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) New tool-box.

@ A new tool-box. The ends of the handle (12)
have undercuts (12a) to house the bodies (15) and
(16) of the cover (2) and box (1) together, causing
these parts to be interlocked, to allow the closed box
to be carried without having to use the conventional
locks (4) and (5).

A top inner tray (8) is closed by two twin cases
(11) that allow the inner box space to be fully used
and prevent the inner objects from being jumbled.

The box can be used for storing fools, and has a
handle (12) for manual carriage and holdfasts (18)
for a chest belt (19).

Rank Xerox (UK) Business Services
(3.10/3.09/3.3.4)



1 EP 0 668 129 A1 2

The present Invention relates to a new tool-box.

The invention conceives a new box of the kind
for keeping tools in, having a number of peculiar-
ities that make it conveniently practical as com-
pared with embodiments that are now available in
the market and designed for like purposes.

The box is of the kind comprising two main
parts, one of which conforms the container or box
as such, and the other part embodies the cover,
associated to each other by means of a hinged
connection running along one of the longitudinal
edges, the opposite parallel edge carrying conven-
tional locking means.

The most outstanding advantages the object of
this invention entails, are as set out below, in
addition to such others as are inherent in the
layout, structure and conformation thereof.

1- Making the most of the inner box space by

providing an inner tray, closed at the top by the

presence of exchangeable cases, thereby to al-
low the box to be tipped without risking having
the objects inside being jumbled or upset.

2- The handle is fitted to be housed inside a
groove on the cover and thus when it is placed
in a functional position for carriage, its ends
shall fit into a housing provided in the box, and
the cover and the box shall be held together,
and the unit may be lifted even if the locking
means connecting both parts, viz. the box and
the cover, are not in the operative position.

The handle pivots on a virtual axis length-
ways to the cover, established by pivots located
on the middle of the sides of the handle which
fit into holes on the cover, thereby allowing, due
to the coincident "cross", for the two handle
open and closed positions, at 90° fo one an-
other.

3- On the side and at the top of the box two

parts are fitted to which the ends of a belt

allowing the box to be carried across one's
chest can be fastened.

In order to make the explanation easier, at-
tached hereto is a sheet of drawings illustrating an
embodiment that is cited only as an example.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view with the handle in

the raised carriage position.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the box and

the various inner containers thereof making up a
fray and exchangeable cases.

Figure 3 illustrates a perspective close view of

the handle retracted into the groove on the
cover.

Figure 4 is a schematic side view of the box,

showing the layout that allows the box to be

raised closed by means of the handle, even if
the locking means stay open.
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Figure 5 shows the box equipped with a chest
belt attached to the auxiliary fastening parts.

With reference to the figures, the embodiment
therein shows a new tool-box of the kind compris-
ing two moulded material parts, generally num-
bered -1- and -2-, respectively making up the box
or container body as such and the cover body,
connected through one of their longitudinal sides
-3- through hinges and their opposite end carrying
traditional locking means -4- and -5-.

The box -1- is fitted on its inner mouth portion
with ledges -6- for the perimetric edge -7- of a tray
-8- which shall on being coupled upon the said
ledges have a mouth coplanar with the mouth of
the box -1-. This tray -8- has inner compartments,
a handle -9- that can be retracted into a groove
provided on a central wall -10-. The tfray -8- sup-
ports two cases -11- closing the fray mouth and
which prevent the contents from being jumbled
with the cover -2- in the closed position, even if the
box is tipped.

The box has a handle -12- that pivois on the
shorter sides of the cover -2- upon a virtual axis
-13- defined by pivots provided on the shorter
sides of the handle, which fit into holes on such
cover, and which allows due fo the coincident cross
for the two 90 ° open and closed positions.

A groove -14- on the cover houses the handle
-12- when collapsed.

The said handle has two undercuts -12a- at its
ends in which a pair of V-shaped bodies -15- and
-16- are housed, respectively provided on the cov-
er and box, the latter being automatically interloc-
ked when the handle -12- takes up an upright
position of use, which allows the box as a whole to
be carried even if the locking means -4- and -5-
are not in the working position.

The shorter sides of the box carry trapezium-
shaped guides -17- that allow buckle-shaped parts
-18- to which the ends of a chest belt -19- are
fitted, to be fastened.

Claims

1. A new ftool-box, of the kind comprising two
moulded material parts respectively conform-
ing the container and the cover, connected at
one of their sides through hinges and their
opposite side carrying conventional locking
means, essentially characterised in that the
inner mouth portion of the box has projections
(6) defining a horizontal plane supporting the
external perimetric edge (7) of the mouth of a
tray (8), which opening is occluded by the
presence of two twin and removable cases (11)
which when the cover is in the closed position
prevent the contents of the box from being
jumbled even if the box is tipped.
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2. A new tool-box, as in claim 1, characterised
in that the box has a U-shaped handle (12)
with an elongate base, pivoting at the shorter
sides of the cover (2), on a virtual axis (13),
defined by pivots provided at the middle of the 5
shorter sides of the handle, which fit into holes
on such cover, allowing for two end handle
positions at 90° to each other, one collapsed
and housed inside a groove (14) on the cover,
and another functional raised position, in which 10
undercuts (12a) on the ends of the handle
house two bodies (15) and (16) of the cover
and box, causing these parts (1) and (2) to be
interlocked, allowing the closed box as a whole
to be carried without having to use the conven- 15
tional locks (4) and (5).

3. A new tool-box, as in claims 1 and 2, charac-
terised in that the shorter sides of the box
body have two ftrapezium-shaped recesses 20
(17), acting as a guide for respective parts (18)
that can be snapped into the upper shorter
base of the said trapezia, the said parts being

slotted lengthways for a chest belt to be at-
fached. 25
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Fig. 3
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