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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a package for cosmet-
ics articles.

[0002] In particular, the invention concerns a package
for storing and transporting cosmetics articles which is
intended for interim use between the manufacturing and
the final packaging stages of such articles.

[0003] It is known that cosmetics articles, such as
mascara containers, boxes for powders, lipsticks, nail
varnish bottles, cream pots, etc., should be entirely free
of surface defects that could mar the product appear-
ance, an important factor in determining the consumer's
decision to buy.

[0004] In addition, cosmetics articles include such
parts as brushes or applicators which are to come in
contact, during their normal use, with the lips, eyes, and
in general with delicate areas of the human body. Hence
the need to keep them protected from contaminants of
any chemical or biological nature.

[0005] Also known is that such articles are usually
mass produced using automated manufacturing proce-
dures of an industrial character.

[0006] After production, the articles must be filled with
appropriate cosmetic substances prior to their final
packaging for retail sale.

[0007] In this respect, the articles are packed for
transport to filling and final packaging facilities from their
production site.

[0008] It is necessary, therefore, that while in transit
and temporary storage, where provided, the cosmetics
articles be protected against shock, abrasion, scratch-
ing, staining and' the like damage, as well as from con-
tact with the aforesaid contaminants, using a suitable
package for cosmetics articles.

[0009] Packages of the type specified above have
been known. For instance, cosmetics articles have been
laid manually onto flat sheets which keep several layers
of articles separated inside a box.

[0010] However, this packaging procedure is expen-
sive, because applied manually, and keeps personnel
engaged in an unrewarding task. In addition, the pack-
aging is unsound from the sanitary standpoint on
account of the physical contact with the cosmetics arti-
cles that it involves.

[0011] A package for cosmetics articles has also been
known wherein boards of a thermoformed plastics
material are used which have receptacles sized to
receive one cosmetics article each. Such boards are
then enclosed within plastics bags and placed into car-
tons.

[0012] Here again, the packaging is done manually,
and accordingly, cost-intensive and sanitarily deficient.
[0013] FR-A-2 324 422 discloses a package for hand
tools consisting of two superposed films fixed together
by welding to form a plurality of pockets open at one of
their ends and arranged transversely of said films.
[0014] FR-A- 2 206 062 discloses a package for hand
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tools consisting of two films of a transparent synthetic
material fixed together by parallel, transversal and
optional oblique seam lines to form a plurality of pockets
having different size and arranged transversely of said
films.

[0015] US-A- 3 749 233 discloses a container for
receiving and holding in spaced, parallel relationship a
plurality of hand tools comprising an opaque, flexible,
sheet-like base member and a plurality of parallel, trans-
parent, flexible holding elements secured along three
edges thereof to one surface of said base member to
form a plurality of parallel and transversely arranged
pockets having suitable sizes and shapes to accomo-
date assorted hand tools of corresponding sizes and
shapes.

[0016] The underlying technical problem of this inven-
tion is to provide a package for cosmetics articles which
can overcome the shortcomings mentioned above in
connection with the prior art.

[0017] This problem is solved by a package as indi-
cated comprising a roll-and/or fold-up strip which has,
on one side thereof a plurality of pockets, adapted to
receive said cosmetics articles, said pockets being
arranged transversely of said strip, wherein the strip
consists of a web of undefined length folded over
lengthwise along a fold line parallel to the edges of the
web and dividing the web into two overlaid half-webs;
said overlaid half-webs being welded along parallel and
equidistant seam lines which extend between the fold
line and the edge of the folded-over half-web.

[0018] A major advantage of a package for cosmetics
articles according to this invention is that the need to
handle said articles manually is eliminated and that the
packaging procedure can be automated to ensure sani-
tary conditions and lower costs.

[0019] Further features and advantages of a package
for cosmetics articles according to the invention will
become apparent from the description of a preferred
embodiment thereof, given herein below by way of
example and not of limitation with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a package for cos-
metics articles according to the invention as spread
out flat;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the package in Fig-
ure 1 as used in roll form;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the package in Fig-
ure 1 as used in packet form;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a box containing a
few rolls of the package shown in Figure 1; and
Figure 5 is a perspective view of a box containing a
few packets of the package in Figure 1.

[0020] In the drawings, a package as specified above
is shown at 1. It comprises a strip 20 consisting of a web
2 of undefined length which is folded over lengthwise
along a fold line 3 dividing the web 2 into two overlaid
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half-webs 4, 5 bounded by edges 6, 7, respectively, of
the web 2.

[0021] Said fold line 3 is parallel with the edges 6, 7 of
the web 2 and positioned such that the edges 6 e 7 of
the web 2 do not overlap and the edge 6 locates approx-
imately halfway between the other edge 7 and the fold
line 3.

[0022] The web 2 is made of a material which makes
the strip 20 easy to roll and/or fold up; preferably the
web 2 is made of a plastics material such as polyethyl-
ene.

[0023] The half-web 4 is welded to the half-web 5
along seam lines 8 which extend between the fold line 3
and the edge 6, being all parallel with one another and
spaced a predetermined distance apart, so that the strip
20 has a plurality of pockets 9 across one side 21
thereof.

[0024] Thus, each pocket 9 is bounded by two seam
lines 8 and the fold line 3, and has an opening 10. Fur-
ther, the pockets 9 are arranged transversely of the strip
20.

[0025] Said pockets 9 are intended to receive a cos-
metics article 11, for instance a cap for a mascara con-
tainer with an incorporated brush applicator, as shown
in the drawings.

[0026] Additionally to the aforementioned advantage,
the package 1 for cosmetics articles according to the
invention is a particularly simple, low-cost construction
from readily available materials which can be easily
recycled.

[0027] Furthermore, the shape of the pockets 9 is
such that the same strip 20 can be used for cosmetics
articles 11 having different shapes but comparable
sizes.

[0028] In addition, the cosmetics articles 11 can be
easily removed, since in this embodiment, they would
jut out from the pockets 9 through the opening 10.
[0029] Also, by having the strip 20 rollable and folda-
ble, the strip 20 can be provided in either roll 12 (Figure
2) or pleated packet 13 (Figure 3) forms.

[0030] The roll 12 and packet 13 tightly rolled or folded
configurations ensure that the articles will be held cap-
tive within the pockets 9.

[0031] Both the roll 12 and the packet 13 may be any
size, and lends themselves in particular for use on auto-
mated packaging, unpackaging, filling and wrapping
equipment.

[0032] In particular, the automatic filling of such arti-
cles as bottles, pots, cream tubes, or the like can be car-
ried out without drawing the article 11 out of the pocket
9.

[0033] The roll 12 and packet 13 can be conveniently
stored in boxes 14 which can accommodate several
overlaid rolls 12 and/or packets as advantageously sep-
arated by sheets 15.

[0034] Unlike conventional packages wherein the sep-
arating sheets for the cosmetics articles serve a protec-
tive function, and are therefore made of foamed rubber
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or the like, the sheets 15 may be of plain cardboard.
[0035] Many modifications may be made unto the
invention described.

[0036] For example, the edge 6 may be positioned
other than as described above. In particular, to enhance
the protection afforded by the package to the cosmetics
articles 11, the edge 6 may be arranged to overlap the
edge 7 of the web 2.

[0037] In addition, the opening 10 of the pockets 9
may be provided with a closure arrangement, such as a
strip of contact adhesive laid along the edge 6 on the
pocket 9 inside.

[0038] Also for protection and closure purposes, that
portion of the web 2 which extends between the edge 7
and the location of the edge 6 may advantageously be
folded over as far as the size of the cosmetics article 11
contained in the pocket 9 will permit.

[0039] Many more changes unto the package for cos-
metics articles according to the invention may be made
by a skilled person in the art to fill particular and conti-
gent demands within the protection scope of the inven-
tion as defined in the following claims.

Claims

1. A package (1) for cosmetics articles (11) compris-
ing a roll-and/or fold-up strip (20) which has, on one
side (21) thereof, a plurality of pockets (9) adapted
to receive said cosmetics articles (11), said pockets
(9) being arranged transversely of said strip (20),
characterized in that the strip (20) consists of a web
(2) of undefined length folded over lengthwise along
a fold line (3) parallel to the edges (6,7) of the web
(2) and dividing the web (2) into two overlaid half-
webs (4,5); said overlaid half-webs (4,5) being
welded along parallel and equidistant seam lines
(8) which extend between the fold line (3) and the
edge (6) of the folded-over half-web (4).

2. The package (1) according to claim 1, wherein the
edges (6,7) of the web (2) do not overlap.

3. The package (1) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
one edge (6) of the web (2) is located halfway
between the other edge (7) and the fold line (3).

4. The package (1) according to claim 1, wherein the
edges (6,7) of the web (2) overlap.

5. The package (1) according to anyone of the preced-
ing claims, wherein each pocket (9) is bounded by
two seam lines (8) and the fold line (3), and is pro-
vided with an opening (10).

6. The package (1) according to anyone of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the opening (10) of each pocket
(9) is provided with closure means.
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The use of the package (1) according to anyone of
the preceding claims for storing and transporting
cosmetics articles during the stages between the
manufacturing and the final packaging.-

Patentanspriiche

1.

Verpackung (1) far Kosmetikartikel (11) umfassend
einen aufroll - und/oder auffaltbaren Streifen (20),
der auf einer Seite (21) eine Anzahl Taschen (9)
zum Aufnehmen der Kosmetikartikel (11) aufweist,
wobei die Taschen (9) quer zum Streifen (20) ange-
ordnet sind,

dadurch gekennzeichnet,

daB der Streifen (20) aus einem Gewebe (2) unbe-
stimmter Lange besteht, das der Lange nach ent-
lang einer Faltlinie (3) umgefaltet wird, die parallel
zu den Randern (6,7) des Gewebes (2) verlauft und
das Gewebe (2) in zwei Ubereinander gelegte
Gewebehdlften (4,5) teilt; wobei die Ubereinander
gelegten Gewebehaliten (4,5) entlang paralleler
und gleichmaBig beabstandeter SchweiBnahtlinien
(8) verschweiBt sind, die zwischen der Faltlinie (3)
und dem Rand (6) der umgefalteten Gewebehdlfte
(4) verlaufen.

Verpackung (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Rander
(6,7) des Gewebes (2) sich nicht tberlappen.

Verpackung (1) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,

wobei ein Rand (6) des Gewebes (2) auf der halben
Strecke zwischen dem anderen Rand (7) und der
Faltlinie (3) angesetst ist

Verpackung (1) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die Rander (6,7) des Gewebes (2) sich iber-
lappen.

Verpackung (1) nach irgendeinem der vorherge-
henden Anspriche,

wobei jede Tasche (9) von zwei SchweiBnahtlinien
(8) und der Faltlinie (3) begrenzt t und mit einer Off-
nung (10) versehen ist.

Verpackung (1) nach irgendeinem der vorherge-
henden Anspriche,

wobei die Offnung (10) jeder Tasche (9) mit Ver-
schluBmitteln versehen ist.

Verwendung der Verpackung (1) nach irgendeinem
der vorhergehenden Anspriiche zum Lagern und
Transportieren von Kosmetikartikeln wahrend der
Arbeitsschritte zwischen der Herstellung und dem
abschlieBenden Verpacken.

Revendications

1.

Conditionnement (1) pour produits cosmétiques
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(11) comprenant un ruban roulé et/ou plié (20) qui
présente, sur un de ses cotés (21), une pluralité de
poches (9) congues pour recevoir lesdits produits
cosmétiques (11), lesdites poches (11) étant dispo-
sées transversalement audit ruban (20), caracté-
risé en ce que le ruban (20) consiste en une bande
continue (2) d'une longueur indéfinie, repliée dans
la direction longitudinale le long d'une ligne de
pliage (3) paralléle aux bords (6, 7) de la bande
continue (2) et divisant la bande continue (2) en
deux demi-bandes continues superposées (4, 5) ;
lesdites demi-bandes continues superposées (4, 5)
étant jointes le long de lignes de couture paralléles
et équidistantes (8), qui s'étendent entre la ligne de
pliage (5) et le bord (6) de la demi-bande continue
repliée (4).

Conditionnement (1) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel les bords (6, 7) de la bande continue (2) ne
se chevauchent pas.

Conditionnement (1) selon la revendication 1 ou 2,
dans lequel un bord (6) de la bande continue (2) est
situé a mi-chemin entre l'autre bord (7) et la ligne
de pliage (3).

Conditionnement (1) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel les bords (6, 7) de la bande continue (2) se
chevauchent.

Conditiornement (1) selon l'une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, dans lequel chaque
poche (9) est délimitée par deux lignes de couture
(8) et la ligne de pliage (3), et est munie d'une
ouverture (10).

Conditionnement (1) selon l'une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, dans lequel I'ouver-
ture (10) de chaque poche (9) est munie de moyens
de fermeture.

Utilisation du conditionnement (1) selon l'une quel-
conque des revendications précédentes pour stoc-
ker et ftransporter des produits cosmétiques
pendant les étapes comprises entre la fabrication et
le conditionnement final.
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