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(54)  Process  for  the  preparation  of  fluid  bed  vinyl  acetate  catalyst  

(57)  A  process  for  the  preparation  of  a  fluid  bed  vinyl 
acetate  (VAM)  catalyst  comprising  impregnating  a  sup- 
port  comprising  a  mixture  of  substantially  inert  micro- 
spheroidal  particles  with  a  solution  comprising  a  hali- 
de-free  metal  salt  of  Pd  and  M,  wherein  M  comprises  Ba, 
Au,  La,  Nb,  Ce,  Zn,  Pb,  Ca,  Sr,  Sb  or  mixtures  thereof, 
reducing  the  metal  salts  to  form  a  deposit  of  Pd  and  M 

on  the  support  surface  and  impregnating  the  support  with 
at  least  one  halide-free  alkali  metal  salt.  At  least  50%  of 
the  particles  used  for  the  microspheroidal  support  have 
a  particle  size  below  100  microns,  preferably  below  60 
microns.  The  pore  volume  of  these  particles  is  from  0.2 
to  0.7cm3/g  and  the  surface  area  is  from  1  00  to  200  m2/g. 
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The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  ol  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

|  —  |  All  claims  lees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Ei All  claims  lees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  lor  all  claims. 

□  

□  

Only  part  ot  the  claims  teas  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  tor  the  first  ten  claims  and  lor  those  claims  lor  which  claims  tees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

No  claims  tees  have  Been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  tor  the  first  ten  claims. 

LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  ot  unity  ol 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

See  s h e e t   - B -  

□  

pfj  All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  tor  all  claims. 

r~j  Only  part  ol  the  further  search  toes  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  lor  those  parts  ol  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respect  ot  which  search  lees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

|  |  None  ol  the  further  search  lees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  tor  those  parts  ot  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims. 

namely  claims: 
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LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
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