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(54)  A  beverage  packaging  apparatus  and  a  beverage  packaging  method 

(57)  There  is  provided  a  bottle  beverage  packaging 
apparatus  and  method  in  which  an  open  topped  bottle 
20  having  a  primary  chamber  charged  with  beverage  21 
containing  gas  in  solution  is  enclosed  together  with  a 
closure  8  in  a  pressure  chamber  25  which  may  be 
formed  against  a  shoulder  of  the  bottle.  The  chamber 
25  is  pressurised  with  nitrogen  gas  to  pressurise  the  pri- 
mary  chamber  and  a  secondary  chamber  14  in  the  clo- 
sure  8  through  an  aperture  15  of  the  chamber  14  prior 
to  the  closure  8  being  displaced  by  a  closure  locator  5 
to  seal  the  open  top  of  the  bottle  in  the  pressurised 
chamber25.  Aprojection  11Afrom  the  secondary  cham- 
ber  14  extends  into  the  beverage  20  to  locate  the  aper- 
ture  15  beneath  the  surface  thereof.  Following  sealing 
of  the  bottle  the  chamber  25  is  de-pressurised  and 
opened  for  removal  of  the  sealed  package.  The  cham- 
ber  25  may  be  formed  by  a  tubular  shroud  2  carried  by 
a  rotating  carousel.  The  secondary  chamber  14  may  be 
formed  in  a  hollow  insert  separate  from  the  closure  8. 
There  is  also  provided  a  beverage  package  in  which  the 
closure  which  may  be  fitted  by  the  apparatus  and  sys- 
tem  includes  a  manually  openable  vent  that  reduces  a 
headspace  pressure  in  the  sealed  package  to  atmos- 
pheric  pressure  for  gas  to  be  injected  into  the  beverage 
through  the  aperture  15  for  froth  development  prior  to 
removal  of  the  closure  from  the  bottle. 
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: l a i m s   i n c u r r i n g   f e e s  

Tie  present  European  paenl  application  comprised  at  Ihe  time  ot  Sling  more  than  ten  aams. 

Ml  claims  tees  have  been  paid  within  (he  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  nas  been 
jrawn  up  tor  all  claims. 

3nly  part  of  the  claims  tees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
sport  has  been  drawn  up  tor  me  first  ten  dams  and  tor  those  claims  tor  which  claims  tees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

to  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  me  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
Jrawn  up  tor  the  first  ten  dams. 

The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  ot  unity  ot 
nvenion  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

see  shee t   - B -  

All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  Vie  fixed  tme  limit  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  tor  those  parts  ot  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respects  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

None  of  the  further  search  tees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims. 

namely  claims 

LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
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Office  EP95306181.9   Annex  to  s u p p l e m e n t a l   s h e e t   B 

LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

The  Ssarcfl  QMsion  considers  mat  the  present  European  palen!  application  floes  nai  comply  wiei  (he  requirement  ol  unity  ol 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

1st   i n v e n t i o n .   Claims  1  to  43:  A p p a r a t u s   a n d  
method  for   p a c k a g i n g   a  b e v e r a g e   in  a  b o t t l e  
having  a  p r ima ry   and  a  s e c o n d a r y   c h a m b e r .  

2nd  i n v e n t i o n .   Claims  44  to  47:  Beverage   p a c k a g e .  

GB-A-1  266  351  is  c o n s i d e r e d   as  the  c l o s e s t   p r i o r  
a r t ,   from  which  i n d e p e n d e n t   c l a i m s   1,29  and  44 
d i f f e r   in  the  f o l l o w i n g :  

Claim  1  .  -  The  p a c k a g i n g   a p p a r a t u s   i n c l u d e s   a  
c l o s u r e   l o c a t o r ,   a  gas  p r e s s u r e   c o n t r o l   means  a n d  
a  p r e s s u r e   chamber  hav ing   s e a l i n g   means  o p e r a b l e  
t h e r e w i t h .  

Claim  29 . -   The  p a c k a g i n g   method  a l s o   makes  use  o f  
a  c l o s u r e   l o c a t o r ,   of  a  gas  p r e s s u r e   c o n t r o l  
means  and  of  a  p r e s s u r e   chamber  hav ing   s e a l i n g  
means  o p e r a b l e   t h e r e w i t h .  

Claim  44 . -   The  cap  s e a l a n t   is  moulded  to  p r e s e n t  
a  p a r t   t h e r e o f   with  which  the  ho l low  i n s e r t  
c a r r i e d   by  the  cap  m e c h a n i c a l l y   e n g a g e s .  

Only  c l a ims   1  and  29  sha re   t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e s  
which  d e f i n e ^   a  c o n t r i b u t i o n   made  over   the  p r i o r  
a r t .   T h e r e f o r e   t h e r e   is  not  u n i t y   of  i n v e n t i o n  
a c c o r d i n g   to  Rule  30  EPC.  Only  c l a i m s   1  to  43 
have  been  s e a r c h e d .  
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