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(57)  A  process  for  exposing,  developing  and  then  ex- 
posing  or  viewing  through  an  infrared  sensitized  photo- 
thermographic  silver  halide  element  comprising  a  sup- 
port  layer  having  on  at  least  one  surface  thereof  a  pho- 
tothermographic  composition  comprising  a  binder,  a  light 
insensitive  silver  source,  a  reducing  agent  for  silver  ion 
and  infrared  radiation  sensitive  preformed  silver  halide 
grains  having  number  average  particle  size  of  <0.  1  0  mi- 

cron  with  at  least  80%  of  all  grains  with  +0.05  microns  of 
the  average,  in  combination  with  an  antihalation  layer 
having  an  absorbance  ratio  of  IR  absorbance  (before  ex- 
posure)/visible  absorbance  (after  processing)  >30,  and 
an  IR  absorbance  of  at  least  0.3  within  the  range  of 
750-1400  and  an  optical  density  of  less  than  0.03  in  the 
visible  region. 
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