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©  Can  with  lid  and  closing  ring. 
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©  The  invention  relates  to  a  can  (1)  with  a  lid  (9). 
The  can  comprises  a  base  (3),  a  standing  wall  (2) 
joined  thereto  along  the  periphery  and  a  ring  (5) 
which  is  connected  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  stand- 
ing  wall  and  which  defines  an  opening  (8)  for  receiv- 
ing  therein  the  lid,  wherein  the  ring  is  releasably 
connected  to  the  wall.  The  upper  edge  of  the  wall 
can  have  an  outward  facing  beaded  edge  (4)  and  the 
ring  can  have  a  flange  resting  on  the  beaded  edge, 
wherein  clamping  means  are  present  for  clamping 
the  flange  on  the  beaded  edge.  The  invention  further 
relates  to  a  tool  for  releasing  the  ring  from  a  can. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

rhe  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

j  —  |  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  El Ml  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

□  

□  

Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

I  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

see  s h e e t   - B -  

□  

□  

All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  ail  claims. 

Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

jA  j  None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims, 

namely  claims: 1 - 1 1  
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LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  Inventions, 
namely: 

1.  Claims  1 -11  
2.  Claims  1 2 , 1 3  

OBJECTION  AGAINST  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
1.  P l u r a l i t y   of  i n v e n t i o n s  

Claims  1-11  r e f e r   to  a  can  wi th   a  l id   which,   moreover ,   h a s  
a  r ing   c o n n e c t e d   in  a  r e l e a s a b l e   manner  to  the  upper  e d g e  
of  the  s t a n d i n g   wall   of  the  can.  Claims  12  and  13,  h o w e v e r  
r e f e r   to  a  t oo l   for  r e l e a s i n g   a  r ing   from  a  c a n .  

2.  C l o s e s t   p r i o r   a r t  
The  document .   WO-A-93  02  937  (page  2,  l i n e s   7-33)  d i s c l o s e s  
a  t i n   c o n t a i n e r   which  p o s e s s e s   a  c o l l a r   s e c u r e d   to  t h e  
upper  brim  of  the  can.  The  c o l l a r   d e f i n e s   an  open ing   f o r  
r e c e i v i n g   the  l i d   of  the  c a n .  

3.  Common  s p e c i a l   t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e s  
The  only  common  s p e c i a l   t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e   l i n k i n g   c l a ims   1 -  
11  with  c l a ims   12  and  13  is  a  can  with  the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
of  c l a ims   9,10  or  11.  Such  a  can  is  a l r e a d y   known  from  t h e  
document  WO-A-93  02  937.  T h e r e f o r e ,   no  s p e c i a l   t e c h n i c a l  
f e a t u r e s   are  i n v o l v e d   in  the  t e c h n i c a l   r e l a t i o n s h i p   b e t w e e n  
the  i n v e n t i o n   of  c l a ims   1-11  and  the  i n v e n t i o n   of  c l a ims   12 
and  13.  

4.  Lack  of  u n i t y  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,   t h e r e   is  a  l ack   of  u n i t y   "a  p o s t e r i o r i "   a n d  
the  d i f f e r e n t   i n v e n t i o n s   not  b e l o n g i n g   to  a  common  i n v e n t i v e  
concep t   are  f o r m u l a t e d   as  the  d i f f e r e n t   s u b j e c t s   in  t h e  
commun ica t i on   p u r s u a n t   to  Rule  46  EPC. 
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