be appreciated that when the position of
panelling walls must be changed, lower pole sec-
tions 10, upper pole sections 12 and pole covers
14 can be rendered easily separable from their
associated framework sections and can thus easily
be re-used for forming different junctions. Conven-
tionally, dedicated poles are utilized for the pur-
pose and because holes are formed in the side
walls of such poles to permit their securing onto
framework sections, these poles cannot be re-used
as any holes formed therein may become exposed
in possible new applications of these poles. Con-
ventional poles also are not length adjustable and,
therefore, cannot accommodate height variations
which often have to be accommodated when erect-
ing panelling structures.

The junction pole as described clearly is par-
ticularly suitable for use in a demountable paneling
system having framework sections as described,
but it must be understood that the junction pole
also can be use in other demountable wall paneling
systems that include the use of different framework
sections, e.g. framework sections that are not
height adjustable.
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Claims

1. A junction pole for use in a demountable pan-
elling system for serving as a junction between
perpendicularly disposed panelling wall sec-
tions at the point of juncture of the wall sec-
tions and in which the wall sections comprise
framework sections having operatively upright
side members, which framework sections can
be erected and secured together in a side-by-
side relationship with similar framework sec-
tions and have panels releasably attached
thereto on opposite sides thereof to form pan-
eling walls, characterized in that the junction
pole comprises
a pole structure including an upper pole sec-
tion defining four sides that are perpendicularly
disposed with respect to one another and a
lower pole section defining four sides that are
perpendicularly disposed with respect to one
another, the sides of the pole sections being
releasably securable to the operative upright
side members of framework sections of the
demountable panelling system at a point of
juncture of the framework sections for joining
the framework sections together, in a configu-
ration in which the upper pole section is lo-
cated along the upper end of the framework
sections and the lower pole section is located
along the lower end of the framework sections;
and
a pole cover for each of the exposed sides of
the pole sections in their operative configura-
tion connecting framework sections together,
each pole cover being releasably attachable to
the pole structure.

2. A junction pole as claimed in Claim 1, char-
acterized in that the pole sections comprise
hollow sections.

3. A junction pole as claimed in Claim 2, char-
acterized in that each pole section has four
perpendicularly disposed walls forming the
four sides thereof, the walls being adapted to
cooperate with particular upright side members
of framework sections of a demountable panel-
ling system to facilitate them being releasably
secured together.

4. A junction pole as claimed in any one of
Claims 1 to 3, characterized in that either one
of the pole sections and each pole cover de-
fine complementary attachment formations that
can cooperate for releasably attaching each
pole cover to the pole structure.
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A junction pole as claimed in any one of
Claims 1 to 3, characterized in that both pole
sections and each pole cover define comple-
mentary attachment formations that can coop-
erate for releasably attaching each pole cover
to the pole structure.

A junction pole as claimed in Claim 4 or Claim
5, characterized in that the complementary at-
tachment formations permit each pole cover to
releasably clip onto the pole structure.

A junction pole as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the
length of each pole cover is equal to the effec-
tive height of the panels that are releasably
attachable to framework sections for forming
panelling walls.

A junction pole as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that it is
adapted for use with framework sections which
each include a main part, having two parallel
spaced operatively lower upright side mem-
bers held apart by a bottom framework mem-
ber, and a top part, having two parallel, spaced
side elements that are slidably located with
respect to the side members of the main part
for rendering the framework section height ad-
justable, the side elements being held together
by a top framework member, the upper pole
section of the pole structure being releasably
securable to the side elements of the top part
of framework sections at their point of juncture
and the lower pole section of the pole structure
being releasably securable to the side mem-
bers of the main part of framework sections at
their point of juncture.

A junction pole as claimed in Claim 8, char-
acterized in that the upper pole section is
formed to cooperate with auxiliary members of
a complete demountable paneling system
which provides for the top end of framework
sections to be located in position along their
required lines.

A junction pole as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the
sides of the upper pole section define planar,
continuous side faces.

A junction pole as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the up-
per pole section is adapted to serve particu-
larly at a junction between one of two frame-
work sections, three framework sections and
four framework sections.
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12,

13.

14.

15.

10

A junction pole as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the
pole sections forming the pole structure are
releasably securable to framework sections by
screws engaging aligned holes formed in the
pole section and in the framework sections.

A demountable panelling system, which com-
prises

framework sections, which each include two
parallel, spaced, operatively upright side mem-
bers held in their spaced relationship by a top
framework member and a bottom framework
member and which can be erected and se-
cured together in a side-by-side relationship
along a line along which paneling is required;
panels that can be releasably attached to the
framework sections on opposite sides thereof
to form paneling walls; and

junction poles which can serve as junctions
between perpendicularly disposed wall sec-
tions for connecting together the framework
sections forming these wall sections at their
point of juncture, characterized in that each
junction pole comprises a pole structure in-
cluding an upper pole section defining four
sides that are perpendicularly disposed with
respect to one another and a lower pole sec-
tion defining four sides that are perpendicularly
disposed with respect to one another, with the
sides of the pole sections being releasably
securable to the operative upright side mem-
bers of framework sections at their point of
juncture for joining the framework sections to-
gether in a configuration in which the upper
pole section is located along the operative
upper end of the framework sections and the
lower pole section is located along the oper-
ative lower end of the framework sections, and
pole covers for covering each of the exposed
sides of the pole sections in their operative
configuration connecting framework sections
together, each pole cover being releasably at-
tachable to a side of the pole sections forming
a pole structure.

A demountable paneling system as claimed in
Claim 13, characterized in that the pole sec-
tions of the junction poles comprise hollow
sections.

A demountable paneling system as claimed in
Claim 14, characterized in that each pole sec-
tion of the junction poles has four perpendicu-
larly disposed walls forming the four sides
thereof, the walls being adapted to cooperate
with particular upright side members of frame-
work sections of the demountable panelling
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system to facilitate them being releasably se-
cured together.

A demountable paneling system as claimed in
any one of Claims 13 to 15, characterized in
that either one of the pole sections and each
pole cover of the junction poles define com-
plementary attachment formations that can co-
operate for releasably attaching the pole cov-
ers to the pole sections forming pole struc-
tures.

A demountable panelling system as claimed in
any one of Claims 13 to 15, characterized in
that both pole sections and each pole cover of
the junction poles define complementary at-
tachment formations that can cooperate for re-
leasably attaching the pole covers to the pole
sections forming pole structures.

A demountable panelling system as claimed in
Claim 16 or Claim 17, characterized in that the
complementary attachment formations permit
each pole cover to releasably clip onto pole
structures.

A demountable panelling system as claimed in
any one of Claims 13 to 18, characterized in
that the length of each pole cover of the junc-
tion poles is equal to the effective height of the
panels that are releasably attachable to frame-
work sections for forming panelling walls.

A demountable panelling system as claimed in
any one of Claims 13 to 19, characterized in
that the upright side members of each frame-
work section comprise operatively lower side
member sections,held apart by the bottom
framework member to form a main framework
part, and side elements, that are slidably lo-
cated with respect to the side member sec-
tions of the main framework part for rendering
the framework section height adjustable, the
side elements being held together by the top
framework member, and in which the upper
pole sections of the pole structures of junction
poles are releasably securable to the side ele-
ments of the upright side members of frame-
work sections at their point of juncture and the
lower pole sections of the pole structures of
junction poles are releasably securable to the
lower side member sections of the main part of
framework sections at their point of juncture.

A demountable paneling system as claimed in
Claim 20, characterized in that the upper pole
sections of the junction poles are formed to
cooperate with auxiliary members of the com-
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22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

12

plete demountable panelling system which pro-
vide for the top end of framework sections to
be located along their required lines.

A demountable paneling system as claimed in
any one of Claims 13 to 21, characterized in
that the sides of the upper pole sections of
junction poles define planar, continuous side
faces.

A demountable panelling system as claimed in
any one of Claims 13 to 22, characterized in
that the upper pole sections of the junction
poles are adapted to serve particularly at a
junction between one of two framework sec-
tions, three framework sections and four frame-
work sections.

A demountable panelling system as claimed in
any one of Claims 13 to 23, characterized in
that the pole sections forming the pole struc-
tures of junction poles are releasably securable
to framework sections by screws engaging
aligned holes in the pole sections and in the
upright side members of the framework sec-
tions.

A junction pole for use in a demountable pan-
elling system substantially as described in the
specification with reference to and as illus-
trated in the accompanying diagrammatic
drawings.

A demountable paneling system substantially
as described in the specification with reference
to and as illustrated in the accompanying dia-
grammatic drawings.
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