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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention is directed to the cultur-
ing, growth and differentiation of neural stem cells using
various biological factors. More particularly, the invention
is related to a method for increasing the number of pre-
cursor cells that differentiate into a particular phenotype
by exposing the cells to specific biological factors or com-
binations thereof.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0002] A method of preparing differentiated cells from
mammalian neural stem cells is described, said method
comprising the steps of:

(a) proliferating at least one mammalian neural stem
cell isolated from the tissue of a donor, provided the
tissue is not derived from a human embryo, in sus-
pension in a serum-free culture medium comprising
epidermal growth factor as a mitogen that prolifer-
ates said at least one stem cell to produce neural
precursor cells, which at least one stem cell is EGF-
responsive and capable of producing progeny that
are capable of differentiating into neurons, astro-
cytes and oligodendrocytes; and
(b) differentiating the neural precursor cells by re-
moving the mitogen and culturing said neural pre-
cursor cells in an EGF-free differentiation-inducing
culture medium to produce differentiated cells, said
medium containing a substrate onto which the neural
precursor cells may adhere, said medium being pre-
pared with an exogenous growth factor selected from
the group consisting of CNTF, bFGF, BDNF and
retinoic acid.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] The development of the nervous system begins
at an early stage of fetal development. Neurogenesis,
the generation of new neurons, is complete early in the
postnatal period. However, the synaptic connections in-
volved in neural circuits are continuously altered through-
out the life of the individual, due to synaptic plasticity and
cell death.
[0004] The first step in neural development is cell birth,
which is the precise temporal and spatial sequence in
which precursor or progenitor cells proliferate and differ-
entiate. Proliferating cells will give rise to neuroblasts,
glioblasts and stem cells.
[0005] The second step is a period of cell type differ-
entiation and migration when progenitor cells become
neurons and glial cells and migrate to their final positions.
Cells which are derived from the neural tube give rise to
neurons and glia of the central nervous system (CNS),
while cells derived from the neural crest give rise to the

cells of the peripheral nervous system (PNS). Certain
factors present during development, such as nerve
growth factor (NGF), promote the growth of neural cells.
NGF is secreted by cells of the neural crest and stimu-
lates the sprouting and growth of the neuronal axons.
[0006] The third step in development occurs when cells
acquire specific phenotypic qualities, such as the expres-
sion of particular neurotransmitters. At this time, neurons
also extend processes which synapse on their targets.
Neurons do not divide subsequent to differentiation.
[0007] Finally, selective cell death occurs, wherein the
degeneration and death of specific cells, fibers and syn-
aptic connections "fine-tune" the complex circuitry of the
nervous system. This "fine-tuning" continues throughout
the life of the host. Later in life, selective degeneration
due to aging, infection and other unknown etiologies can
lead to neurodegenerative diseases.
[0008] Recently, the concept of neurological tissue
grafting has been applied to the treatment of neurological
diseases such as Parkinson’s Disease. Neural grafts
may avert the need not only for constant drug adminis-
tration, but also for complicated drug delivery systems
which arise due to the blood-brain barrier. However, there
are limitations to this technique. First, cells used for trans-
plantation which carry cell surface molecules of a differ-
entiated cell from another host can induce an immune
reaction in the host. In addition, the cells must be at a
stage of development where they are able to form normal
neural connections with neighboring cells. For these rea-
sons, initial studies on neurotransplantation centered on
the use of fetal cells. Perlow, et al. describe the trans-
plantation of fetal dopaminergic neurons into adult rats
with chemically induced nigrostriatal lesions in "Brain
grafts reduce motor abnormalities produced by destruc-
tion of nigrostriatal dopamine system, "Science 204:
643-647 (1979). These grafts showed good survival, ax-
onal outgrowth and significantly reduced the motor ab-
normalities in the host animals. Lindvall et al., in "Grafts
of fetal dopamine neurons survive and improve motor
function in Parkinson’s Disease," Science 257:574:577
(1990), showed that neural transplantation of human fetal
mesencephalic dopamine neurons can restore
dopamine synthesis and storage, and reduce rigidity and
bradykinesia in patients suffering from Parkinson’s dis-
ease. Freed, et al. in "Transplantation of human fetal
dopamine cells for Parkinson’s Disease, "Arch. Neurol.
47:505-512 (1990) also show improvement in a patient
who received a fetal transplant.
[0009] The above references disclose that mammalian
fetal brain tissue has good survival characteristics upon
immediate transplantation. The increased survival capa-
bility of fetal neurons is thought to be due to the reduced
susceptibility of fetal neurons to anoxia than adult neu-
rons, and also to the lack of cell surface markers on fetal
cells whose presence may lead to the rejection of grafted
tissue from adults. However, although the brain is con-
sidered an immunologically privileged site, some rejec-
tion of fetal tissue can occur. Therefore, the ability to use
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fetal tissue is limited, not only due to tissue rejection of
the fetal tissue isolated from another host, and because
of the resultant need for immunosuppressant drugs, but
also due to ethical problems in obtaining fetal tissue.
However, neonatal brain tissue possesses limited capac-
ity for survival and adult mammalian CNS neurons gen-
erally do not survive transplantation into the brain.
[0010] Although adult CNS neurons are not good can-
didates for neurotransplantation, neurons from the adult
peripheral nervous system (PNS) have been shown to
survive transplantation, and to exert neurotrophic and
gliotrophic effects on developing host neural tissue. One
source of non-CNS neural tissue for transplantation is
the adrenal medulla. Adrenal chromaffin cells originate
from the neural crest like PNS neurons, and receive syn-
apses and produce carrier and enzyme proteins similar
to PNS neurons. Although these cells function in an en-
docrine manner in the intact adrenal medulla, in culture
these cells lose their glandular phenotype and develop
neural features in culture in the presence of certain
growth factors and hormones (Notter, et al., "Neuronal
properties of monkey adrenal medulla in vitro," Cell Tis-
sue Research 244:69-76 [1986]). When grafted into
mammalian CNS, these cells survive and synthesize sig-
nificant quantities of dopamine which can interact with
dopamine receptors in neighboring areas of the CNS.
[0011] In U.S. Patent No. 4,980,174, transplantation
of monoamine-containing cells isolated from adult rat pin-
eal gland and adrenal medulla into rat frontal cortex led
to the alleviation of learned helplessness, a form of de-
pression in the host. In U.S. Patent No. 4,753,635, chro-
maffin cells and adrenal medullary tissue derived from
steers were implanted into the brain stem or spinal cord
of rats and produced analgesia when the implanted tis-
sue or cell was induced to release nociceptor interacting
substances (i.e. catecholamines such as dopamine). Ad-
renal medullary cells have been autologously grafted into
humans, and have survived, leading to mild to moderate
improvement in symptoms (Watts, et al., "Adrenal-cau-
date transplantation in patients with Parkinson’s Disease
(PD): 1-year follow-up," Neurology 39 Suppl 1:127
[1989]; Hurtig et al., "Post-mortem analysis of adrenal-
medulla-to-caudate autograft in a patient with Parkin-
son’s Disease," Annals of Neurology 25:607-614 [1989]
). However, adrenal cells do not obtain a normal neural
phenotype, and are therefore probably of limited use for
transplants where synaptic connections must be formed.
[0012] Another source of tissue for neurotransplanta-
tion is from cell lines. Cell lines are immortalized cells
which are derived either by transformation of normal cells
with an oncogene (Cepko, "Immortalization of neural
cells via retrovirus-mediated oncogene transduction,"
Ann. Rev. Neurosci. 12:47-65 [1989]) or by the culturing
of cells with altered growth characteristics in vitro (Ron-
nett, et al., "Human cortical neuronal cell line: Establish-
ment from a patient with unilateral megalencephaly," Sci-
ence 248:603-605 [1990]). Such cells can be grown in
culture in large quantities to be used for multiple trans-

plantations. Some cell lines have been shown to differ-
entiate upon chemical treatment to express a variety of
neuronal properties such as neurite formation, excitable
membranes and synthesis of neurotransmitters and their
receptors. Furthermore, upon differentiation, these cells
appear to be amitotic, and therefore non-cancerous.
However, the potential for these cells to induce adverse
immune responses, the use of retroviruses to immortalize
cells, the potential for the reversion of these cells to an
amitotic state, and the lack of response of these cells to
normal growth-inhibiting signals make cell lines less than
optimal for widespread use.
[0013] O-2A cells are glial progenitor cells which give
rise in vitro only to oligodendrocytes and type II astro-
cytes. Cells which appear by immunostaining in vivo to
have the O-2A phenotype have been shown to success-
fully remyelinate demyelinated neurons in vivo. God-
fraind et al., J. Cell Biol. 109:2405-2416 (1989). Injection
of a large number of O-2A cells is required to adequately
remyelinate all targeted neurons in vivo, since it appears
that O-2A cells (like other glial cell preparations) do not
continue to divide in situ. Although O-2A progenitor cells
can be grown in culture, currently the only available iso-
lation technique employs optic nerve as starting material.
This is a low yield source, which requires a number of
purification steps. There is an additional drawback that
O-2A cells isolated by the available procedures are ca-
pable of only a limited number of divisions. Raff Science
243:1450-1455 (1989).
[0014] Transformed O-2A cell lines are unsuitable for
transplantation due to the fact that the transformation
process leads to a genetically (oncogene) controlled cell
division as opposed to primary cell lines or neural stem
or progenitor cells where regulation of division is at an
epigenetic level. Additional potential problems include in-
stability of cell lines over long periods of time, and aber-
rant patterns of differentiation or responses to growth fac-
tors. Goldman Trends Neuro. Sci. 15:359-362 (1992).
[0015] The inability in the prior art of the transplant to
fully integrate into the host tissue, and the lack of avail-
ability of cells in unlimited amounts from a reliable source
for grafting are, perhaps, the greatest limitations of neu-
rotransplantation.
[0016] Therefore, in view of the aforementioned defi-
ciencies attendant with prior art methods of neural cell
culturing and transplantation, it should be apparent that
there still exists a need in the art for a reliable source of
unlimited numbers of cells for neurotransplantation,
which are capable of differentiating into neurons and glial
cells.
[0017] Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to
provide a reliable source of epigenetically regulated cells
for transplantation, which are capable of differentiating
into neurons and glial cells.
[0018] It is another object of the invention to provide a
method for influencing the differentiation of precursor
cells using specific growth factors.
[0019] These and other objects and features of the in-
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vention will be apparent to those skilled in the art from
the following detailed description and appended claims.
[0020] None of the foregoing references is believed to
disclose the present invention as claimed and is not pre-
sumed to be prior art. The references are offered for the
purpose of background information.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Definitions

[0021] The term "stem cell" refers to an undifferentiat-
ed cell which is capable of proliferation and giving rise to
more stem cells having the ability to generate a large
number of progenitor cells that can in turn give rise to
differentiated, or differentiable daughter cells.
[0022] The term "neural stem cell" (NSC) refers to the
stem cells of the instant invention, the progeny of which
under appropriate culturing conditions, include both glial
and neuronal progenitor cells.
[0023] The term "progenitor cells" refers to the undif-
ferentiated cells of the instant invention, derived from
neural stem cells, the progeny of which may, under ap-
propriate conditions, include glial and/or neuronal pro-
genitor cells.
[0024] The term "oligodendrocyte" refers to a differen-
tiated glial cell which forms the myelin surrounding axons
in the central nervous system (CNS). Oligodendrocytes
are of the phenotype galactocerebroside (+), myelin ba-
sic protein (+), and glial fibrillary acidic protein (-) [GalC
(+), MBP(+), GFAP(-)].
[0025] The term "neuron" refers to a cell having the
phenotype neurospecific enolase (+) or neurofilament (+)
[NSE(+) or NF (+)].
[0026] The term "type I astrocyte" refers to a differen-
tiated glial cell type with a flat protoplasmic/fibroblast-like
morphology that is GFAP(+), A2B5 (-), GalC(-), and MBP
(-).
[0027] The term "type II astrocyte" refers to a differen-
tiated glial cell displaying a stellate process-bearing mor-
phology of the phenotype GFAP(+), A2B5(+), GalC(-),
and MBP(-).
[0028] The term "neuronal progenitor cells" refers to
cells which produce daughter cells which under the ap-
propriate conditions become or give rise to neurons.
[0029] The term "oligodendrocyte precursor cells" re-
fers to cells which give rise to oligodendrocytes. Oli-
godendrocyte precursor cells can have the phenotype
A2B5(+), O4(+)/GalC(-), MBP(-) and GFAP (-) [but are
not limited to this phenotype].
[0030] The term "neurosphere" refers to a cluster of
cells derived from neural stem cells and cultured in vitro.
At least some of the cells are of the nestin (+) phenotype.
The cluster is comprised of stem cells and/or progenitor
cells and may or may not include differentiated cells.
[0031] The term "precursor cells" refers to the living
cells of the instant invention that are derived from neural
stem cells proliferated in a culture medium containing a

growth factor or factors, and includes both progenitor and
stem cells. Precursor cells typically grow in the form of
neurospheres, but may exhibit different growth patterns
depending upon culture conditions.
[0032] The term "growth factor" refers to a protein, pep-
tide or other molecule having a growth, proliferative, dif-
ferentiative, or trophic effect.
[0033] The term "donor" refers to the human or animal
which is the source of the neural stem cells used in the
instant invention, wherein human embryos are excluded
as a source.

Description of the Preferred Embodiments

Phenotypical characteristics

[0034] Neural stem cells (NSCs) have been reported
and their potential use described. (Reynolds and Weiss,
Science 255:1707 (1992)). It has been shown that NSCs
give rise to neuroblasts (Reynolds and Weiss, Restora-
tive Neurology & Neuroscience 4:208 (1992)). It is now
known that NSCs also give rise to major macroglial cell
types (astrocytes and oligodendrocytes).
[0035] Neural stem cells can be isolated and cultured
by the method of Reynolds and Weiss (supra). In brief,
the epidermal growth factor (EGF)-responsive stem cell,
when grown in a defined serum-free medium, and in the
presence of a mitogen such as EGF or the like, is induced
to divide giving rise to a cluster of undifferentiated cells.
The clusters of cells are not immunoreactive for GFAP,
neurofilament (NF), neuron-specific enolase (NSE) or
MBP. However, precursor cells within the cluster are im-
munoreactive for nestin, an intermediate filament protein
found in undifferentiated CNS cells. The nestin marker
was characterized by Lehndahl et al., Cell 60:585-595
(1990) . The mature phenotypes associated with the four
cell types which may be differentiated from the progeny
of the precursor cells are predominantly negative for the
nestin phenotype.
[0036] In the continued presence of a mitogen such as
EGF or the like, precursor cells within the neurosphere
continue to divide resulting in an increase in the size of
the neurosphere and the number of undifferentiated cells
[nestin(+), GFAP(-), NF(-), NSE (-), MBP (-)]. At this
stage, the cells are non-adherent and tend to form the
free-floating clusters characteristic of neurospheres.
However, culture conditions may be varied so that while
the precursor cells still express the nestin phenotype,
they do not form the characteristic neurospheres. After
removal of the mitogen, the cells adhere to the substrate
(poly-ornithine-treated plastic or glass), flatten, and begin
to differentiate into neurons and glial cells. At this stage
the culture medium may contain serum such as 0.5-1.0%
fetal bovine serum (FBS). Within 2-3 days, most or all of
the precursor cells begin to lose immunoreactivity for
nestin and begin to express intermediate filaments spe-
cific for neurons or for astrocytes as indicated by immu-
noreactivity to NF or GFAP respectively.
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[0037] The identification of neurons is accomplished
using immunoreactivity for neuron-specific enolase
(NSE) and the neurofilament proteins tau-1 and MAP- 2.
Because these markers are highly reliable, they will con-
tinue to be useful for the primary identification of neurons,
however neurons can also be identified based on their
specific neurotransmitter phenotype.
[0038] Using dual-label immunofluorescence and im-
munoperoxidase methods, differentiated neurosphere
cultures can be analyzed for the expression of neuro-
transmitters, or in some cases for the enzymes respon-
sible for the neurotransmitter synthesis. Alternatively, in
situ hybridization histochemistry can be performed using
cDNA or RNA probes specific for the peptide neurotrans-
mitter or the neurotransmitter synthesizing enzyme mR-
NAs. These techniques can be combined with immuno-
cytochemical methods to enhance the identification of
specific phenotypes. If necessary, the antibodies and
molecular probes discussed above can be applied to
western and northern blot procedures respectively to aid
in the cell identification.
[0039] Alternatively, high performance liquid chroma-
tography (HPLC) methods can be used in phenotype
identification. HPLC is particularly useful for the identifi-
cation of a number of small peptide neurotransmitters
and catecholamine and indoleamine neurotransmitters.
These techniques are highly sensitive and can be used
in large-scale screening paradigms requiring relatively
small sample volumes.
[0040] In addition to the presence of neurons and as-
trocytes, a large number of cells that do not express either
intermediate filaments specific for neurons or for astro-
cytes, begin to express markers specific for oligodendro-
cytes in a correct temporal fashion. That is, the cells first
become immunoreactive for 04 (a cell surface antigen),
galactocerebroside (GalC, a myelin glycolipid) and final-
ly, myelin basic protein (MBP). These cells also possess
a characteristic oligodendrocyte morphology.
[0041] The present invention provides a method of in-
fluencing the relative proportion of these differentiated
cell types by the addition of exogenous growth factors
during the differentiation stage of the precursor cells. By
using dual-label immunofluorescence and immunoper-
oxidase methods with various neuronal- and glial-specif-
ic antibodies, the effect of the exogenous growth factors
on the differentiating cells can be determined.
[0042] The biological effects of growth and trophic fac-
tors is generally mediated through binding to cell surface
receptors. The receptors for a number of these factors
have been identified and antibodies and molecular
probes for specific receptors are available. Neural stem
cells can be analyzed for the presence of growth factor
receptors at all stages of differentiation. In many cases,
the identification of a particular receptor will define the
strategy to use in further differentiating the cells along
specific developmental pathways with the addition of ex-
ogenous growth or trophic factors.
[0043] Exogenous growth factors can be added alone

or in various combinations. They can also be added in a
temporal sequence (i.e. exposure to a first growth factor
influences the expression of a second growth factor re-
ceptor, Neuron 4:189-201 (1990). The growth factors
used to influence the differentiation of precursor cells in
vitro are selected from basic fibroblast growth factor
(bFGF), ciliary neurotrophic factor (CNTF), brain-derived
neurotrophic factor (BDNF), and retinoic acid.
[0044] The differentiation of precursor cells may also
be induced by various substrates in addition to poly-L-
ornithine such as collagen, fibronectin, laminin, matrigel
etc.

Examples

Example 1

Propagation of precursor cells

[0045] Embryonic day 14 (E14) CD1 albino mice
(Charles River) were decapitated and the brain and stri-
ata removed using sterile procedure. The tissue was me-
chanically dissociated with a fire-polished Pasteur pi-
pette into serum-free medium composed of a 1:1 mixture
of Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s medium (DMEM) and F-
12 nutrient mixture (Gibco). The cells were centrifuged
at 800 r.p.m. for 5 minutes, the supernatant aspirated,
and the cells resuspended in DMEM/F-12 medium for
counting.
[0046] The cells were suspended in a serum-free me-
dium, hereinafter referred to as "complete medium", com-
posed of DMEM/F-12 (1:1) which included glucose
(0.6%), glutamine (2 mM), sodium bicarbonate (3 mM),
HEPES (4-[2-hydroxyethyl]-1-piperazineethanesulfonic
acid) buffer (5 mM) and a defined hormone mix and salt
mixture (to replace serum) that included insulin (25
Pg/ml), transferrin (100 Pg/ml), progesterone (20 nM),
putrescine (60 PM), and selenium chloride (30 nM) (all
from Sigma except glutamine [Gibco]). In addition, the
medium contained 16-20 ng/ml EGF (purified from
mouse submaxillary, Collaborative Research) or TGFα
(human recombinant, Gibco). The cells were plated at
0.2 x 106 cells/ml into 75 cm2 tissue culture flasks (Corn-
ing) with no substrate pre-treatment and housed in an
incubator at 37°C, 100% humidity, 95% air/5% CO2.
[0047] When the cells were proliferated, within the first
48 hours and by 3-4 days in vitro (DIV), they formed small
clusters, known as neurospheres, that lifted off the sub-
strate between 4-6 DIV.
[0048] After 7 DIV, the neurospheres were removed,
centrifuged at 400 r.p.m. for 2-5 minutes, and the pellet
was mechanically dissociated into individual cells with a
fire-polished glass Pasteur pipet in 2 mls of complete
medium.
[0049] 1 x 106 cells were replated into a 75 cm2 tissue
culture flask with 20 mls of the EGF-containing complete
medium. The proliferation of the stem cells and formation
of new neurospheres was reinitiated. This procedure can
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be repeated every 6-8 days.

Example 2

Differentiation of neurospheres

[0050] Neurospheres were differentiated using the fol-
lowing paradigms. The neurospheres used for each par-
adigm were generated as outlined in Example 1. All the
neurospheres used were passed at least once prior to
their differentiation.

Paradigm 1 -- Rapid differentiation of neurospheres

[0051] Six to 8 days after the first passage, the neuro-
spheres were removed and centrifuged at 400 r.p.m. The
EGF-containing supernatant was removed and the pellet
suspended in EGF-free complete medium containing 1%
fetal bovine serum (FBS).
[0052] Neurospheres (approximately 0.5-1.0 x 106

cells/well) were plated on poly-L-ornithine-coated (15
Pg/ml) glass coverslips in 24 well Nuclon (1.0 ml/well)
culture dishes. After 24 hours in culture, the coverslips
were transferred to 12 well (Costar) culture dishes con-
taining complete medium containing 0.5% FBS. The me-
dium was changed every 4-7 days. This differentiation
procedure is referred to as the "Rapid Differentiation Par-
adigm" cr RDP.

Paradigm 2 -- Differentiation of dissociated neuro-
spheres

[0053] Six to 8 days after the first passage, the neuro-
spheres were removed and centrifuged at 400 r.p.m. The
EGF-containing media was removed and the pellet was
suspended in EGF-free complete medium containing 1%
FBS. The neurospheres were mechanically dissociated
into single cells with a fire-polished Pasteur pipette and
centrifuged at 800 r.p.m. for 5 minutes. Between 0.5 x
106 and 1.0 x 106 cells were plated on poly-L-ornithine-
coated (15 Pg/ml) glass coverslips in 24 well Nuclon (1.0
ml/well) culture dishes. The EGF-free culture medium
containing 1% FBS was changed every 4-7 days.

Paradigm 3 -- Differentiation of single neurospheres

[0054] Neurospheres were washed free of EGF by se-
rial transfers through changes of EGF-free medium. A
single neurosphere was plated onto poly-L-ornithine-
coated (15 Pg/ml) glass coverslips in a 24-well plate. The
culture medium used was complete medium with or with-
out 1% FBS. The medium was changed every 4-7 days.

Paradigm 4 -- Differentiation of single dissociated 
neurospheres

[0055] Neurospheres were washed free of EGF by se-
rial transfers through changes of EGF-free medium. A

single neurosphere was mechanically dissociated in a
0.5 ml Eppendorf centrifuge tube and all the cells were
plated onto a 35 mm culture dish. Complete medium was
used with or without 1% FBS.

Example 3

Effect of growth factors on neurosphere differenti-
ation

[0056] The effects of CNTF, bFGF, BDNF, and Retin-
oic Acid on neurosphere differentiation were tested using
the differentiation paradigms set forth in Example 2.

CNTF

[0057] The effect of CNTF was assayed in paradigms
1 and 3. For both paradigms, CNTF was added either at
the beginning of the experiment at a concentration of 10
ng/ml or daily at a concentration of 1 ng/ml.
[0058] In paradigm 1, the addition of CNTF increased
the number of neuron-specific enolase (NSE)-immuno-
reactive cells in addition to the number of tau-1-immuno-
reactive cells, suggesting that CNTF has an effect on the
proliferation, survival, or differentiation of neurons. Pre-
liminary testing with antibodies recognizing the neuro-
transmitters GABA and Substance P suggest that there
is no increase in the number of cells containing these
proteins. This suggests that a different neuronal pheno-
type is being produced.
[0059] Three different antibodies directed against 04,
galactocerebroside (GalC) and myelin basic protein
(MBP) were used to study the effect of CNTF on the ol-
igodendrocytes of paradigm 1. CNTF had no effect on
the number of O4(+) cells, but there was an increase in
the number of GalC(+) and MBP(+) cells compared with
the control. Thus it appears that CNTF plays a role in the
maturation of oligodendrocytes.
[0060] In one experiment, the neurospheres were dif-
ferentiated as outlined in paradigm 1 except that serum
was never added to the culture medium. While the effect
of CNTF on neurons and oligodendrocytes was not as
apparent as in the presence of serum, there was an in-
crease in the proliferation of flat, protoplasmic astrocytes.
Hence, CNTF will affect astrocyte differentiation in vari-
ous culture conditions.
[0061] In paradigm 3, the addition of CNTF resulted in
an increase in the number of NSE(+) cells.

BDNF

[0062] The effect of BDNF was tested using Paradigm
3. There was an increase in the number of NSE(+) neu-
rons per neurosphere. Additionally, there was an in-
crease in the neuronal branching and the migration of
the neurons away from the sphere.
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bFGF

[0063] The effect of bFGF was tested using paradigms
2 and 4. In paradigm 2, 20 ng/ml of bFGF was added at
the beginning of the experiment and cells were stained
7 days later. bFGF increased the number of GFAP(+)
cells and the number of NSE(+) cells. This suggests that
bFGF has a proliferative or survival effect on the neurons
and astrocytes.
[0064] In paradigm 4, 20 ng/ml of bFGF was added at
the beginning of the experiment and assayed 7-10 days
later. bFGF induced the proliferation of precursor cells
generated by the EGF-responsive stem cell. It induced
two different cell types to divide, neuroblasts and bipo-
tential progenitor cells. The neuroblast produced, on av-
erage, 6 neurons while the bipotential cell produced ap-
proximately 6 neurons and a number of astrocytes.
[0065] In previous studies, it was found that when plat-
ed at low density (2500 cells/cm2), addition of EGF up to
7 days in vitro (DIV) could initiate proliferation of the stem
cell, but not if applied after 7 DIV. Striatal cells (E14, 2500
cell/cm2) were plated in the absence or presence of 20
ng/ml of bFGF. After 11 DIV, cultures were washed and
medium containing 20 ng/ml of EGF was added. After
4-5 DIV, in cultures that were primed with bFGF, greater
than 70% of the wells examined contained clusters of
proliferating cells that developed into colonies with the
morphologic and antigenic properties of the EGF-gener-
ated cells. Cultures that had not been primed with bFGF
showed no EGF-responsive proliferation. These findings
suggest that the EGF-responsive stem cells possess
bFGF receptors that regulate its long term survival.

Retinoic acid

[0066] The effect of retinoic acid at 10-7M was tested
using paradigm 1. There was an increase in the number
of NSE(+) and tau-1(+) cells, suggesting that retinoic acid
increases the number of neurons.

Example 4

Screening for the trkB receptor on neural stem cells

[0067] The expression of the trk family of neurotrophin
receptors in EGF-generated neurospheres was exam-
ined by northern blot analysis. Total mRNA was isolated
from mouse and rat striatal EGF-generated neuro-
spheres. Both rat and mouse neurospheres expressed
high levels of trkB receptor mRNA, but did not express
trk nor trkC mRNA. In preliminary experiments, single
EGF-generated mouse neurospheres were plated on po-
ly-L-ornithine coated glass coverslips and cultured in the
absence or presence of 10ng/ml of BDNF. When exam-
ined after 14-28 days in vitro, neurospheres plated in the
presence of BDNF contained NSE(+) cells with extensive
and highly branched processes; well-developed NSE(+)
cells were not observed in the absence of BDNF. Acti-

vation of the trkB receptor on EGF-generated neuro-
spheres may enhance differentiation, survival of and/or
neurite outgrowth from newly generated neurons.

Example 5

Screening for the GAP-43 membrane phosphopro-
tein on neural stem cells

[0068] Growth-associated protein (GAP-43) is a nerv-
ous system-specific membrane phosphoprotein which is
down-regulated during development. Originally, GAP-43
was though to be neuron-specific, however, recent re-
ports indicate that this protein may be at least transiently
expressed during development in some astrocytes, oli-
godendrocytes and in Schwann cells. At present, the role
of GAP-43 in macroglia is not known. The transient ex-
pression of GAP-43 in glial cells generated from the EGF-
responsive stem cells derived from embryonic and adult
murine striatum was investigated. Glial cell (astrocyte
and oligodendrocyte) differentiation was induced by plat-
ing precursor cells in a medium containing 1% FBS with
no EGF. The cells were then probed with specific anti-
bodies for GAP-43, nestin, GFAP, 04, and Galc. In order
to identify cells expressing GAP-43, the antibodies were
pooled in various combinations using dual-label immun-
ofluorescence methods.
[0069] During the first two days post plating, there was
a low to moderate level of GAP-43 expression in almost
all cells (flat, bipolar and stellate), but by 3-4 days post-
plating, the level of GAP-43 expression became restrict-
ed to the bipolar and stellate cells. At 4 days the majority
of GAP-43-expressing cells co-labelled with the oli-
godendrocyte markers 04 and GalC although GFAP and
GAP-43 was co-expressed in a number of cells. At one
week post-plating however, essentially all of the GFAP-
expressing astrocytes no longer expressed GAP-43
while the majority of the 04 and Galc-expressing cells
continued to express GAP-43. At 7-10 days, these oli-
godendrocytes began to express MBP and lose the ex-
pression of GAP-43. The EGF-responsive stem cells may
represent a useful model system for the study of the role
of GAP-43 in glial and neuronal development.
[0070] (Example 5 does not fall within the scope of the
present invention as claimed below.)

Claims

1. A method for preparing differentiated cells from
mammalian neural stem cells comprising the steps
of:

(a) proliferating at least one mammalian neural
stem cell isolated from the tissue of a donor pro-
vided the tissue is not derived from a human
embryo, in suspension in a serum-free culture
medium comprising epidermal growth factor as
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a mitogen that proliferates said at least one stem
cell to produce neural precursor cells, which at
least one neural stem cell is EGF-responsive
and capable of producing progeny that are ca-
pable of differentiating into neurons, astrocytes
and oligodendrocytes; and
(b) differentiating the neural precursor cells by
removing the mitogen and culturing said neural
precursor cells in an EGF-free differentiation-in-
ducing culture medium to produce differentiated
cells, said medium containing a substrate onto
which the neural precursor cells may adhere,
said medium being prepared with an exogenous
growth factor selected from the group consisting
of CNTF, bFGF, BDNF and retinoic acid.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the sub-
strate is selected from the group consisting of poly-
L-ornithine, collagen, fibronectin, laminin, and
matrigel.

3. The method according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the differentiated cells are neurons.

4. The method according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the differentiated cells are mature
oligodendrocytes.

5. The method according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the differentiated cells are astro-
cytes.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Herstellung differenzierter Zellen aus
neuralen Säuger-Stammzellen, umfassend die
Schritte:

a) Proliferieren von mindestens einer aus dem
Gewebe eines Donors isolierten neuralen Säu-
ger-Stammzelle, unter der Maßgabe, dass das
Gewebe nicht von einem menschlichen Embryo
gewonnen ist, in Suspension in einem Serum-
freien Kulturmedium, umfassend epidermalen
Wachstumsfaktor als ein Mitogen, das die we-
nigstens eine Stammzelle proliferiert um neura-
le Vorläuferzellen herzustellen, wobei die min-
destens ein neurale Stammzelle EGF-responsiv
ist und zur Produktion von Abkömmlingen fähig
ist, die sich in Neuronen, Astrozyten und Oligo-
dendrozyten differenzieren können, und
b) Differenzieren der neuralen Vorläuferzellen,
durch Entfernen des Mitogens und Kultivieren
der neuralen Vorläuferzellen in einem EGF-frei-
en differenzierungsinduzierenden Kulturmedi-
um um differenzierte Zellen herzustellen, wobei
das Medium ein Substrat enthält, auf dem die

neuralen Vorläuferzellen haften können, wobei
das Medium mit einem exogenen Wachstums-
faktor präpariert ist, der ausgewählt ist aus der
Gruppe bestehend aus CNTF, bFGF, BDNF und
Retinolsäure.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, worin das Substrat aus-
gewählt ist aus der Gruppe bestehend aus Poly-L-
Ornithin, Collagen, Fibronectin, Laminin und Matri-
gel.

3. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, worin die differenzierten Zellen Neuronen sind.

4. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, worin die differenzierten Zellen reife Oligoden-
drozyten sind.

5. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, worin die differenzierten Zellen reife Astrozyten
sind.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour la préparation de cellules différenciées
à partir de cellules souches neurales de mammifère,
comprenant les étapes consistant à :

(a) faire proliférer au moins une cellule souche
neurale de mammifère, isolée du tissu d’un don-
neur, sous réserve que le tissu ne soit pas dérivé
d’un embryon humain, en suspension dans un
milieu de culture sans sérum comprenant du fac-
teur de croissance épidermique comme agent
mitogène, qui provoque la prolifération de ladite
au moins une cellule souche pour produire des
cellules précurseurs neurales, au moins une cel-
lule souche neurale étant sensible aux EGF et
étant capable de produire une descendance qui
est capable de se différencier en neurones, as-
trocytes et oligodendrocytes ; et
(b) provoquer la différenciation des cellules pré-
curseurs neurales en éliminant l’agent mitogène
et cultiver lesdites cellules précurseurs neurales
dans un milieu de culture dépourvu de EGF, in-
duisant la différenciation, pour produire des cel-
lules différenciées, ledit milieu contenant un
substrat sur lequel les cellules précurseurs neu-
rales peuvent adhérer, ledit milieu étant préparé
avec un facteur de croissance exogène choisi
dans le groupe consistant en CNTF, bFGF, BD-
NF et acide rétinoïque.

2. Procédé suivant la revendication 1, dans lequel le
substrat est choisi dans le groupe consistant en la
poly-L-ornithine, le collagène, la fibronectine, la la-
minine et le matrigel.
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3. Procédé suivant l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel les cellules différen-
ciées sont des neurones.

4. Procédé suivant l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel les cellules différen-
ciées sont des oligodendrocytes matures.

5. Procédé suivant l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel les cellules différen-
ciées sont des astrocytes.
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