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(54)  Developing  unit  for  use  in  an  electrostatographic  printer 

(57)  A  developing  unit  for  use  in  an  electrostato- 
graphic  printer  is  described.  The  unit  comprises  a  hous- 
ing  (1)  having  an  opening  (30)  defining  a  developing 
zone,  an  applicator  (2)  for  applying  particulate  carrier/ 
toner  developer  through  the  opening  (30)  towards  an 
electrostatographic  image  to  be  developed,  and  agitator 
means  (4)  for  agitating  developer  within  the  housing  (1  ), 
for  scooping  up  developer  from  within  the  housing  (1) 
and  projecting  scooped-up  developer  towards  the  appli- 
cator  (2).  Supply  means  are  located  outside  the  width 
of  the  development  zone  for  supplying  toner  to  the  hous- 
ing  (1).  Primary  conveyance  means  (25)  convey  devel- 
oper  from  the  supply  means  across  the  width  of  the  de- 
velopment  zone  in  one  direction,  while  secondary  con- 
veyance  means  (28)  receive  developerfrom  the  primary 
conveyance  means  (25)  and  convey  developer  across 
the  width  of  the  development  zone  in  a  direction  oppo- 
site  and  substantially  parallel  to  the  conveyance  direc- 
tion  of  the  primary  conveyance  means  (25).  The  primary 
and  secondary  conveyance  means  (25,  28)  each  define 
a  respective  developer  transport  path  interconnected  by 
a  passageway  outside  the  width  of  the  development 
zone  enabling  the  return  of  developer  from  the  second- 
ary  to  the  primary  conveyance  means  (25). 
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