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(54)  Process  for  the  conversion  of  a  residual  hydrocarbon  oil 

(57)  Process  for  the  conversion  of  a  residual  hydro- 
carbon  oil,  preferably  a  vacuum  hydrocarbon  oil  residue, 
comprising  the  following  steps: 

(a)  deasphalting  the  residual  hydrocarbon  oil  pro- 
ducing  an  asphaltic  fraction  and  a  deasphalted  oil 
(DAO); 

(b)  passing  the  DAO  through  a  bed  of  a  hydrodemet- 
allisation  catalyst  in  the  presence  of  hydrogen  under 
demetallising  conditions,  producing  an  upgraded 
DAO;  and 

(c)  blending  the  upgraded  DAO  with  one  or  more 
flashed  distillate  fractions  and  subjecting  the  result- 
ing  blend  stream  to  hydrocracking,  producing  one  or 
more  distillate  fractions. 
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